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considered ; a general disregard of consequences 
being a feature of the time. 

If these various raining companies should 
produce no other benefit, they at least contri- 
buted to make known to us geographically the 
interior of a vast continent, its vegetable and 
mineral productions, and the manners and habits 
of a people with whom it had been the policy 
of their former masters we should be, if at all, 
but superficially acquainted. 

The writer of the present volumes is, never- 
theless, of opinion that this is not all the 
benefit which this country will eventually derive 
from the recent associations. He ventures to 
differ from those who decry in toto the attempts 
made to employ British capital in restoring to 
South America the power of producing her 
great staple return of the precious metals. He 
affinns that the efforts lately made, failed, not 
from any deficiency of mining {H^Mluce in the 
country, for it notoriously abounds ; not from 
any miscalculations of the framers of the more 
respectable associations (who, in the instance 
I in which the writer was concerned, lost every 

\ shilling they advanced), but entirely through 
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mismanagement in carrying the object itself into 
effect. 

It must be allowed, that while there was a 
great deficiency of judgment displayed, in the 
organization and constitution of these compa- 
nies, nothing before in our commercial annals 
could be found, comparable to the un-English- 
like way in which some of them were suffered 
to become defunct, at a time when, despite of 
errors committed, they might be said to be 
fairly established ; and further, whatever were 
the causes of the late panic, or the ' history of 
the circumstances attending the dissolution of so 
many joint stock companies, (and volumes might 
be filled with their enumeration,) it will be 
admitted that the public deserved no small 
share of blame, for its precipitation and cre- 
dulity, of which, in so many instances, designing 
knaves took advantage. This, however, is no 
reason why the principle of such undertakings 
should be contemned, for if so, the public 
funds of the nation may be assailed with equal 
justice. 

So differently does the present writer think 
on this subject from many others, and so 
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much does he feel supported in his opinions 
by local observation, that he is sure if a private 
company of a dozen capitalists were even now 
to procure the grants and cater up the materials 
of either of the demised bona fide associations, 
going to work in a frugal and rational manner, 
an ample remuneration would be the result. 
No reasonable man, who has any acquaintance 
with South America, would dream of realizing 
in a few months cargoes of gold and silver 
in return for the mere advance of a first in- 
stalment on a million capital. Yet this absurd 
expectation was entertained by a majority of 
the shareholders in the recent companies ! 

Such was the precipitation and covetousness 
of gain indulged at home, that the vast extent 
of difficult country to be explored in search of 
mines, was, during the late mania, never cal- 
culated upon, nor the least anticipation of the 
rapid political changes occurring in South 
America, provided for. One of these, in the 
writer's instance, threw open in an instant the 
noblest mines in the country, and, as it were, 
hermetically sealed the worst. Eveiy thing was 
measured by the home standard. It was ex- 
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pected that joumies, twice or thrice the dis- 
tance from Johnny Groats to the Land's 
End, among the very Andes themselves, 
should be taken with mail-coach rapidity. 
The managers of companies, acting under 
the influence of the popular phrenzy, were 
forced into enormous premature outlays before 
the result of their agents' first operations could 
reach them. The mines of South America 
were to be got into foU play, and profits a 
thousand-fold returned, in the short space of 
time it took cupidity to imagine them ! Is it 
astonishing so many of them failed — and not 
equally astonishing that any continue to exist P 
It is not the fault of the war-exhausted South 
American, nor of his rich but deserted mines^ 
that Great Britain is not now reaping the fruit 
of the sums her speculators lavished in the noble 
effort to take the place of the old Spanish 
capitalists in that country, thereby indissolubly 
uniting to the emancipated states, in bonds of 
mutual self-interest, the merchant, manufacturer, 
and ship-owner of this country. It is rather to 
be attributed to mismanagement of more than 
one description. The golden column was in our 
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reach — the fulcrum and lev^ in our possession ; 
but we were too deficient in our usual skill, 
experience, and spirit, to raise it upon its 
pedestal. 

The departure for South America of the 
compiler of the present journal) (for it is little 
more) was yery sudden. He had spent but 
a few hours with two or three of the highly 
respectable individuals who originally formed 
the scheme of the Chilian and Peruvian Mining 
Association^ and left London at a day's notice. 
At 4 p. M. the written instructions of the Com- 
pany were received, and at seven he was in the 
mail for Falmouth, whence he sailed for Buenos 
Ayres; and after an agreeable passage, in 
company with the commiLners of twTother 
associations, whose views were directed to the 
same field, arrived on the S6th of March, 1825. 
He must also add that he was himself a consi-i 
derable shareholder in the company. 

It is proper to premise that when he left 
England for America, there was the strongest 
impression on the public mind, that the various 
agents of the companies could not obtain sufficient 
mines for the capitals announced in their several 
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programmes, which had the effect of creating a 
rivalship among them, calculated to defeat 
each other's views. It promoted, indeed, such 
an inordinate rise in the price of the article, 
that mere names of mines were grasped at 
with an avidity which overlooked every regard to 
intrinsic merit or value. 

A few days sufficed after the writer s arrival 
at Buenos Ayres, to ccxivince him that more 
than ordinary caution and circumspection were 
necessary, as wdl with regard to gaining the 
objects of bis mission, as to the point where he 
should direct his first operations. He found the 
political and mining state of the country ex- 
actly the reverse of that contemplated on his 
leaving England. Chili, then the only appa- 
rent opening, was now in a state of political 
effervescence, with her best mines forestalled. 
By the refusal of the Government of Rioja to 
accord with the engagements entered into by 
Mr. Rivadavia in Great Britain, the famed 
^* mineral '' of Famatina lay opeiu The other 
provinces of the Rio de la Plata were free, and 
uncompromised, as regarded any exchisive privi- 
lege or grant. By the battle of Ayacucho, and 
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the subsequent overthrow of the last remaining 
force in Upper Peru, under General Olaneta, 
the superior mining Provinces of Potosi, Porco, 
Lipes, Chayanta, Chichas, and Atacama, of- 
fered their vast resources, and all within the 
company^s express locality. To these considera- 
tions on the writer's mind, another suggested 
itself, of no small importance. He found from 
Mr. Miers, who had recently come from Chili 
to Buenos Ayres, that one of the gentlemen 
deputed to act with him for the company's in* 
terests in Chili, and the only individual of the 
two, in whose liberality and mineralogical 
talent he could confide, had been for some 
time engaged in consolidating the mines of that 
country for an opposing interest. 

The writer thinks it may not be irrelevant 
here to state, that be had passed several years in 
South America prior to his present visit. He 
consequently knew something of the habits and 
customs of the people, with whom he went to 
transact business ; and, what was perhaps equally 
important to his employers, he was acquainted 
with the character and capabilities of the joint 
resident agents with whom he was to correspond. 
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in Santiago de Chili. He possessed no definite 
power to appoint another agent in the place of 
him whom he had found, on arrival at Buenos 
Ayres, to be engaged for another interest. In 
consequence, one of these agents deemed himself 
unauthorised to act in a separate capacity; but 
had the writer taken upon himself to nominate 
another, circumstances have since shewn he 
would have incurred serious personal liability. 
Well it was for him, as results have shewn, that 
he kept out of the stream of Chilian compe- 
tition. He was, moreover, no stranger, from past 
experience abroad, to the sums that might be 
lavished, and expences incurred through the 
medium of irresponsible agents, in bargains, 
which, however disadvantageous they might ulti- 
mately prove to proprietors, would rebate nothing 
from the amount of their commissions. He 
presumed it unwise, especially in the then criti- 
cal state of mining relations in Chili, to subject 
himself to either of the alternatives before him : 
namely, the burthen of the heavy pecuniary 
responsibility of money engagements, attended 
with a great sacrifice, or a submission to the 
reproach of having relinquished the apparently 
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good things which might offer through the con« 
nectioDs and zeal of an agent. Finally, the 
writer concluded that the undoubted talents and 
zeal of a company's agent in Santiago de Chili, 
might fully as well be employed for their inte- 
rest upon his own responsibility as upon that of 
an individual sent by the company from Eng« 
land to engage mines in their behalf. The 
writer was aware of the uneasiness which his 
decision would create in the mind of the agent 
in question ; he even anticipated censure and 
reproach, as a consequence of acting in the way 
circumstances told him, and events subsequently 
proyed were best ; but he scarcely calculated on 
the denouncement of his conduct before it was 
tried by its good or ill results, still less that the 
individual in question would have written to the 
directors in a way to induce such a disapproval 
of the writer^s proceedings, as might possibly 
occasion a more pliant or less scrupulous indi- 
vidual to be sent to succeed him. In what de- 
gree this operated to the writer's disadvantage 
in the minds of the directors, is now of no 
moment ; but he has the satisfaction to reflect 
that he was instrumental, as long as he could be 
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SO, in opposing needless expenditure of every 
kind. His idea from the first was that of 
securing a sufficient and profitable field for the 
employment of the association's capital, and 
having accomplished this, to proceed home, with 
the contracts he had made, in order to confer 
with the directors as to the most efficacious 
means of carrying them into effect; little think- 
ing that the Directors would be impelled by the 
spirit of the times to embark an expensive esta- 
blishment of miners and implements before they 
heard from him. This, more especially, since 
with reference to an advertisement by a rival 
Company, he pointed out the inevitable losses 
which must be the result of such premature pro- 
ceedings. 

In conformity with his instructions, he fur- 
nished his son with such power as he conceived 
might benefit the company, without compro« 
mising its capital; and gave him orders, after he 
had conferred with its agent at Santiago de 
Chili, to proceed without delay by the Pacific^ 
with a view to Peruvian operations. There he 
was to enter into preliminary agreements for the 
mines of Huantajaya, Tarapaca, and Puno, in 
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ease he should arrive first in those districts. 
Having thus completed his arrangements at 
Buenos Ayres, the writer proceeded to Cordova, 
with a fair prospect of obtaining the copper 
mines of that district, with views also to the 
celebrated hills of the Rioja. At Cordova he 
remained, as an intermediate position, enabling 
him to act on any point, as circumstances might 
justify, until the arrival of an expected asso- 
ciate, with scientific assistants, by the following 
packet, and he employed the interim in nego* 
dating with the government and individuals at 
Cordova, for the abote objects. At length he 
received letters from his son, whom he had sent 
to Chili, and from the company's agent there, 
extremely satisfactory, in as far as relieving any 
previous doubts that existed in his mind, touch* 
ingthe efficacy of his diverging course, and de« 
cisive in fact of the propriety of his procedure 
without further delay into Peru. On his route 
from Cordova, he availed himself of such pro- 
visional engagements at Tucuman and Salta as 
he deemed beneficial to the company, in the 
event of their embarking as largely in mining 
transactions, as the spirit of the times, when he 
quitted England, justified him in expecting. 
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At Potosi, his labours were cut short by the 
reception of a letter from the secretary of the 
association, informing him, to his surprise, of an 
establishment of miners, smelters, &c. &c. being 
on their way to^Chili. He immediately started 
for Arica, whence having embarked, he arrived 
at Coquimbo in time to aid the first practical 
c^rations of the company in that quarter. 

The reader will think enough has been said 
here of the writer's connection with the company 
for which he was recently engaged. He owed 
it to himself, however, not to say less upon many 
accounts. He will only now allude to the hasty 
And superficial view taken of American mining, 
by some who were despatched to negociate on 
the subject by public companies. The utter 
ignorance of many of these persons of mining 
itself, the country, language, and resources for 
opening old works, or commencing new, kept 
pace with the wild expectations of instant profit 
indulged by speculators at home, and contri« 
buted equally to many of the losses which have 
been sustained. The writer does not hesitate to 
affirm, that the mode generally adopted, was the 
most erroneous that could have been followed. 
He asserts, from the best experience, that not 
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the miner, but the capital was wanted, to re- 
place that which the natives had lost ; and this 
capital, seasonably introducing the improvements 
of European science in mechanics and the treat- 
ment of the ores, included all that was required. 
The European miner is, in fact, out of his 
element in South America, He can neither work 
as hard as the native, nor does he understand his 
business in that country so well. He must be 
paid ten times as much, and his food be pro- 
vided at five times the expence. Mines in South 
America must be conducted on the same princi- 
ples of cautious experience as are observed in 
similar undertakings by the natives, and the 
same general system adopted, or they cannot be 
expected to remunerate adventurers. 

The writer considers it as a matter to be 
deeply lamented, that Captain Head's ^^ Rough 
Sketches^ were produced at such an untimely 
moment, in aid of the general distaste. The de- 
nunciation of so respectable an authority in 
talent and station were calculated to prevent 
that impartial investigation into facts respecting 
American mining on the part of the public, 
which it was very desirable should take place. 
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People with such and similar evidenoe^ do not 
trouble themselves to think and reason, but adopt 
recorded opinions. They look to their own in« 
dividual losses as the criterion for their judg«* 
ments. It does not strike such, that a mining 
surface and interior like that of San Pedro 
Nolasoo, for example, could not be fairly tried 
by a momentary superficial examination. 
Months rather than a few hours are necessary 
for the task of determining the intrinsic value of 
such a work. 

The writer fully admits the justice of Captain 
Head^s observations as to bringing the British 
system of mining to bear in South America. 
The climate, the rarity of the air, and the mode 
of working are formidable objections, and he is 
not surprised that a sight of the interior of these 
mines was enough to make the Cornish men con- 
cur in the abandonment of Captain Head's 
objects, nay even to urge it, especially as their 
pay was certain to be forthcoming for an ex- 
tended term, without service in them. It should 
be stated, however, that the South American 
miners (whom the present writer had in view for 
the laborious part of the Company's service) in 
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the populous and elevated districts of Upper 
Peru, beiiig bom' among and bred to the incon- 
veniences of the country, and not forced, as the 
Indians were, to toil beyond their physical 
powers, go through their day's labour with as 
little fatigue as an English workman who is at 
the flail from sunrise to sunset. The great phy- 
sical powers of these people are admitted by 
Captain Head, though in a mode strangely con- 
tradictory to himself.* For instance, how does 

* '' A small solitary hut was before us, and we were 
accosted by two or three wretched looking miners* whose 
pale countenances and exhausted frames seemed to assimi- 
late with the scene around them. The view from the 
eminence on which we stood was magnificent; it was 
sublime : but it was, at the same time, so terrific, that one 
could hardly help shuddering.** — Head*s Sketches^ p. 220, 
221. 

" And I then sent out for one of the apires with his load 
— I put it on the ground, and endeavoured to rise with it, 
but could not, and when two or three of my party pot it on 
my shoulders, I was barely able to walk under it The 
English miner who was with us was one of the strongest 
men of all the Cornish party, yet he was scarcely able to 
walk with it, and two of our party who attempted to sup- 
port it were altogether unable, and exclaimed ' that it 
would break their backs,' "—Pages 226, 227. 

TOL. II. C 
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superior physical strength correspond with the 
pale» wretched appearapce of the miners ? It 
is not the proprietor's interest to overwork 
bis few obtainable mineros practieoef and the 
author doubts if English miners, emerging from 
their subterraneous caverns in their working 
dress, would not - look equally cadaverous and 
wretched. 

I have no motive to speak in praise of mining 
associations, wretchedly conducted as ttiey have 
been ; but it is my duty to state that I diijfer 
from Captain Head upon the grand principle of 
their importance to us as a nation, notwithstand- 
ing the heavy losses arising from mis-manage- 
ment and the calculations of over>excited cupi- 
dity. I have only said, "there was the ground 
and here the capital ;^ this way alone America 
would have amply repaid us. 

Captain Head asserts in the introduction to 
his recent reports, that two millions have al- 
ready been expended in mining transactions in 
South America, and that many millions are still 
embarked. The present writer wishes he would 
explain the whenandhow,anddoubt$if,including 
his own company, and the four others which have 
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been formed applying to Cbili, Peru, and the La 
Plata, c830Q,000 have been expended. But 
were the calculations of jP2,000,000 correct, 
what is the loss of such an amount put into the 
bullion returns of the country, or how can it 
affect the commercial welfare of Great Britain ? 
Because we have sunk dg^S^OOO^OOO (though the 
writer doubts if we have yet expended half of this 
sum including the Pasco mines) and because South 
America possesses at present (and this is bold 
assumption) neither political rank nor moral 
diaracter, we are to leave it to its fate, abandon 
all views of mutual national benefit from it, and 
neither endeavour to retrieve our losses nor im- 
prove those fine countries by our influence and 
example. 

All who have read Captain Head's enter- 
taining book, must recollect bis description 
of the celebrated mines of St. Pedro No- 
lasco, in which *'Temporales," fatigue, heat, 
cold, hard beef, melted snow water, and terrific 
natural scenery^ seem to have been viewed as 
obstacles to exploring them. Now these very 
mines have since been worked by a friend of the 
present writer'*s— these very mines of St Pedro 
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Nolasco, which Captain Head refused ! — and a 
very large sum of money has already been 
realized.^ This friend, it must be observed, 
works it with native hands ; and knowing the 
country, and applying only what additional ad- 
vantages his own science may afford, has already 
realized a most handsome remuneration. This 



* While the foregoing pages were in the press, a letter 
was received by Mr, William Hodgson, from Captain 
A. Robson, from which I have been allowed to publish the 
following extract, which substantiates the opinion I 
have repeatedly expressedf of the great value of the 
mines at St, Pedro Nolasco^ and the severe loss which the 
association has incurred in this district by Captain Head's 
conduct* It may be remarked » that both the writer of the 
letter and his correspondent are perfectly disinterested, 
neither of them being connected, directly or indirectly, 
with the Rio de la Plata Mining Association. 

# 

" Santiago de Chili, Feb. 8th, 1827. 

** I have lately been with Mr. Humphrey fiunster, to 
his mines of St. Pedro Nolasco ^ Mr. Bunster has got out 
ores, that will give him upwards of 400,000 dollars/*— 
Lieutenant Grosvenor Bunster^s Observations ah CflQ9- 
tain F. B, Head's Reports relative to ike Failure of 
the Rio de la Plata Mining Assotiation, p, 146. 
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fact is worth a thousand assertions to every 
candid reader. 

In considering the question of South Ameri- 
can mining, the competency of the native miner 
was never calculated upon. The superiority of 
the European was taken for granted ; but it 
was a fallacy to imagine that the copper and tin 
miners of Cornwall could be competent judges 
of the appearance, character, and value of metal- 
lic substances to which they were unaccustomed, 
without having had previous experience in the 
country. Could it be reasonably expected men 
should guide, who themselves wanted direction ! 

The work of Mr. Miers,* as far as respects 

* This gentleman, hostile to the people of Chili and to 
its mines, states that ** in consequence of the revolution 
and the impolitic annihilation of Spanish capital, mines 
here have been less extensively wrought/* — Miers^ Travels 
in Chiiifp. 447,448. He states that in 1817 the mint coinage 
alone of that country was £1,161,283 dollars, but in 1824 
only £193,094, being a deficiency of a million annually 
in seven years. Where is the capital to work the mines 
and replace this deficiency to be obtained ? The British 
government must be well aware of this fact, as affecting 
South America generally, by the great deficiency of bul- 
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The want of interest and the monotcmy during 
a sea voyage are proverbial. I shall, therefore^ 
pass by its few details, and be^n at the time 
when we first made the land of the American 
continent, which took place on Saturday, March 

B 
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the 19th, 1825, at half past 12, P.M. The 
atmosphere was so dense, that the shore^ could 
only be distinguished in a very faint outline. 
From its jutting appearance, and from due re- 
ference to the reckomng and soundings, it was 
immediately pronounced to be, and greeted 
as Cape St. Mary. Our captain immediately 
tacked, and stood off with a degree of caution, 
which did honour to his experience, for it might 
have been hazardous had he attempted running 
into the Rio de la Plata during the night The 
mariner arriving frctm seaward does not always 
rightly compute the set of the tides, in the 
navigation of this river, and ihu« numy a vessel 
has been thrown upon shoals and sand banks, 
when those on board imagined themselves under 
fair way in mid channel. 

Who has hot experi^ced the unutterable 
pleasure of making land, after bebg two or 
three months at sea?-— ^ho that has crossed 
the great, << dark heaving,"* and, to the voyager's 
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mind, interminable deep, wearied by the per- 
petual uniformity of scene, and cribbed witbin 
' the scanty room a vessel aflFbrds, and has not 
: exulted at the first glimpse of the shore ? It 
. is like a resurrection from the dead. Then 
follow anticipations of the comparative inde- 
pendence, pleasure, and luxury which the land 
has in store. Who, so situated, has not been 
animated at the prospect in a manner none but 
those who feel it can tell P 

But this sensation of delight is not confined 
alone to the passenger unaccustomed to a sea life ; 
the whole ship's company partakes in it, from the 
captain who hails the boy at the mast-head to 
inquire how the land bears, to the very dog that 
seems instinctively to snuffle the shore as he 
stands wagging his tail at ihe gang-way, and 
sharing the satisfaction observable in the faces 
around him. On those who have not Ixjen at sea 
before, and on the passengers it seems to act like 
a contagion, causing a momentary aberration of 

B 2 
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intellect. Some moiitlt thfe rigging, who had 
never till then ventured the hazB^dotta' experi- 
ment; others rub their hands a»d grind th«r 
teeth in a paroxysm of raptute, oi* caH their 
servants not knowing what they want of tbem. 
One rummages his pockets for a k«y,* which is 
at the same time safe in his writing desk, while 
another is getting out his clothes and letters, to 
be ready for the first boat that may come along 
side, though a moments reflection might convince 
him that the following day would be time 
enough to make his preparations for the pur- 
pose. This excitement having somewhat abated, 
the next object which fixed the general atten- 
tion on board our vessel was the agility of the 
skipper, who mounted to the mast head (having 
his spy-glass slung over his shoulders) with a most 
grave and important alacrity, and was followed | 
by a steady sailor close at his heels, a sort of ' 
naval aid-de-camp. Now he is seen to cross the 
top sail yard, and examine with scrupulous 
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■'exactness the prominenceB of ttie shore, inquir- 
ing of the o£Scer on deck how his glass bears 
with reference to the most remarkable points of 
observation. Having fully satisfied himself, he 
descends, and with an air of self-importance, 

; marked by a silence characteristic of his profound 

• professional knowledge, mysteriously declines an- 
swering any of the questions of hb lubberly pas- 
sengers — questions certainly not of the most 
ludd character at the distance the' vessel is from 
the land — " Did you see any houses ? Any 
people on horseback ? Any cattle grazing?'*^ 
To all these he preserves an awful silence; 
kicks over the wisest of the animals on deck, 
the poor dog, that to attract his notice has 
jumped on the quarter deck carronade, and im- 
pedes his approach to the binnacle ; he hurries 

' on to the compass, and finally bolts down, the 
companion ladder. He is quickly followed by 
his '.anxious passengers, helter-skelter. They 
closely [^urround him as he sets off the ship's 
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poution upon bis weather-b^ten chart, and finds 
its exact distance from tbe near^t promontory. 
Now he breaks his mysterious silence, orders a 
glass of wine or gtog to be brought bimi and 
after drinking the healths of his passengers, but 
not until then, acquaints them that his reckoning 
by lunar observation is eTi^act within a mile, and 
by chronometer, three miles and a half, east or , 
west of truth, as it happens to be. No one - 
peaent doubts the accuracy of his sutement^/ 
few are able, or, if able, willing to dispute the 
question. The expected laudatory observa- 
tions upon his good seamankhip follow. Gra^ 
tulations, numerous and warm, overflow. The 
sly ones be^^n to reiterate the most complin 
mentary phrases on the supmor seamanship 
and skill of their diief, which has so success- 
fully brought them to the haj^y termination of 
their voyage. The skipper^s good humour and 
seUUxmsequenoe keep pace with each other, for 
skippers, as weU as princes, are susceptible of 
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flftlteiry. He orders hiB steward in owsequenoe 
to sound the wine-lockers for some rare old 
wine, wiaok be will have it believed has been 
coneealed there for a long time, like a hidden 
treasure. He now swallows a second glass, and 
hastensupon deck, anxious to be correct about 
the bearing of the shore. In the interim all 
past feuds and contests with him on the passage 
are forgotten. His wine is drank, as well as his 
health, with united acclamaticMi, and announced 
to him in due form on his return below. For 
the honour he has received he is now most 
graciously pleased to express his gratitude, and 
furthermore ccxidescends to acquaint his auditory 
that he has the prospect of landing them all well, 
with his best wishes and hopes towards them, on 
the following day. This latter information 
recals the erring senses of the most sanguine to 
the necessity of adjusting ma>tters fear another 
night Thdr apparel is now restored to the 
trunks by those who were just before a little too 
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certaimaf'treadi^ immediate^ upon t^rrajirma. 
The jEDoming dawns, but^ alas ! to the niefifl 
dbappoihtiiifiiit of all, the slfore is out of sight. 
The wind which wa£ted -the vessd prosperotiBly 
into the offing the evening before, has come 
round and blows fouL Murmurs Inreak forth, 
not loud, but deep. Some^ who Che night before 
were most vociferous in praise of the captain^s 
skill, now hint aboiit bad management. Others 
impatientlj express their despair of ever getting 
into port. At breakfast all is silence and des- 
pondency. The captain demure and thoughtful 
— the passengers sullen, until the former, to 
- compromise matters, orders his steward to cut 
the throat of the last pig left on board, and 
designed as a present to the consignee, and to 
be. sure and make some good mock turtle soup 
of the head, for the gentlemen. This order, 
given so evidaitly with the intention of restoring 
equanimity, soon removes die gloom from the 
countenancea of all, and the uncertainties and 
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disappcADtineiitB of landrmakinjf^ fumirii a 
solation^ and afford an ample tbeme of diKourse 
to beguile tbe tisne^ until its hoped for re-ap- 
pearanoe^ which it is amticipAted daimot lie . 
IcHig. 

The day following our first makitig land, 
namely^ the SOth of March, we passed in re- 
covering the lee way of the preceding nigJit. 
On the Sist-— the weather chanmng, the sea 
smooth as a miU-pcxid, and aU in excellent 
spirits — ^we sailed close under the Island of 
Lobos. A novel sight was witnessed here by 
most of the passengers, in the gambols of thou- 
sands of seals, sea-lions, and sea^lephants, which 
abound at this island, literally covering its 
entire shores. Some were sporting with their 
young; others reared their blubbery heads, and 
stared at us, as we sailed by, with a Ltibin Log 
species of intelligence depicted in their counter 
nances. We now shaped our course to give the 
Island of Floreei a wide birth, in doing winch,' and 
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treading too mudi oii ttie BugliA bank, we were 
set ^ little out of our fair course ; but passing 
within bail of the Brazilian frigate, Maria Qlo* 
riosa, moored there, we hauled up, andystood 
for the harbour of Monte Video, in which we 
let go an anchor at midnight. 

Tuesday, March theSSd, weClandedatday 
break, ia company with the capt^, in order to 
pay our personal respects to the British Consul, 
and deliver our letters. Finding we were a little 
too early for paying the Consular respects, we 
rambled round, and through the town, once so 
flourishing and well-conditioned, but now exhi- 
biting a picture of intestine troubles, and tbe 
ravages of what ^* worse ambition^' denominates 
<< glorious war.^ Ruined ramparts, broken up 
streets, dirty and decayed h^ibitations, a mean 
and misu^rable population, chequered with com- 
ple^pns of ^very variety, from the jet black to 
tiie mustee, aiid thence to the pale creolian hue. 
Th^e was also every variety of habiliment — the 
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broad brimmed Franciscan's, white frocked Ca- 
puchin's, and mitred patron saint's at the comers 
of the streets* The jingling of convent beUs 
came on the ear from every side. Interesting 
women, $o intent upon early mass or confession, 
that a glance could barely be obtained at their 
eyes — those " black prophet eyes," as Bjrron 
expresses it, suffidently denoting who are the 
present masters of what was once the Gibraltar 
ct the Rio de la Plata :— 

But bamog sights and symbols such as these 
One*8 nose will certify *tiB Portuguese! 

After a visdt to the market, which appeared 
well supplied with fruit and vegetables, we 
waited upon the Consul, who politely detained 
us to breakfast* In the course of conversation 
we touched upon mining concerns, and soon 
found that the news of the mining fever ra^ng 
at home, had reached Buenos Ayres, and was 
having an effect there such as might naturally 
have been predicted. The principal merchants 
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at that place were taking active steps to^obtain ii , 
monopoly of mines for th^ns^lres/ or;, by se- 
curing thetb for friends and correspondents ^ 
home, endeavouring to realize €very pos^k 
profit. We heard, also, that seveml persoirs 
had arrived there by the last packet, as accre- 
dited agents for a similar purpose. 

After taking leaveof the Consiil and his lady, 
of whose politeness we entertain a grat^ul re- 
collection, and being well stored with food for 
the vessel, both animal and vegetable, and hav- 
ing obtained all necessary information, we re- 
turned on board with a pilot,' and were under 
weigh by 10 A. M . After noon was passed, 
however, we again came to an anchor, our pilot 
not choosing to encounter the flats on. a moon- 
less night. 

On the 24th we again weighed to work up the 
river. The wind at length became a leading one 
and we coursed it fairly^ dropped anchor until 
the ebb tide was over, weighed again, stood in 



BUENOS AYBSS. 18 

/ for the hftrb^Mf of BiieDQB> Ayres, tfo^ >fip«llj 
cam^ to ai^eboir iq the puter roads, abQ^t ^ 
^paUe'&ieogth frav^ ^ Ffcspoh brig, \\i which ai^ 
f|dmira)''s flag waa flying, t 

At 10 A. M« on the 2$th we accampaniod the 
Captaia to the ah(»e, which was at a distance of 
six or seven miles from our vessel^ A caravan, 
drove out aloi^de the boat and took us in, and 
a little after eleven o'clock we were safely ashore 
in Buenos Ayres. 

The province of Buenos Ayres has been cal- 
culated to contain a population of 120,000 per- 
sons, exclusive of the Indians, including whom it 
has been estimated at from S40 to 250,000. 
This estimate seems, from a recent statement by 

m 

Don Ygnacio Nunez, to be extremely wide of 
the truth. If one might judge, however, from 
the indication afforded by a large extent of 
ground, covered with long ranges of streets, 
growing suburbs, and a pretty dense population, 
prmc^lly occupied in commerce, it- would be 
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supposed that the aty alone cotitafaied a popu* 
^ lation approximating to the fikrst^mentioned num-^. 
bers.* /The activity and bustle in the city itself 
is very considerable, and announces it to be a 
place prospering greatly under the controul of 
its independent and liberal gbvemment, which 
/ has diminished to a very trifling sum, the old 
exactions, in the lAape of dudes, and abrogated 
the interdictory and stupid edicts of the Spanish 
( government. The consequences of this are seen 
I and felt in the liquidation of the national debt. 

« 

/ Economy and order are preserved in all depart- 
ments of the government, with great dispatch. 
, No smuggling takes place, for it is not worth 
• while,and monkishnessand bigotry havedeclined. 
\ The good eflect is visiHe in the cheerfulness 

I Mfc— — ■— — W ill II II ■«.—*— ^»»1M^ I . I»«li . I I I I 11 II I I.I 

* Sefior Nunes rates the population, but without any 

specification of Indians — the City at , Sl»136 

Country 82,080 

Being only an entire population of 163,216 
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and spirit ci the people, who show an indepen- 
dance and fi:^om as creditable to their progress 
in liberty and knowledge, as it is agreeable to an 
EngliBhnian to witoess/ 

The scourge oi war has, since the foregoing 
was written, heext inflicted upon this rising 
people, and will, it is to be feared, place them 
in a stationary podtion, if it does not force 
them to retrograde. The possesinon of Monte 
Video (which the cupidity of the Brazilians has 
made a bone of contention), may be long before 
it is decided. The acknowledgment of their 
independence by, and the late celebration of their 
treaty with. Great Britain, through Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish, a gentleman universally estieemed 
there, together with the more recent arrival of 
Lord Ponsonby, as ambassador, must have 
afforded them some alleviation amid the gloom 
of this vexatious, and, on the part of Brazil, 
most unjust contest. 

To return from the foregoing short digression. 
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The cootemplated mining adveptures fonped 
in England, give increased pleasuiie and satis- 
faction at Buenos Ayres. Th^ results pf cpm- 
mercial activity are looked upon with laudable; 
anticipations of benefit to the nation. The 
governor-general, Las Heras^ is famous for his 
conduct at the retreat of Cancha Rayada, and at 
the subsequent battle of Maypo, whioh i^siired 
the independence of Chili. He displays a con- 
duct equally unexceptionable in the arts of p^e 
and of civil government at home. The British 
merchants, shortjy after our arrival, announced 
their intention of giving a magnificent ball, 
in celebration of the commercial union of the 
two nations, for which ^,000 dollars were ?: 
quickly subscribed. A proof of the wealth and U 
liberality, as well as of the consideration of the ^' 
English residents* 

The entire occupation of my time with the 
immediate objects of my miission to South 
America, deprived me of the opportunity it 
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aflbrded of recording here those graphic de- 
lineations and descriptive touches of character 
as to society, which leisure might enable others 
not so occupied to give, I visited, it is true, the 
Faseo Publico, or Alameda, which in appearance 
boasts of nothing inviting, nor did it seem to me 
to be, as in other places, the customary pro- 
menade of high bred dames and haughty ca- 
valiers. The Paseo Publico is ill laid out — 
a mere stunted parterre of trees, seeming 
destined for no other purpose but to force the 
^a air into the stiffened lungs of a few old 
Spaniards and feeble convalescents. The so- 
lemnities of Easter taking place about this time 
might, it is true, have been the cause in some 
^degree of this desertion. 

On Sunday, the 27th, it being the only 
opportunity I had of so doing, I went to the 
Opera, the mirror in every country of fashion 
and fashionable taste. It may well be styled at 
Buenos Ayres, ** The Picture Gallery of the 
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City." It exhibited some rare spedmens of 
female grace and beauty in the boxes, and of j 
well dressed men in the -pi^ The performers 
were a trifle perhaps above mediocrity* : A 
ballet was exhibited, during which it was im- 
possible not to be pleased with a general burst 
' If disapprobation from the audience at the outri 
dress of one of the male dancers, of Portuguese 
f^ cabric, from the court of Rio jde Janeiro, highly 
^ oharacteristic of the superior moral feeling of 
the people of this city. : This exposure of person 

I cannot detail hefe ; but the indelicacy of a 
French dancer at the British Opera, of one 

" who twirls the light limb that scorns the need- 
less veil,'' is far outdone by the figurantes of 
Don Pedro.' The indignation of the audience 
was fully justified at this sample of the brothel 
habits of court fashion at Rio. if 

In endeavouring to form an opinion of the 
domestic economy of the inhabitants of Buenos 
Ayres from what I witnessed while under the roof 
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of its present envoy here, Don Manuel Saratea, 
I should state my impression to he that they 
are making rapid advances in copying the 
'British, as well in respect to their furniture and 
/ the decorations of their houses, as in the attrac- 
tions of the table. The taste of Don Manuel 
for the Fine Arts, and Natural History in par- 
ticular, is every where visible in his domicile, 
which contains many excellent pictures. In his 
sala and conservatory, there are very rare and 
valuable specimens well worthy the attention of 
the naturalist. The accommodation at the 
Fonda of Mr. Fonche is excellent, and the 
charges reasonable. We dined here a large 
party, consisting of three commissioners for 
separate interests, several of their assistants, 
together with Captains of miners and others. 
A good dinner was daily provided, consisting of 
fish, flesh, poultry, and game in abundance, all 
of exceDent quality, together with a pint of wine 

c 2 
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and a variety of fruit. For this -we Jitdd iiboiit 
one dollar each person. 

Before quitting the dty of Buenoi» Ayrefif, I 
should feel myself i'ecniss if I did' fiot allude Id 
the hospitable reception! met with frbm ibe 
British Consul, and this without ^hy letter of 
introduction, but merely as a paMng dountry- 
man; his politeness aiid that of his Isedycould 
not be exceeded. His home, and the estabUlsh- 
ment he keeps up, are strictly ill consonance 
with British character and hospitality. I fouiid 
every thing there truly English in style and 
coimfort, a rare sight in so remote a land, and 
the way in which we were received almost made 
me envy those who had the happiness of the 
consul's familiar intercourse. 
i April 16^, every thing being ready for my 
departure,,.! started for Cordova across the 
Pampas. My company consisted of a gentle- 
man an hyo del paiz of that city, and Mr« 
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Menoyo my gssktuntin the buBUiess upon which 
I went out* Our vehicle was well calcu- 
hited to bear the concussions from stony roads, 
mad. pantanos, but in appearance old fashioned 
enough to exhibit as a curiosity of the reign of 
Queea Elizabeth. An additional horse was 
^ddla4 OQQ^isjopt^llyj^ and we pursued our journey 
with.. five, each having a peqn, «t a most 
^ rafod rate* % calculated our progress/ at ten 
. mile& an hpur. Aa immense quantity of bag- 
gage was stowed away both before and behind 
Ithe body of the carriage, which was suspended 
[upon straps of hides. Underneath was hung a 
•hide apron, carrying four four dozen cases of 

4 

^.the Cordovese's wine, and a quantity of viands, 
/ sweetmeats, and other useful articles ; in short, 
' it w^ a cellaret aiid lander combined. 

The inside of the foregoing carriage was 
cushioned, and crowded with pockets of all 
^&rha|»es andsiz^s^ to receive guns, pistols, swords, 
books, and other items belonging to the tra^ 
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Teller, vhile writing desks, baskets, and even 
trunks, bespoke the internal capacity of this 
waggon-loaded machine, to be equal to its ex^ 
temal, and it had been made fully as useful. 
The Cordovese gentleman, my companion, 
seemed out of spirits. The truth was, he had 
just parted for six weeks and for the first lime, 
from a wife who was very fond of him. He 
threw himself with a visible air of distress into 
the comer of the Diligence, and drawing the 
flap of his travelling cap oyer one cheek, indulged 
the melancholy feeling, with wjiich his recent 
parting had inspired him. I was for rallying 
him on his grief, which to xne seemed ridiculous 
on such a trivial separation ; but my assistant, 
a little Anglo-Spaniard, better acquainted with 
the feelings and sympathies of the South Ame- 
rican character, very seasonably checked me. 
The attachments of this people are strong, and 
their feelings remarkably susceptible of any slight 
impression. Having arrived at the end of the 
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fipBt post, seven leagues, we halted for the night. 
*By the aid of a good supper, and two or three 
bottles of excellent claret, followed by a glass or 
two of the Martinique of the country, our spirits 
revived* A despatch of our safe arrival thus far 
was s^it back to his lady, by the inconsolable 
Gordovese oavaher : and we retired to rest in a 
miserable dormitory, but not to sleep. Myriads 
of those insects, which a late president of the 
Royal Society is said to have asserted were 
incipient lobsters, made us their prey ; no eyes 
but those of the Guachos of the country could 
have closed amongst them ; but these are said to 
be unable to slumber unless soothed by the 
blood extracting operation of those active phle* 
botomists. 

These enormous plains, or pampas, are the re<^ 

. gion of Guacbo and animal independence and 

liberty. This immense level might not un- 

appropriately be denominated a ** terrene oce^n." 

The horizon, uninterrupted, and apparently 
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unbounded, is overwhelmingly vast to the 
imind of the beholder. Its extent, dimate, in- 
digenous Vegetfttion, and isolated inhabitants, 
have been so variously deseribed, that I should 
•be thought to amplify too much if I attempted it 
bere> especially when oontempoFary travellers^ 
have -90 recently given the world lively and 
interesting descriptions of them. However^ I 
can vouch, that to the traveller over the pampaa 
it is so common to flound^ into the holes of the 
tnscachoS) to squat by the fire of the Guacho on 
the skeleton bead of the horse, and get bled at 
night by the rapier of the great South American 
cimeX) called in the country benchuca, that 
nothing is thought of it It is equally true, 
that, riding a la GuachOf you saddle your own 
horse, live upon beef and water, sleep on the 
earth) and gallop from a hundred to one hun- 
dred and fifty iniles a day, (that is in case 
of a forced journey), and the doing which is no 

• Miers and Head. 
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doubt calculated to promote healthy and impart 
to the mind a pleasant feeling of independence. 
It is captain 'with all this that the apprehension of 
encountering Salteadores^ and Indians, at the 
fall' of the year, when. they make their incur- 
sions after the thistles are dead, is not preg- 
nant with the most agreeable thoughts. The 
decay of the thistles which cover these plains, 
and grow in the season to an enormous hdght, 
js essential before the Indian horse and rider 
can prowl the pampas, as their bodies are not 
then exposed to the formidable spines of the 
plant which autumn and winter scatter before 
the winds. These alarms are not diminished by 
the sight of an eighteen feet lance, which is 
exhibited at one of the intrenched post houses on 
the road, having been left there by a party of 
these marauders after an attack, which was gal- 
tantly repulsed. In another part of my route 
I had ample proofs of the barbarity of these 

* Robbers. 
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banditti towards persons less able to resist them, 
in forsaken Ranchos and other relics of the Ae^ 
vasta^ons they had committed. On our arrival 
at one of these deserted posts, we saw neither 
horses iior human beings, and found it i^eoes* 
sary to make a digression of fifteen leagues joub 
of the road. On the whole line the people w^e 
in ctmsteraationy with horses toddled, and ready 
for flight, should the outposts of the Guachos 
bring intelligence of any distant cloud of dust« 
It happened almost daily that the appearance of 
a party of Civicos, or an escort of troops from 
Cordova, or Santa F^, set the poor people on the 
retreat. A party of this description at one 
time made us prepare for rei^stance, and get 
ready our pistols and blunderbusses, while in 
common with our Cordovese, a fellow-traveller, 
we did not feel quite free from apprehen- 
sion. 

Among the anecdotes and customs of the 
Guachos which Captain Head has recorded, 
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the following do not appear. The boots of the 

Guachos are formed of the bam and part of tbe 

leg-skin of a colt, taken reeking from the mother, 

which is said to be sacrificed for the sole piir« 

pose, just at that time of bearing, when the hair 

has not. begun to grow. At this stage the skin 

strips off easily, and is very white and beautifUl 

in texture and appearance. The ham forms 

the calf of the boot, the hock easily adapts itself 

to the heel, and the leg above the fetlock con-* 

stitutes the foot^ the whole making a neat and 

elegant half-boot, with an aperture suiBcient for 

the great toe to project through.* This toe is 

the only part of the foot the Guacho places in 

the stirrup, following the practice of some of 

the tribes of Asiatic horsemen in this respect. 

With constant use this member becomes a power* 

ful security to the body, fully equal to the service 

of the European foot. The stirrup is made of a 

piece of horn, or tough wood, generally triangu^ 

• See also Appendix. 
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lar» having a smaU openfalg to receive the toe. In 
consequence of this use the great toe protrudes 
beyond the rest in an unsightly manner, and i^ 
oS unnsual diroen^ons as to breadth., I vas 
much surprised) too, at observing the dextanty 
"vnth which these people take, partridges.;- Thil 
ia'aoconrpKshedrfoy saeaus c^ja noose fixed ta-A^ 
end of ft rod. While riding at a gidlop^.tbe I 
Ouacho^ eye, romarkaUe for its- quickoesBj 
.espies the bird ; he instantly brings bis horse 
upon its haunches, and forms round the bird^ , 
at first a distant, and then by degrees a nean^r 
circle. The partridge watches the noose, and 
disregards the ^arer, who is still approaching 
it, becomes bewildered, and instead of taking 
.wing suffers its neck to be caught, and is drawn 
up like a fish. The rider hangs it to his saddle 
bow, and gallops after his party, which he sooh 
rejoins. By this mode of taking them we had 
a fdentiful supply of partridges daily for our 
supper. 
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i The <dJ^€anoe from Buenos Ayres to CordorA 
is) a' >ltttle more than five faUHdired miles^i The 
£rfet iliuitdred is oret a* dead level, but ifiterest- 
iDjEf td the:)9tcan]ger Vomits ikwelty. It con-' 
t^ttftthisbe <and< there a -pantano^^ mcomvetHent 
£)i'ia h^iEiry bamage to berdmawA through. The 
|Hst)falit8^ iEit'4^ dibtaiioeof from Saiir 1o eight 
k^ues from, each dfther^ enficire the trai/^ell^ a 
supply of horses^ except when the ladians drive 
away the kibahiftaalsi and their cattle from such 
of them as are unintremsbed. When this is the 
case, it is necessary to lake rdays of horses for 
two or three stages, to supply the deficiency. 

On our reaching the .first river, aalled the 
Saladillo^ I observed the action of fire at some 
remote period on its banks. The stifi^ marie of 
its bed Lh incorporated with calcined shells. 
Passing Barrancas, the traveller, six leagues 
further on, reaches Fraile Muerto, where the 
^UK^nt begins. The post-houses are r^ular^ 
♦ Or 173 leagues. f Oully-hole. 
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and the eye is relieved from the distresnng black 
uniformity of the pampas. The foliage of 
underwood now gladdens the eye. Nature in- 
creases in beauty as the ascent continues, and 
varied and rich scenery) presents itself. This 
grateful prospect is sooii exchanged for a dense 
jungle, which lasts nearly the whole way to 
Cordova^ save in the neighbourhood of the Rio 
Tercero and other interesting streams. 

At the Paso de Ferreyra as we were driving 
down the steep, some difficulty or danger was 
announced to us by a halloa in no ordinary tone 
of voice. The Guacho boys pulled up in a 
moment ;4And on letting down the window to 
discover whence it proceeded, the head of a 
negro, of most gigantic dimensions and hide- 
ous ugliness, was thrust into the carriage. On 
this solitary spot, it was impossible that the 
recent barbarities of the Indians should not rush 
upon the mind at such an appearance. It was 
difficult to retain one's self-possession before the 
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horrible countenance that had surprised us. I badi 
never witnessed any human face so gigantic and 
horrible, except among the savages of the unex* 
plored regions of Papua, or New Guinea, when 
they yell forth their terrible cries. For the first 
time, I believed the Caliban of Shakspeare em- 
bodied, and staring me in the face. The African 
rode on a mule, stark naked. His eyes were 
black and fierce^ covered by eyebrows of fright- 
ful shag^ness, and, from ardent spirits which he 
had been swallowing, they literally flamed in 
their sockets. His expanded nostrils, which 
seemed to constitute all the nose he possessed, 
were well nigh inhumed in the backward curl 
of his upper lip. His mouth was enormously 
large, and the expression of his features de.^ 
moniacal. His front teeth, by accident or de- / 
sign, had many of them been knocked out,; and ; 
the sounds which issued from between them 
were deep and hollow. His stature was colossal, 
a perfect Hercules in strength; well propor-* 
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tioned And finely moulded^ with the exceptiofri 
of his legs, which presented the common defect 
of his country, in being bandy. ' It was at first 
difficult to understand what he wanted, the noise 
he made was so stunning and boisterous ; biit 
we at length found that the river before us 
being rapid and much swollen, he Had come to 
proffer u6 his assistance in crossing it./ Notwith- 
standing this, his gestures and vociferations ap- 
peared those of a maniac ; and when he put his 
shoulder to the wheels, his single effort seemed 
to do more in promoting their motion than 
the whipping and spurring of all our peons. 
Whon half-way over we stuck fast, and it became 
tiecessal'y to lighten the vehicle bj removing the 
luggage. *rhe bed of the stream was shelving, 
and AdftttkMial horses were harnessed to pull the 
carnage on at the suggestion of our Charon, 
whose exerticms were well applied on the ooea*. 
don. By a united pull the machine was forced 
out of its situation, and we next in our attempts 
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to get forward obliquely; gdt it into deep water, 
when the stream taking it on the aqgle, turned 
it over 9 and drifted it quiedy along to the oppo- 
site shore. The lining, cushions/and all things 
inside were completely drenched. 

While matters were arranging for our further 
progress, the negro attempted to amuse us with 
a variety of antics, singular and diiBgusti»g 
enough, and in return for the gratuity made 
him for his^ services, and stimulated by an ad- 
ditional draft of ^< Aguardiente'^ out of a silver 
goblet,* wished my companion to accept his 

* An iJea may be formed of the monstrous capacity 
of this fellow*8 mouth, by the fact, that the lim of the 
goblet, bell*8baped» and cont^inmg a pint measure, was 
admitted easily within the orifice of his lips, inside which 
its circumference wais buried. His strength and agility 
I may be judged from his fame in the bull ring at Cordoya, 
', wheie^ as we afterwaids heard, hefreqneatly ttied o«t Ihe 
- fiercest bull, by vaulting on its back; and remaining so 
firmly seated, that every effort of the furious animal to dis- 
lodge him being in vain, it would at length ftiU ezhatuted . 
beneath its Herculean rider; a sight that obtained more 
applause for the negro, than the death of half a dozen bulls 
by the weapons of the Matadores. In love, there is no 
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mule as a present, which was one of the finest I 
had ever seen. 

The style of road accommodation improved 
as we approached Cordova. The spot was 
pointed out to. me, where the remains of 
General Linier are deposited. This officer 
being ordered to return to Buenos Ajrres, to 
answer a charge of compromise of his country's 
liberty, was met here by a military escort, 
and shot. Linier was a Frenchman, of con- 
siderable military talent, and was the principal 
cause of the re-capture of Buenos Ayres from 
the British, under General Beresford. For this 
service, he was declared a Viceroy, which pro- 
bably cost him his life.* On the promulga- 
tion of the principles of freedom, he retired to 

accounting for a lady*s taste. This Negro Hercules was 
married to a respectable young woman, and, as report said, 
the mistress of no ordinary charms. The connection was, 
however, of very short duration, the lady finding herself 
necessitated to return to her friends not long after the knot 
was tied.) 

* See Appendix. 
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Cordova, the hold of all those attached to the 
royal cause, and if he did not actually intrigue 
gainst the new order of things, his presence 
there sanctioned the acts of the discontented, 
and was dangerous to the public peace. The 
history of revolutions is unfortunately never 
free from acts of cruelty, which the excess 
of popular feeling, or the less excusable plea 
of expediency, can never justify. Tn <ihe pre- 
sent case, a brave officer who had saved the 
country, was put to death without an hour's 
notice, or even the {ottix of a trial. It is true 
the South Americans were not without numer- 
ous precedents among European nations, for 
such violences, and it is to their infinite credit, 
that the annals of their revolution are disgraced 
with so few instances of cruelty and outrage, 
y After crossing the Rio Segundo, sixteen 
leagues from Cordova, we stopped at the Es* 
tancia of a friend of my travelling companion, 
whose appearance and hospitality made me recal 
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^o memory, what is told of our feudal baroBS^ 
His retainers were as numerous and as obedient 
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I as theirs were, but in all probability infinitely 
vjess ferocious./ W^ were lodged comfortably 
for the nighty and, here finding ourselves wholly 
free from our persevering insect enemies, we 
enjoyed refreshing repose. The cimea of South 
Aihertea, Hke that of Europe, and in size equal 
to our black beetle, retreats after annoying the 
unfortunate sleeper, into holes and. crevices, 
without any trace by which it can be disco- 
vered. The mark on the skin and the effects 
alone, but too clearly prove that it has visited 
you, for it is rarely seen. 
^ The following morning . we arose early . to 
pre^ftTje for.^ur entrance into Cordova, of which 
city i^e soon gained a, fine view from a com-, 
jpaanding emineQce, and of which we shall speak 
in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER IT. 



Modes ofcarriag& ai Cordowh^B^cck of akatemeni i^^kt^ 
HeS'^Cordopese /amify—JRecepHon at Cordova ^^ Man* 
ners — Mining proceedings ^Condttci of South Americans 
in Trade — Riofa^TAe mines of Famatina — Aranc^de^ 
scribed-^DepartmerU of Fajmaiina—of Guandacol—qf 

, IdanoS'^Famatina mountains described'—Mineral pro^ 
ductions. 

While yet on -tlie MI which eomtnandc 
Cordova, on our route from Buenos Ay res, and 
while we were admiring the handsome appear* 
ance it made, we were impeded by a numerous 
train of carts, which it occupied us no little 
time to passV These ponderous and rudely 
built vehicles have been so often described, 
it is useless to enlarge liere upon their con 
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struction. They were returning empty from 
Salta and Jujuy, ^t which places they uiti- \ 
mately discharge the goods which they convey \ 
from Buenos^ Ayres, and afford the means of 
tr^ivelling at an easy price to the inhabitants of 
the different towns and villages on their road, 
who are unable to bear the expense of post 
horses. I counted above a hundred and thirty -- 
persons thus accommodated, chiefly women cal-, 
<ailated for household service, ^r The great 
number of persons of this class, journeying 
to Buenos Ayres, from the Northern provinces 
of the Union, bespeaks as much the poverty and 
want of employ for the population there, as it 
affords a proof of the increasing prosperity of 



:he metropolitan city, under the wise and politic 

measures of the minister Rivadavia* To him 

f is it indebted for the increase of foreign 

{ capital, and its application to the commercial 

{ productions of the provinces of the Rio de la 

I Plata, He not only made Buenos Ayres the 
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key to commer ce,, but with the ingenuity of 
a Bramah, contrived that none should un- 
derstand how to use it without his consent y^ 
Thus he has concentrated internal and foreign 
trade, ai^ taken the wisest . measures for the 
promotion of all that can contribute to their 
increaae. It appears more than probable, that 
the great reduction of importation .duties on 
British goods which he effected, will enable the 
merchants of Buenos Ayres to command the 
.extensive markets of Upper Peru, and that a 
Crevival of trade is not fiur distant among the 
Wiffering people who inhabit the interior pro- 
Winces.* The only consideration being, idiether 
the amount of the abatement will repay the land 
carriage and loss of time, which must be in- 
curred by the use of caravans across the country, 

^ The more recent hostilities with Brazil, will, it is 
feared, cause a serious delay to the advancement. of the 
trade with the iaterior provinces, which is deeply to be 
lamented. 
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but. to &Foiir whieh^ also ituat be added^ tke 
fni^t ttud thneby^ea, round' Cape^ Horn to 
the ports of tlie Pacific, witti the addkioa of 
land cxrAagB^ ob rauks, liience ■ to Fotosi, Are- 
qiiipa, Lit Faz^and other piaccs«niilarlyafeuated, 
hi addlticMi to a ooiafiidQrftbI& ad mScrem> im* 
po6t: ^ i& 8bon> whether the amOttot flavedby 
the reduction of the duties, the expense of sea 
duniageinto the Pacific, and cf mule oandage 
up the. country on thai std^ will meet the car- 
riage by the interior from Buenos Ayrea direct. 
No doubt^ the old mode must be, for a time at 
least, the most certain and expeditious; until 
that by Buenos Ayies be improved, all hope, 
lof whi^h, m the present state of warfase in the 
pipvipee^ of the Rio de la Plata, has^ of course, 
vamshed. 

On arrivii^ at the slope of a hiU^ a courier 
came up, who had been despatched to meet us, 
and hail our arrival Further on the road^ the 
family of my travelling companion had posted 
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itself, ivith oansagBS toconvejt us fiwiin^uv bulky 
vefaiskiiniotlle citjv Nki« yeoni bad dafiscd 
sinoei viy South Anencaii friend had nan his 
sektiTeS) and *> the imefeting ^ms, therefbiK, more 
thaei'iaually ivarm and afectionatg; the ftdiDg 
on eadi side it is idapoMUe to desoribei The 
lAodr of Mtebaome on this occanon, eonsisted, 
betweon the'males^ of more than an Eogliih 
gripe of the h<ind, not quite equal to the pater* 
nal hag of the Fr^aeb itith its eheek salutation, 
but a mixture of both. 

We proceeded with our new friends, the Lo- 
xanos, and soon rattling over the streets, anived 
at their bouse. - The first kind ceremobies of wel- 
come being over, we were Aown into our apart- 
ments, wher6 we dressed for dinner. I was next 
introduced to the head of the family. AMtv this 
introduction, all the compHments peculiar to 
South America were observed, and I was o«er- 
whdmjed with solicitations to partake of ererydish 
-put upon the table, the number of which was in- 
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oonTeniently numerous, and even profuse. The 

company, oonauting principally of males, among 

whom were two holy fathers, was agreeable and 

well bred. The SeBora, and four Senoritas her 

daughters^ gave flattering proofs of the polite | 

deportment, good government, and flourishing 

condition of the house of Lozano. Coffi^ sue- 

cceded a plentiful dessert, after which all of both 

sexes retired to the Sala. The young ladies 

soon after entertained us with some excellent -^ 

music. ^'^T'cannot help remarking here, an 

instance of the characteristic starchness and 

reserve of the old Spanish manners, which is 

still observable on the Sooth American con* 

tinent, where our English customs have not 

been adopted, which they generally are when 

an intercourse between individuals of the two 

nations has taken place, even in a very Umited 

degree* Upon ofibring my arm to one of the 

young ladies, as her escort to the dining-room, 

she seemed overwhelmed with astonishment. 
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and even shocked, if I might judge from the 
expression of her countenance. Her brother, 
: my late fellow trareller from Buenos Ayres^ 
instantly explained away the seeming rudeness 
of my conduct^ by informing her that it was 
now considered as much a mark of polite atten* 
tion to a lady at Buenos Ayres, as in England, 
and was as generally practised. The young 
lady first looked at one of the padres present, 
•her uncle, then at her mother, who shook her 
|head. I felt awkward, and accused myself as 
well as I could, taking care for some time not 
to make a similar tender to a Cordovese lady* 
Before, however, I quitted that hospitable city, 
it became by no means a rare occurrence to see 
ladies and gentlemen arm in arm in the streets, 
a terrible innovation on old Spanish customs. 
By this time, I have no doubt that the strange 
.spectacle of young ladies walking in a string, 
preceding their " mamma," is become com- 
pletely imfashionable, to the horror of padres, 
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and duennas, and of> all enemies of inqoyatiofn^ 

and to the destruetiini oi <f social ordei:,". after 

the notions of the old mastery of the country. 

The first few days of my arj?ival in Cordova 

wore occupied principally in. visits oCcexemony 

to the governor, Colonel Bustos;. and to the 

principal iFamilies and individuals in.,t];i« city. 

These visits were all duly returned. The live* 

liest satisfaction wasevery where displayed at the) 

arrival of ag^ts from England for the avowe^j 

purpose of setting the long neglected mines at* 

work. Our reception by the governor was of 

that sober character, so distinctive of the old 

Spaniards, on the most trivial occasions. Upon 

opening to him the object of ovur nnssdon, .he went 

into afuU consideratioii of it with all due gravity. 

-Deep on his front engraven, . 
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Deliberation sat, and public care, 
while he gave us his earnest and solemn atten- 
tion. At length he promised the full weight of 
his influence in support of the Company^ 
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' We baa to a certain extent been sDtidpated 
in otir objects bjr the shrewd calcolat(»rs at 
Buenos Ayres. These grasping- individnals had 
taken measures 'previously, here as elsewhere, 
to establish a iMnc^ljr. They had^ in fact, 
obtained a special, thoagh* not exclusive grant, 
of the imnes of Cordova for mne years* Still) as. 
the grant was notexcIuMve, the ridi veins of the 
Rioja and Catamarca oflfered an ample field for 
adventure, and almost a. certainty of success. 
Twas, therefore, enaUed to carry into effect, in a 
provisional way, some very valuable contracts in 
the Rioja hills. These have unfortunately ter« 
minated by the dissolution of the Company, on 
whose bdmlf. I entered into them^ to my g]:eat 
regret, and to the disappointment, if not incon« 
venience of the respectable persons in South 
America who granted them. Nor can I say 
this without adding infinite mortification 
to myself in being the instrument of caufr^ 
ing it. 
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In the course of my negocialions for mines 
ynth two adrcut dealers* of Buenos Ayres, for a 
part of the Famaiina privilege, I discovered 
those refinements in intrigue, those subtle arti- 
fices, and under-hand tricks, which characterize a 
people who, just freed from a yoke agaitist the 
power of whidi artifice and trickery were the 
only defence, still retain it, united with many 
of the increased views and more enlightened 
principles of freedom. The duplicity and sub- 
terfuge of the Spanish government in South 
America, had, as is a!lways the case in similar » 
situations, tainted the actions of its subjects. 
Early habits are not to be changed, nor the 
moral impurities, left by misrule, purified at 
once, even by the fiery trial of a revolution. 
Time, successive generations of men, and the . 
pride of advanced knowledge, will only suffice 
for these objects. 1 found no lack of duplicity , 

and evasion in my operations at Cordova ; arid 

J' ' 

* Seiiores Braula Costa, and Ventura Vasquez. 
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if they had not gone to the extent of violating 
honour and credit, they would have been tacitly 
looked upon as fair engines for gaining an ob- 
ject or settling a bargain. Nor did this con- 
duct bdong to the low in station, admitting the 
. excuses of necessity or meanness. As we apply 
the epithet of Uack-Iegs in England, equally to. 
a noble swindler at play, or a cock-pit ragamuf- 
Hn, the charisuster is not solitary as to station. I 
do not mean that this should be understood 
generally, of either the Buenos Ayreans, or Cor- 
doveses. I would not judge so harshly, but I 
experienced its truth individually in the instance 
alluded to from persons moving in the highest 
qphere of society. 

As I have thus digressed a little from Cordova, 
and mentioned the mine of Famatina as oon« 
nected with it, I will, before resuming the 
regular order of my narration, give a short 
account of the province of Rioja, and the cele- 
brated mineral district of Famatina, 

Famatina, the capital of the district. Was 
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founded in 1691 - It is situated in lat. 30., and Ion. 
81 1 ., Spanish reckoning. The climate is hot and 
dry; but the city is well watered by canals, called 
Zequias, which are cut through the streets. In 
the entire province, the inhabitants are estimated 
at eighteen thousand ; of these only thrte thou- 
sand five hundred ^reside in the capitalv^The 
productions of t his mm'm e e are few in number ; 



there is very little trade, on account of its lying 
out of the great commercial routes. The arts 
and manufactures are unknown ; agriculture is 
in a miserable, state. The principal productions 

the earth are oranges and wine. A million 
of the forme;r, and three hundred loads* of 
wine, may be calculated upon every year for 
exchange with the neighbouring cities.^ What- 
ever besides the earth may produce is consumed 
within the territoryy 

Aranco, Famatina, Guandacol^ and Los 

* Carga^ the original word, means the wine one horse 
can carry, or a horse-load of wine. 
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Llanos, are the four departments into which the 
province of Rioja is divided. The department 
of Aranco, is situated in the N. W. ; it is 

• • * * • • • 

twenty leagues from the capital, and about 
seventy in length, and contains three thousand 
inhabitants. The land is tolerably well fitted 
for vineyards and the cultivation of various 
kinds of fruit, but is not adapted for com or 

' f > • 

pasturage. There are few rivulets that are 
never dry, so that no water can be permanently 
relied upon as a supply either for cattle or irri- 
gation. By the cultivation of the vine, the 
inhabitants procure four or five thousand loads 
of wine annually, and fruit of numerous kinds 
is abundant. There are so few cattle that they 
are obliged to purchase their meat out of the 
neighbouring department of Llanos. 

The department of Famatina is west of the 
capital about twenty-five leagues, and its terri- 
tory extends to fifty. The land is very fertile v 
and the inhabitants, about fbdr thousand ia 
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Buniber^ are principally occupied with the culti- 
vation of the vine. The produce is about three 
thousand loads, which, with the crops and fruits 
pf various kinds, ar^ consumed at hom^« Cattle 
^re as scarce as in Aranco, and in like manner 
tb^r meat is obtained from Llanos. Famatina 
is so called from a mountain of that name before 
noticed, and of which we shall presently speaks 

The department of Guandacol is situated 
^ast of the capital,, its ne^r^st frontier being 
seventy leagues distant^ and it extends its limits 
to a hundred. It is bprdered by a ridge of 
mountains, which separates it from Chili, and 
the principal employment of the inhabitants 
(who are about fifteen hundred.) is agriculture. 
The soil is fertile, and .produces miich wheat, 
while water abounds for the purposes of irriga-! 
tipn. The producers but little in the aggregate. 
The land is entailed, and the owners take small 
trouble with it ; when the . season arrives, the 
people prefer employing themselves in hunting 
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the vicufias, in the Cordilleras, vhich are very 
numerous. The flesh is eaten, and the furs fetch 
a high price. Here is another proof of the cnase 
retardingthe progress of agriculture, and no doubt 
that of the human mind with it, which writers 
have before frequently observed in other parts 
of the world. 

The department of Llanos, is situated north 
west of the capital, the nearest frontier about 
thirty leaguei^ and the £»rthest, seventy. The 
inhabitants are about six thousand^ generally 
occu{tted in rearing cattle, of which twenty thou- 
sand head are annuallybrought into the market. 
. The land in. the vidnity of the capital, is. 
unproductive. On the east side there is a tract 
of sixty or seventy leagues, on which a small 
quantity of useful timber is found. The plains 
are covered with very good pasturage, but there 
i& a deficiency of water one part of the year. 
The well-water found on the plains is brackish, 
yet die cattle owners might avail themselves of 
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that iivhich the rains produce, if large reservoirs 
were constructed ; and the water of the Rio 
San Juan, it is credibly asserted, might be con- 
veyed to them if the spirit of enterprize ex- 
isted for such an undertaking, the success of 
which would be of immense importance, and 
amply repay the expense and trouble. 

Two leagues on the west, elevated mountain 
land rises running in a direction from north to 
south, more than thirty leagues by twelve to 
fourteen wide On the summit are plains 
covered with abundant pasturage, but although 
there are streams of water there, the cattle descend 
to drink at the numerous small torrents which 
abound at the foot of this lofty eminence. 

At the distance of thirty-five leagues from 
Rioja, stands the celebrated mountain ridge of 
Famatina. It is exceedingly rich in ores, and 
that portion, the outline of which is known, ex- 
tends at the most moderate calculation, fourteen 
leagues in length, by ten or twelve in breadth. 
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according to the computation of the inhabitants, 
and judging from the partial exploration they 
have yet made of its enotmoUs mass. Perhaps 
not one-hundredth part is yet tolerably known. 
This mountain is full of metallic veins of vari- 
ous kinds. The least vein worked, produces 
from six to twenty marks per box.* Until now 
that they have had an intercourse with foreigners, 
they considered it labour thrown away to work 
ve'ms that would not produce from thirty to five 
hundred. All mining operations being liable to 
vicissitude, the proprietors, who have always 
been deficient in capital, have been constantly 
forsaking old works for new ; the latter giving 
a profit from the commencement, and the miners 
being without machinery, and very much want- 
ing in metallurgical knowledge. Working under 
these disadvantages, they diminish very greatly 
the profits they might otherwise make. 
. /^n the mountidn of Famatina there is wood, 

• • • " 

* CaxoQ of fifty quintals. 
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pasturage, and cattle ; and, four or fiv^ leagues 
distant in the plains, are villages containing 
several thousand inhabitants. The streams ofi 
watelr it possesses, would .allow the establish-; 
ment of numerous mills, and engines for asdist-. 
ing in the pulverization of the metallic ores) and 
would render productive what is now mere 
wa^e, returning from that even no trivial 
profit. The transport of metals or goods to the 
city is made by the inhabitants, carrying their 
loads over fifteen leagues of rugged, rocky 
ground, notwithstanding it may be avoided by 
a road further to the right of their present 
route, longer it is true, but consisting entirely 
of level land, in fact only crossing the plains. 
It is said, that the present road might be made 
tolerably good. Were proper methods adopted ; 
but of the practicability of this, I had of course 
no opportunity of forming a very correct judg- 
.inent. 

The vast chain of this mineral elevation, con* 
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fiisU of numerout mouiitaiii xidges, each coi)- 
taining veins of di£%irei)t lOetaUic orcfi. In the 
centre of these ridges, towers over all, that firom 
whence rises the summit of the Nievadb, or mbwy 
mountain,* so called from its rocky peak being 
clothed in eternal saow* I cbnld not learn that 
any one had eVer attempted to ascend it. The 
length of the ridge of the Nevado is at least 
iifity leagues, perhaps more. 

Feasants qualified (inhabitants of the moun'^ 
tain of Potosi), who were working the mines 
here, being pulled at the variety of the ores 
they met with, the indications varying and 
many of the mineral substances being wholly 
unknown to them, confined themselves to rais- 
ing gold and silv^^ only, under the customary 
appearances these metals bore. Of other mineral 
appearances they were ignorant, from their utteir 
want of the scientific knowledge necessary to 
discover their nature and value. It is highly 

* From " Nevadji,'* snow idiower. 
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probable that tnetals^ the qualities of which are 
wholly unknown^ exist ia this extraordinary 
district— metals that, until the country is ex- 
plored by sound mineralogists, the natives of 
Europe can never imagine to exist. The ores 
known to the native miners, are styled Phmo 
roncoy Rosicler^ Lisa^ Pclco, Azufrddoy Ani- 
uodd^ 4*^. and every one of these in its kind, 
offers many varieties. Plomo ronco, is silver 
mixed with lead, Paco, brown oxide of iron, 
and native silver ; Rosicler, red or rose" coloured 
ore ; Lisa, lead ore, and sulphur, &c. &c. The 
first settlers: in the country, in a petition ad- 
dressed to Philip II. stated that they had 
built a town, near a mountain, containing gold, 
silver, quicksilver, and copper. Among other 
privileges they begged an exemption from pay- 
ing, duties called Coboy Quinfo, for five years, on 
account of the great expenses they alleged they 
nad mcurred, in discovering and setting these 
mmes to work. It appears that the king did 
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not thkik fit. to grant their prayer, which doubt- 
less put a stop to their further exertion's. 

The object of the ancient Spanish government 
was to' increase the population, in the succession 
of villages upon the high road to Peru ; the 
conquest and tranquil possession of which, by 
the Spaniards, was earlier than the discovery of 
Fatnatina. The geographical situation of this 
last district, separated it from the line of vil- 
lages and posts which formed the channel of 
traffic, arid, afforded the most secure route for 
transport, there too aboriginal inhabitants were 
numerous arid powerful. It was this cause, which 
made the old Spaniards prefer working the 
mines of Potosi, though they are not more than 
a few miles in circumference, whilst it is affirmed 
those of Famatina arc thirty leagues. In point of 
riches tpo, Potosi yields commonly but from six 
to twelve marks per box (Caxon), while Fama- 
tina gives from six to six hundred marks in the 
same quantity ; moreover the territory of Fama-. 
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tina had within iu borders so few Spaniards 
compared to the number of savages^ that every 
thing was in favour of Fotosi, thus quicksilver 
was always carried there in preference to Fama« 
tina^ on account of the risk, and a bank of 

m 

exchange and mint were established from the 
same motive of security. 

Rioja is 114 leagues from Cordova ; 51 from 
Catamarca ; ^7 from Buenos Ayre^ ; ISO frbm 
St. Luis ; 109 from San Juan ; 169 from Men- 
doza ; 63 from Santiago de Chile ; 130 from 
Guaiidacol; 110 from Santiago del Estero; 
111 from Tucuman; 198 fn»n Salta; and 
207 from Jujuy 
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CHAPTER III. 

Cordova resumed-^dvU government^ C^un^ infiuence^^ 
Society and opirnom — EecepHpn of. a Perupiari Bishop-r^ 
Ceremonies — Anecdote, of ifie BishopU treatment — Don 
Mariano Fragneira^Convenis^-Taking the Veil — The 
Alameda of Cordova-~Ejfect9 of the climate on the human 
frame — Ladiei dress ^^Paseos — Mode of teaching a 
graceftd walk to ladies — Jealousies of people of different 
state9-'L.teliect(ftheinhabitanU, 

W£ will now resume the thread of our naiv 
rative, and return to OordoVa. This city was 
once the see of a bishop, and is situated in a 
shallow valley.* The hills around are insiguT- 
ficant in. size; but partially wooded, and kept 
in a state of excellent irrigation. The popula* 
tion, from the best source of information I could 

• Lat. 31" 15" S. Lon. 62* 5" W. 
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obtain, in the absence of correct data, may be 
from eight to nine thousand, or perhaps ten.^ 
It is united in federal government with Buenos 
Ayres, its convenient distance from which, its 
vicinity to the navigable river Parana, which 
falls into the Rio de la Plata, and the means of 
transit both by land and water, seems an excel- 
lent station for the establishment of a mining 
company. The granite hills in its vicinity 
afford abundant ores, and they possess the 
necessaries of wood, water, mules, and pas- 
turage for cattle in abundance. The only im- 
pediment is the want of practical miners to 
teach the unemployed peasants of the country 
the rudiments of the art. 

Cordova has a local independent government 
professedly civil, though under what may be 
styled a military authority. To be more ex* 

* Ignacio Nunez rates the population of the city from 
twelve to sixteen thousand j of the province from seventy 
to eighty thousand. 
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plicity there is no government that can be 
styled a civil police. It has, it is true, its cham- 
ber of representatives, which affects to be the 
dispenser of justice, and the guardian of civil 
right, and by which the president governor, as 
executive chief, should be returned. But, upon a 
recent occasion, on the termination of the trien- 
nial service of Colonel Bustos in the foregoing 
capacity, the feebleness of the Chamber's in- 
fluence in support of another candidate, was 
evinced by a show of bayonets in favour of the 
Colonel, in defiance of the popular represen- 
tative. Under these forcible demonstrations of 
feeling, the old soldier perhaps acted, wisely in 
accepting o£Sce, though he was much censured 
by the supreme government for so doing, as 
well as by many of the most respectable citizens. 
It was deemed an act of usurpation on his part, 
though it cannot be doubted that it averted 
much evil, and prevented the anarchy which 
might otherwise have followed. It should appear 
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that in countries which have just raised them^k 
selves from a. state of despotism to freedom, 
and its concomitant blessings, some time must 
elapse l)efore the mass of the people can under-f 
^tand their situation, and repress within due 
limits the inclination to excess. The patriotic 
party frequently acts by its influeiice upon the 
feelings of its supporters, without the latter 
comprehending the true principles of the new 
order of thing$. The partisans of the old sys* 
t^n five ready to foment discord, in any way 
that may lead to confusion, and through that to 
some hoped-for counter-revolution, by which 
they may profit; and, finally, three-fourths ctf the 
clergy, under the plea of religion, make tem-^ 
poral objects their sole end, act upon the fears 
of the superstitious^ threaten the wavering, and 
anathematize the refractory, in order to secure 
iupport in every new disturbance, by which they 
themselves may obtain the return of their old 
wealth without service, and their ancient un- 
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iOont]X>lable powcp without responribility. In 
Cordova the society is a strange mixture. One 
fourth of the peop^ are friends of liberty, in 
the fullest sense of thei term, even to excess of 
wildness ; ai^other fourth are led any way, and 
completely in the halter of their party ; the next 
fourth may be said only. to have the snaffle in 
l;heir jaws ; while the last portion is under 
whip and spur, and rode with the old monkisn 
curb. 

The diversity of sentiment and o^nnion, to 
whi0h this state ,of things gives rise, is by no 
means characterised by the exterior of the 
people at l^rge. The same grave deportment 
jus preserved at the Funcion, Mesa, and Con- 
fesion.. Still even the relics of the papal 
jedifice and of Spanish tyranny are seqretly 
mouldering, and they fall one aftal another, 
without any External signs sufficiently obvious 
to alarm the observer, who would arrest the 
progress.of their destruction. From Cordofva 



I 
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the abolition of the fees of the church has 
gradually spread throughout the united pro- 
vinces of Peru, It was impossible^ however, 
not to remark the want of personal attention 
observable on the occasion of the Bishop of La 
Paz passing through the city on his route from 
Upper Peru, whence he had been driven to em- 
bark at Buenos Ayres for Old Spain. Ifeit wererea- 
sonable to feel regret for the decay of any church, 
the object of which was its own temporal ambition 
and emoluments, and the oppression, and supero 
stitious misleadings of its people, it must have 
been felt here. The doctors, canons, and friars, 
more especially the Franciscans, to which prder 
the prelate belonged, swelled his train, and did 
their best to inspire respect. Every effort of 
the expiring influence of the church was exerted.. 
A grand Bishop's Mass was celebrated yvith all 
the pomp, parade, and circumstance of the Ro- 
mish ritual, the impressive grandeur of which 
was overawing to the senses; but the people 



lL 
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were far more intent on examining the person 
of this mean looking little ecclesiastic during the 
ceremony of mitring and robing, than on any 
act of devotion. 

* It bad been so long since a service of the pre^ 
ceding nature had been witnessed at Cordova, 
that the master of the ceremonies had become 
tusty from disuse. He was several times at 
fault in attiring the bishop^ at which' the latter 
was evidently embarrassed! At the close of 
mass, he was again divested of his gorgeous 
frocking, and passing down the aisle of the ca« 
thedral, dispensed his blessing, but in a manner 
neither graceful nor dignified. At last he hur- 
ried &6m the edifice, as if mortified with receiv- 
ing no other sbew of deference, than a sly glance 
or two of adoration from an old Beatificay* and 
tlie' beggarly implorings of some palsied kneel- 
ing Incurables. H^ was followed across the 
Plaza, by a few noisy boys, yelping ** El 

• A female devotee Vouie uu hianc, 
VOL. I. K 
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Obispo ! El Olnspo !" a degradation which the 
prelate should have been spared, by the pn>. 
vision of a carriage. This Misa de Gracia was 
succeeded a day or two afterwards by a grand 
procession, which obliged almost the whole city 
to come down on its knees« All the church 
influence in the place was put in requisition 
for this occasion, to obtain demonstrations of 
respecL The procession moved from the cathe- 
dral with sacerdotal pomp, and was nearly two 
hours performing the circuit of the Plaza. The 
time was filled up with the elevation of the 
host by the bishop, at altars erected at the 
corners of the square, and gaudily decorated 
.with half the valuables, private and public, of 
the city. The governor and members oi the 
Cabildo,* and others, who fcdlowed the bishqp 
with wax lights, seemed to view this pious 
pantomime as the last that would ever be ex- 
hibited there, and to be now granted rather as a 

♦ Council, or Chapter. 



BELIGIOUS CKREMOKIES. 67 

tribute to fallen greatness than from any re- 
spect to the ceremony itself, which was truly 
I worthy an age of the darkest superstition. The 
I women, of whom there was a vast concourse, gave 
it, by their devout demeanour and sparkling 
eyes, an interest of which it would not otherwise 
have been susceptible in the view of an English* 

N 

man not of the same faith/ 

The last public act of the Bishop of La Paz 
was that of confirmation ; it occupied several 
days, from a notion industriously spread abroad^ 
that no sou of San Pedro thus directly and 

^ explicitly authorised would ever again visit 
Cordova. In ccmsequence every body was con« 
firmed. Sucking infants were borne in the 
arms of their mothers, and doomed, as infanta 
never were before, (at least, as I imagine, they 
never were), to stand in the shoes of their god« 

\ papas and god-*mammasi The good priest, 
however, observing the mania that had seized 
his flock, seemed to think seriously of number 

F 2 
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one) in doing which the brotherhood are nevet 
deficieot, and'to calculate the fatigue he must 
imdergo. He doubtIess|^dministered unction of 
any sort, and in any way, to those who pressed 
forward to receive it, and thus hastened to disen- 
gage himself from the bleatings of his flock as 
soon as was practicabler} • 

The distaste shown to this prelate by the 
people of Cordova, arose more from his adhesion 
lo the cause of old Spain, than from his episco- 
pal characteri— this was clear, and was exhibited 
in an affair not very creditable to those cou- 
eerned in it. .' It was, of course, necessary for the 
prelate to have a sufficient quantity of the cur^. 
rency to proceed on his journey, and he de- 
spatched his servant with fifty ounces of gold, 
that he might get silver in exchange. The 
scrivener who undertook to furnish the change, 
which would take some time to collect in rials, 
half, and quarter rials, shuffled off the busi- 
ness from day to day, till at length the pre» 
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late^ prudently dreadiDg the effect of litigation^ 
; abandoned his money, and proceeded on his. 

4 

journey.; Previous to so doing, however, he 
sent a servant, as a last efibrt to endeavour by 
fair means to regain a portion of his money ; but 
the swindling scrivener reminded the messeng^ 
of a scriptural passage, which he bade him 
repeat to his master, hoping that in it there 
would be found ample consolation, namely, *' 1 
was a stranger and they took me in.**^ There is 
not the smallest sympathy felt in South Ame- 
rica for a loyalist,* not a particle more than the 
king and monks of old Spain feel for a refrac* 
tory colonist pf Spanish America, except that 
in America they will not take his life, by which 
they have the balance of humanity in their 
fevour. .This sharper was extolled for his 
shrewdness and wit, and the poor old priest 
kughed at for his credulity* I do not mead 
that a sharper of this description at Cordova 

• 'J'ermed Godo. 
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would not be compelled hj the laws to make 
restitution, had the bishop applied to an autho- 
rity for redress; but he himself judged it more 
discreet to put up with the loss than take such a 
step, lest it should lead to a knowledge of the 
contents of his travelling equipage, and the 
roukcmuc he still had in his possession. 

With all the foregoing indifference towards ^ 
dignitary of the church, the ecclesiastical in^ 
fluence is perhaps more powerful at Cordova, 
than in any other place in South America* It 
is still superior there^ both to the executive and 
legislative authority ; as a proof of which, I may 
instance the following circumstance, which oc- 
curred during my residence in that city. The 
church in its quota of representatives bad in- 
cluded one of those unbending bigots^ whose 
iSery and ambitious spirit of orthodoxy admita 
not of the slightest innovation upon the church's, 
supremacy, and whose zeal rages fiercely upon 
every meeting occasion. This zealot had ren* 
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dered himself obnoxious to the liberal party, and 
being anonymously lampooned in a vulgar way 
he discovered at last that the author was an op* 
position member of the chamber, whose cba« 
racter was by no means one of the best. The 
churchman refused to attend the house of as« 
sembly as usual, and was then cited to appear 
personally, and answer for his conduct. To 
this citation, he replied, that in his eyes the 
house was a corrupt assembly, and he would 
not degrade himself by attending its sittings. 
This refusal gave rise to a debate of ccmsi- 
derable acrimony, and a search was made after 
precedents for his arrest, but none could be 
found that would affect a member of the church. 
An appeal was next made to the executive ; but 
the governor was really possessed of too little 
power to interfere, or dreaded the consequences of 
embroiling himself especially having been lately 
ctiarged with an act of aggression himself. At this 
stage of the proceedings the defendant, having 
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displayed the power of the churchy and feeling 

the inconvenience that might accrue to the public 

from a reiterated refusal, appeared in. the as* 

sembly, and established the ground- work of his 

charge against the whole chamber, by accusing 

on^ of its members of mal-practices, especially 

in the character of a public defaulter. The 

charge not being refuted, a molion.was made 

for the expulsion of the delinquent from the 

house, which it is needless to say, was carried. 

Thus the affair terminated, proving the city of 

Cordova to be still . under the domination of the 

Church, notwithstanding the political changes 

which had taken place, 

Ther cathedral of Cordova, constructed after , 

/ 

the Moorish Gothic fashion, is an imposing edi-- 

fice.: There fare still existing in the city con-; 
vents of all the orders^ There is also a coHege, 
onpe the property of the Jesuits, and devoted to 
learning a^ taught by thenv^ but this is now re- 
duced to the level of a mere preparatory school, 
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for want, as its present polite governor as&ured 
me, of competent professors, and funds to pro- 
vide for them. The rich and extensive estates 
with which it was endowed have gone to decay, 
since the grand staple trade of Cordova, namely 
that in mules with Peru, has been extinguished 
by the war. One cannot help r^retting to see 
in so fine a country so many objects capable 
of improvement, and of giving sustenance and 
comfort to a numerous population, as well as 
wealth to the capitalist, lying neglected for want 
of money to reinstiU;e them. Various tempting 
propositions and offers were made me, of the finest 
estates, which in a few years would have repaid 
the original purchase money. At present Cor- 
dova can be considered little more than the first 
toll-gate on the road to Peru. Every thing is flat 
and at a stand-still. There will ere long be a 
revival without doubt ; but its progress must bd 
slow from the want of pecuniary means. 

Th^re are iseveral spirited individuals in Cor- 
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dova who will not suffer what : 
power and uifiucnce to retrograd 
these public characters, Don Mari; 
I was indebted for many persotu 
well as for the gratification of 
efforts for restoring hia native dty 
wealth and consideration. Don 
only fc^oWed the occupation of a 

/ 1 was pleased to discover had found Insure to 
attend to manu&ctures alsa He established a 
tan-yard and currier's shop ; and what was my 
surprise on visiting his works, to find three or 

. four of my countrymen actively labouring there, 
'rhey showed me specimens of boot-leg^ngs 
equal to the best British in appearance ; but it 
was their opinion, from the fineness of the cli- 
mate, that they would never imbibe the tanning 
so well.i This I verified in wearing a pair of 
CordoveK boots, which sell at from two to three 
dollars a pair. In point of workmanship and ap- 
pearance, they were equal to any that Hoby could 
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dry climate would last as long ; 

by no means water-proof; it is 

than the Englisli. I found that 

nber of Frettchmen and other 

dora, employed in the different 

!e§8ion and trade, which have 

by the liberal system and 

patnouc ettorts of Don Mariano, affording a 

happy contrast to the narrow and cautious 

spirit as to improyement which is evinced in 

other parts of South America. 

I have before noticed thali Cordova ab6unds 
with convents and nunneries, the gloomy qua- 
drangles of which darken the best parts of the 
dty, giving an idea to the stranger that they 
' compose one half of its buildings. The most 
injurious consequence of the prevalence of the 
Catholic futh in any country, is, next t« its op- 
pontion to the march of freedom, the encourage- 
ment of idleness and the repres^on of industry, 
by devoting its members to purposes that take 
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them out of the sphere of common life» from th6 
promotion of the welfare of the body politic. 
In a country like South America that cannot be 
fully peopled for many ages, where plenty might 
be rendered universal by a little well-timed in- 
dustry, and the boon of independence is not 
beyond the reach of any who, with small means, 
will persevere in its pursuit, what can be more 
impolitic than to shut up women as nuns, and 
to maintain an idle set of male devotees in a 
state of celibacy, at the cost of those who 
labour ! The dogmas of the Catholic creed are 
here at open variance with the first law of na- 
ture, the happiness of mankind. The mind 
sickens at such a system. A superabundant 
body, mahitained by the industry of any com- 
muiAyj' anid i^uiUing'no benefit, is an excres- 
C&Ate "wftlch ifrhcfuld Be tsftiaved down. '^'The hun- 
dtedi of^azy moiiks' and "friars, that swarm 
in idleness, eiicour^ge* vice, anfd aife oftenV'fet 
money, the profligate tools of the ' b'asife' 'and 
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ccMTupty and panders to the sensual appetites of 

the most depraved, are utterly incompatible with 

good government and well regulated society. 

>. The use made of convents by the Spaniards and 

; Portuguese is abhorrent to our common feel- 

' ings. These establishments have been found a 

' convenient provision for a daughter in order 

; that her portion of dower may revert to more 

favoured childrei})^ and this unjustifiable use 

of them has been a great cause of their con* 

, tinned existence. (IVfost of the nunneries in 

! these countries are sinks of profligacy, under 

' cover of religion. In Cordova the daughters of 

' some of the first families are immured in such 

establishmentsy in violence to social happiness. 

/I was present at the ceremony of taking the 

veil by a novice in that city, and I will detail 

what I saw, and the disgust I felt at a most 

barbarous act of Romish superstition. T was 

indebted for the sight to my friend^ Doctor 

Theodoro L*****. 
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This/ceremony began about nine o'clock in 
the morning by the celebration of mass; which, 
being concluded, the congregation present was 
allowed to ascend the steps which led from the 
area of the church to the altar, and to approach 
as near as was commodious to the grated sanclum 
sanctorum, which at other times cut off the 
secluded sisterhood from observation. Over this 
grated recess, as over hell gates, might have 
been not inappropriately inscribed, the celebrated 
line of Dante — 

** Lasciate ogni spertmza, voi ch' entrate ;" 

for she who takes the veil, leaves " hope behind," 
indeed. The breathing world, the glory of the 
heavens, the gorgeous hues of nature, the fes- 
tival and dance, the social delights of her fellow 
beings, are to her a sealed book. ^^ Ever-during 
dark" surrounds her ; the tomb itself is hmm^ 
desirable than this living inhumation, which only 
** keeps alive despair." In ftont of the recess, 
whidi was sufficiently gloomy, siat the patrcm 
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iatherS) in easy chairs, emblems of the sloth of 
the profession, and examples of good living. 
They were dressed in canonical robes, of rich 
Peruvian embroidery, glittering with gold. Apt 
symbols these of the simplicity of original Chris, 
tianity ! They supported a white cowled capu* 
chin of La Merced. The very sight of these 
jolly priests was designed (admirably adapted 
for the purpose^ no doubt) to elevate the ima* 
gination of the novice, or rather victim, to 
heaven and its promised inheritance. What ab- 
surdities are too great for the superstitious from 
habit and education to swallow ! 

he sisterhood of the convent had moved 
/into their chapel, previous to our admission from 
the aisle. The interior of the space in which 
they ware, was almost opaque to the eye that 
^approached it from the glare of day in the body 
of the church. Two lines of faint stars, equi^ 
distant, and parallel with each other, were all 
that were viable at first, with a ieadii^ one in 
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the centre. In a few minutes, ^^I^ep, .^he.^ight 
became adapted to the dimn^s& ^pi:^(>4»< ithe 
candles were traced downwards frpp (tl^ ^ai^ 
to the outlines of the twenty-one human fig]ures . 
sustaining them, entirely envelpped .iif ,w^te. 
An interval of perfect, silence firs^ lo^k.^pjac^. 
This was soon broken by the i^uijid of, low. an4 
distant music, which swelled by de^ees higher 
and higher in tones of solemn mcl^nchply, wd 
then died away in lik,e manner until they wex;e 
lost in silence^ deathly as that which • re]g9ed 
before they commenced. The ghostly father 
then began an oration} adn^irably adapted to 
Reconcile the novice to her new circumstances, 
to calm her feelings, and keep up her i^uiits^ 
delivered in language that, for gravity aqd pomp, 
could not be surpassed^ and with adpjrable 
modulation of voice*. He thus, kept uj^.i|pQ^, 
our knees on the cold slabs, for , nearly . two 
hours. The substance and sense pf bis, address 
ihight be comprised in the oft .,rep^fit|^{J,cq|v 
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j solatory oonclusion of many of his periods, ** that 
: it wan infinitely better to abide in the house of 
' the Lord, than to dwell in the courts of the 
ungodly.",; 

At the termination of the foregoing address, 
the {air devotee, who had remained all this time 
in a posture of adoration before a crucifix, being 
relieved of the wax taper ^ which she held in her 
hand, flung herself prostrate on t\\e floor of the 
churchy in token of her humility, even to the 
dust. Whilst in this position, she received ab- 
j solution for all her past indiscretions and sins, 
and a passport to a life of penance and perpetual 
chastity. She arose after this, was uncovered, 
and led between two of the sisterhood to a wictet 
formed in the grating, just large enough to 
admit the reception of the veil,' which was pre- 
senreed on a tray £o the holy father/ It was then 
placed upon' her head, with a suitable exhortation 
to c6nform*to the' duties of the sacred character 
with whicih 'she was invested by it. After 

VOL. T. o 
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tbisy a crown of flowers^ which seemed ex* 
quisitely garlanded and grouped, was placed 
over all^ like a wreath upon a sepulchre. There 
appeared a good deal of anxiety in those 
present to observe in particular this interesting 
part of the ceremony, and how she recdved the 
veil ; I was at the opposite side of the wicket, 
and not close enough to see it minutely ; 
nor could I gather whether she received a 
clerical salutaticm on her being made one of 
the blest, or only a low word of chaste advice ; 
but a momentary union of the veil and cowl, 
as well as I could observe, seemed to me to 
happen. 

The wicket was now closed, and the newly 
initiated one was conducted imm^diatdy in front 
of the rest The listers retired in order, to 
seats regularly arranged on each side the interior 
of the recess, so that the newly made nun was 
left alone in such a position that a light which 
she held should fall full upon her countenance. 
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Whether her features were more beautiful and 

, interesting from the associations 4>f the moment, 

, I cannot pretend to divine ; but they appeared to 
< i 

me to beam with an ineffable smile of satisfaction/ 

and peace upon all around. Her parting rela- 
tives and friends wept, and the incitors to such 
an unnatural sacrifiee ought also to have been 
touched. 

" What a cruel action !*' I ejaculated to my- 
self, as this /pretty young creature stood thus 
before me, her spirits artfully calmed and be- 
guiled by music as etfaerial as it could be made, 
to Handel's beautiful air oi ** Wafl her, angels, 
to the skies'^" what a cruel action to cut off 
this lovely Idossom firom its surrounding flowers, 
from the freeair of heav€n,under which she might 
have become the brightest I— ^to sever her from 
Ufe, from the duties of an affectionate wife and 
mother, to change her from being a benefactor 
to her country, to a useless weed in the social 
field !'" She did not appear more than eighteen 

G 2 



\ 

\ 



84 COEDOTA. 

yean of age. What years of comfort and hap^ 
piness oii^t die not have had in the world ! 
The life of a cloister, even whore it is not 
rendered licentious by the priests, is almost 
invariably one of misery^ of secret feuds and 
contests fed by idleoew and* eAvy. What a 
fatal thing, that it should be varnished over 

• " • • • 

with so much of the pomp and circumstance of 
religion to conceal its deformity ! 

Having exhibited herself for about five mi- 
nutes, or more, in the way I have mentioned, 

f 

the ceremony concluded by her embracing each 
of the sisterhood separately as they sat in their 

places, from the lady abbess downwards. ^ This 

' '* ' ' " • ^ ^ • 

she seemed to do with more or less of endear- 

' • . ■ * • . . . 

ment, according to her preference of feeling 

for each, and with an air of great grace and 

elegance, which was even toucbing. ' After this 

*•••.'■ .•■'•' ^ « . 

the sisterhood retired two and two, with ah af- 
fecting solemnity, in accordance with the gravity 
of the music. The fathers moved off with an air 
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of triumph on their plump visages) and a6 
though they had achieved an act acceptable to 
the Creator of the world. Thus this poor girl 
ended her existence with all beyond the convent 
walls : well for her if, 

•'/f he world lor^ting^ by Ae warld forgot.!' 
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1 shall not, however, easily forget her, or the 
last scene in which she figured before the world 
and me. 

The hasty wa^ in which I noted down the 
few things which the hurry of my visit to South 
America allowed me to record, and any want of 
order in their arrangement, will, I trust, be over- 
looked, when it is considered that I lay no claim 
to the character of a travelling author. My 
object was business, my journey was rapid ; my 
observations are^ therefore, desultory as they 
occurred. I state this, lest I should be accused 
of not being minute enough, or of ranging too 
widely from object to object. .Thus I have al- 
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r«ady metttioned the Alameda, or public vfalk 
at Buetios Ayres : I will now notice that of 
Cordova* 

Th& Alameda 18 situated at one extremity of 
the cityi It is a most agreeable promenade>.the 
best I have seen in South America. Its form is 
square, with regular avenues of trees, and stone 
seats between them. There h a .fine sheet of' 
water ia the centre, and also a temple or pavi«* 
lion, to which parties frequently go and' form 
pic^mm* Besides, the numbers of pretty women 
and cavaliers whopromenade there, daring the 
delicioifls eveninga of that fine latitude, there is; 
a fund of amusement for the curiotis stranger 
in viewing the groupes of women, who repair 
tliither from the subturbs iox watar. TJbere they 
crack their jokes, and hold thm gossip together^ 
and then walk away, with large vases upon their 
heads of elegast shape, made of the clay of the 
oountry. Though full to the brim, they manage 
never to sjrill a drop; yet the base of the vessel 
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J^ tapers away, and is inseirted in a pad./ When 
empty, they have a custom of carrying them on 
one side^ which at a distance gives them the ap-* 
pearance of soldiers with sharpshooters' capa 

A common remark made by travellers, is nd 
where better exempKfied tba» at Cordova;^ k is 
that the graceful movements and' pliant piwers 
of the human body always keep pace with the 
lu&uriance of the dimate. The fndivid^itds^ of 
khe modey groupe which visits the Alameda, 
possess a symmetry which ladies of our nortfaorn 
climate nught wiell envy, and that without the 
trouble of strait ladng. Their carriage asnd 
manners agree with theii* elegance of fbrm, and 
are never constrained, being strictly natural. 
The ladies of Cordova are ad^ts in the use 
of their fine eyes^ whieb they know how to 
manage wi& terrible effect. They lU^ewise 
practise the old fashioned exercise of the fan as 
adroitly as th^ neighbours, th^ Porte&os,f and 

* People of fiucnos Ayres* 
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hftvf^ 9> vckUch better, jtbeatire tin tb^ Alameda for 
the 4kp\^y, ,i^,.Oi^ir :pmA^m^ m at. .The 

r 

^Jap^, kerchief of .th?m<pst pQe%, fabw ip^si- 
Uff, ^acbed to .9^ .hr\g^}t ,J^mimkf^i9i%>^e 
pp iff ^e^.cxow^j p^^yft ^Uh a. J^|«don«ft4il6^ 
j^^%9»q# ab<iut tbe^ fiH^ aod 3^ck^ ^^.bipb- U 
half conceals, while it shades and give^ Yaddi* 
tipnalintefest U>. the Welie^ fcaivos mid features. 
Ah^t.or bonx^tiis ne^er 3e^».pii fl.l^/f» head, 
eKce^t when in .equestirian dce^ S in wbieh she 
alwajfs. appears, to the greatest 4i$fidvaaage, 
dpwdyt wd wtia, , A couple- of boaux from , 

Buew^ASE^'SLr^vedatCordpTa daring my^^fitajT, | 
^p^.cgajtrUb^^tedaig^at deal to thq gaiety of tlie ' 
city. A rpund pf balls mdconv^rzathn^e gave . 
them an opportunity of distributing their favours 
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with a liberaisiij which ^stoni^ed the Cordo- 
jvenes. These^ge^tkikiaeii r^pi^^setoted a eompany 
|«k Buetios Ajftes^^TmeA^proe&re a tAioiMpdiy 
iof the ' FamiaitiQa laifA etfhe^ riin^^. • ^ Otcasional 
fiWmf^ •'wem given ftt their kistiince. At one of 
4fa0 latter I: was ^i^deen^ It wasi nothing more 
>draii<kfiieHOui^irion on horseback, labcKitt a league 
ait^H fai^lf ^frotn the city; to a coiuktry-house^the 
^ptbperty of th^ celebmted Dean IPh^^ a member 
^ 'tli6 Otogress, and anther of a wotk on the 
risdatid ptogtei^ of the South American Bievo- 
ItttSon^ 

'We slel off after hn early dinner, a cavalcade 
of-abt>nt twenty equestrians, comprising together 
the mothers, grandmothers, and aunts of the 
young ladies, in carriages. .Custom hais not 
j^etisanotioned the licence of unmaMied ladies 
being' out of sight of their relatives until the 
matrimonial knot is tied. When they are mar* 
ried^ they have escape, as it were, from an im* 
* ' ' • Pic-nic parties. 
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prisonment. The consequence of all this is, 
that they do not settle down into good wives so 
easily as women in England, who are allowed 
more licence before marriage, and whom educa* 
tion and good breeding render responsible.' In 
England, self-respect inspires a confidence, and 
gives a character of stability, self-importance, 
and self-reliance unknown to unmarried women 
here ^ a far better guarantee these to p^cnts of 
their children'^s viitue before marriage, and to 
husbands after* 

We rode in ' the confused manner through 
dirty lanes and rough broken fields, that fox- 
hunters ride in England. In short, this Paseo 
was more like a fox-chase than any thing else I 
can coinpare it to. On our arrival, an interest- 
ing exhibition of cavalier address took place in 
dismounting the ladies. On the party alighting 
at the ruinous, barbarous, and af^parently long 
deserted structure, the ladies upon entering the 
saloon were quickly put to the route by a host of 
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fleas, its only inmates. The pretty feet and 
ancles of the SeBoritas, of which they are justly 
vain, were attacked with a ferocity which made 
them cry out, and afford at the same time an 
unconscious exhiUtion of their agility, and a 
partial display of the symmetry of those limbs 
on which they so much pride themselves. I 
could not help thinking what a wretched defence 
my country women would have made in such a 
case, though they would have attempted it not- 
withstanding, rather than, like these damsels, 
have accepted auxiliary aid to; disperse the enemy. 
We lingered near this spot about an hour, 
culling flowers and simples, and making mutual 
exchanges of them in token of admiration or 
reelect. A few of the party who had rambled 
into a neighbouring vineyard having rejoined 
us, we proceeded to take refreshments, and 
while so doing, a vast deal of joking and merri- 
ment took place at each other's expense, which 
gave a zest to our collation. We then galloped 
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back to Cordovn, and entailing the city peU-n)e|], 
caused such a clattering through the, thinly 
l^pulated streets, thfit we .astoni^^ th? p99C?- 
al?le. inhabitants, wbo^ were , her<^. and thkere 
grouped together oufiside their hpuses^ ci)joyii]ig 
the serene atmosphere and cloudless ^ky of 
evening in this del^ciqus cUinate. ^ Thjs is a part 
of the day so beautiful, that usage never niakes 
its enjoyment pall upon the s^ne^s, epcj the px- 
quisite. pleasiire it affords cannot b^ guessed by 
those who live in an atmospl\ere uncertaii^ and 
clouded as our own. 

. The .action of the horses tr^ned for ladies* 
use is peculiar ; they are taught by a hide tether 
fas^ned.to their fetlocks, which obliges them to 
niove with a pace which may be styl^ a species 
of dog-trot, father than any thing else^ pr it may 
be compared to the amble of our own horses. 
In South America I observed that this practice 
was not confined alone to anin^als. I wx^ in- 
formed that young ladies were formerly (if not 
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M present, in some old-fasTiioned corners of tlie. 
\ country,) treated'in a similar maimer; andre^ly 
iif khe inimitable gait of 'the South American 
ladies be attributable to this mode of drilUhg 
tJiem to use their legs, the art is well worth 
adoj^ting ill England j and has the advantage of 
beiA^ "^luickly leatnt. I'ot example, let the 
carfeftil^temin^a takie her daughters anclei^ and 
noose them wt£h ribbons of {he requisite lengths 
fo^ "the step required; Next, chalk the floor at 
the distances, and in the figure which taste may 
dictate. On one side of the room a scale of 
inches may be laid down corresponding to the 
figures by which to increase the length, size, and 
time, secundum artem. Now set the little Miss 
going, and watch her carriage and the pointing 
of her tbes as she proceeds, which tnay be ad- 
justed or rectified at pleasure after the latest and 
most approved law of fashion, and according to 
the rules of attitude and gesture of Scbastiano 
Fandango. ' In the course of a dozen lessons the 
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young lady will be an adept and aUe to parade 
on an English Alameda with the majestic air of 
a South American belle. 

Th^ houses in Cordova are for the most part 
flat-roofed^ and are built very substantially iipon 
the model introduced by the- first settlers from 
the old world, as soon as they became established. 
They generally consist, of several quadrangles 
upon the basement story, with an entrance which 
the French denominate aporte cochire. Over 
this entrance th^e is often a couple or three 
rooms. On the whole, the houses are fitted for 
the dimate, secure against earthquakes, and suit 
well the purposes of hosptality. The quadran- 
gle which is occupied by the chief members erf 
the family, is well adapted for domestic con« 
venience, and really comfortable, cut off from t he- 
effluvia of the kitchen, and at night retired from 
the noise of the domestics or late visitors to aiiv 
of the inmates. To sum up all, the house of a 
Spaniard of the respectable class of society at 
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Cordova is not to be undervalued either for its 
conveniencies or its internal arrangements. 

Th^re appeared to me to be a sort of rival- 
ship between the provincial states through which 
I travelled, which leads the natives of one dis* 
trict to disparage thoi^e of another, and which 
joperates to prevent a general family compact 
|and bond of ufiion between them. This appear, 
ance is calculated to give a foreigner an unfa-^ 
vourable idea of the people. Perhaps it is only 
to be dated from the long political troubles, 
which brought parties into hostility against each 
other, and which time alone can remove. In« 
deed it was scarcely to be expected that the 
violent shock the revolution occasioned, jshould 
take place without something of this nature; and 
I only wonder the effects of it were so limited in 
character as I discovered them to be. The Cor- 
dovese is not reputed to possess the high spirit, 
the fine tact, and the genius of either the Porteno, 
or the Tucumanese. But it must not be forgot- 
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ten that Cordova had long been the head- 
quarteri of the charch, and latterly the sink of 
fugitives and renegade friars from all parts' of 
the provinces. It is not, therefore, surprising 
that the Cdrdoveses, almost the last relieved from 
the tyranny of Spainj ecclesiastical and secular, 
shotM hold but a secondary "place in intellect 
tual ^uaCficalions among the people of their Con- 
tinent. The bead-quarters bf the civil and 

ecclesiastical powtr of Spain, must of necessity 

. , . . • • ■ ' , 

be among' people the grossest in ignorance, 

• . . ■ - • ' 

since, to render all within the sphere of their 

influence blind and bigotted, credulous and 

< ■ ' 

superstitious, cruel and arrogant, was ever the 

sole* labour of both. Knowledge and liberal 

opinion are the most deadly of their enemies. 

The shortest way of governing, according to the 

cdd Spaniards, was to make men brutes, and 

when this was accomplished by the priest, the 

civil authority could never be challenged in 

any of the antics that have 5o often made the 

" heavens weep." 
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In the member^ of the ^oz^^npfaYqUy ynt\i yjfj^oh , . 

I ^d.the jp^ea^9!^re,,9f,^?^ojirmog, ,4uw , 

stay in ^ord^p^a, th^fe ypafi^ proof of vmfi\^ J»f*»r^ 
ral talent,^^an(i.9P,^)^^^ 

ticularl^j as re^pec^ed . the , science ^A . i>i)^^p^. . 
of mqsic. ^ JTh^s joi^n^. k^Jjies p^^ fQXf^ pf 
Mozart's difficult son^iTf^? irtth TfiUTj^jfiQe,t9tiQftfi, 
and expressip]^^ as though they l;iajcl jyeim ta^^ht 
by superior map^ei59, tj^^, ftspv^ei^y, .^splayed 
great natural,taste and g^iuiia^. TJie, /o^^iclusiQii 
I should come to, from the limjted opportunities 
I had of judgingj^ woijild be, that, thpre i^ upde** 
ficiency of power among the .Cgrdove^ ; jtb^t 
nature has no more neglected them than. oif^^tjSj, 
but that they have been retarde4 l?y .the, bigptry 
and chains of the mother cpuqtryi^ an^ ttt^t t^(^ 
will shew how much superior they. are. tp th^. \ 
parent people^ while the Utter remain^ as a(pi9e*i 
sent — ^the Goths of Ei^rope. ; '. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



RoiOe conHmied^Vktue of a Cigar — J%e JetuUi^'Sinta'' 
eaU — Ojo de Agua—LocwU — Decretue of population — 
fiocki andtheep breeding — Hie Algarrcba tree, andjvice — 
Pampa Grande^'A Gaucho dandy — Uniotuard accident — 
JSgueHrian ejrhibition^CrOmng the Saladilio^^Singitiar 
phenomenon in the woods — 7%e Paca Blanca-^The Bit* 
cacho^'The Lady of Atdiabal'-^Horrible spectade — Arri- 
val at SaniiMgo. 

Having waited at Cordovft the arrival of a 
second mail from Buenos Ayre^, I determined 
to proceed on my journey into Upper Feniy 
vbicb by the deiith of General Oleneta, and the 
destruction of the last royalist force in the 
country, presented the finest and richest field of 
mining operations in South America. 

On the 23d of June, I took leave of my ex- 



MOPfi OF TRAVELLIl^O. 99 

cellent and kind friends^ th^ Lo2anos, aod 
started for Tucuman, by a Virhche* or land 
carriage, having for companions, a brother of 
my fellow traveller from Buenos Ayres, Mr. B* 
Lozano, and my former assistant, Mr. Me-* 
uoya. This method of travelling was recom* 
mended to me, as the most agreeable and least 
expensive, on a calculation that the carriage 
would sell at Salta the last stage, for twice as 
much as it cost here. Of this mode of jour- 
neying, I began at first to repent, for our way 
lay over a miserable stony road that every in- 
stant seemed to threaten destructiion to our 
wheels. The country wore much the appear^ 
ance of a mineral district, presenting for eight 
leagues a succession of granite hills, which ter- 
minated at Chacarita. At this place we 
thought ourselves comfortably lodged for the 
' night. We had a good supper, and aU seemed 
to augur well. Alas ! how fallacious are the 

* A carriage with two wheels. 
H S 



ban. ^ppe^raDoes 1 In on^ l^r nfti^ iietifiu^^to 
din* pteee of.p^pOBe, I fouxid wf ,^^ d^t^qe^ ta 

Ipdke, i¥e j-(«% wt iqt tb&}ii¥)^ -jd^^^apt I^iqovcy 
wd mnunofiedrClie . maffpr; of jdi^^|)9^-bpf^3ey 
Ht ((QOQ qutie to im half '«wAke, w^tb a cajidM? 

the thiiig ve meet w/anted , . 

v/^ Many flees, bc^e, Sixtr said one of.,.o;ii: 
j»rty. "y^s, Sir," the post^nwwt^r replied,/ 
witb t^e <aioAt provoldng sang froid^ and.as if 
tli£8ie miseries were a bteasing. ^-^^ Bencbuca^ 
afeo r added tbe first speaker, witb ipo^ 
amniang .cootness. Ouc host i answered, ^^ A 
Jew, Sir, oafy,".'a8 tbough.it wa^ ^ sort of 
ittfertiioe. Tbis speeob was a nio$t initatiog 
:?wiiid-iip, for tber^. was hq jolce iji being bled 
Uif df^tb hf tbe fToledo9^ pf such indefatigable 
lUghiKigfanlry; and a truce was out of tb^ 
quefHion, , 

On tbe S4tb, .^we roused tbe capitaz an# 
peons before their usual tima They were 
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sUepng in their Md b^, Uke peg tJO(p&^ undef^ 
tbe canopy of Cbe carriage. ^^ Happ^^ rflMafe,^ f 
e^elahned, as t stilatted them Up wM^ itry te^t^ 

* 

^ ^ tfa^ B^iicllnea^ b&rv^ i[K>t* ifltihl^ved yotnr isleep 
•^you repose as souiHlty as Du6^Ei'm*<8pit^^ 
thi^ gltitidfis in^McXKl^ nrliat would I not hati 
given to have slept as W^elli 'what-a^fitfUl 
fever **^hds the night been Co lis?^ The^capitaz 

\yawned and dellb^mtely muttered ^CaracaP^ at 
thd'td^ of turnitig out at such an early houY^ 
U^ti iaxj asking, haw he would like 40 have 

(been amused afl night as we had beeHybe cynie- 
klly replied, " Qmen sabeTf " Quien sabe, in- 
deed!*^ I answered; but restraining my £eel. 
ings, T offered him a papef^ ciga^ a compliment 
to one of tbete poot fellows of more talue in his 

, eyes than an ounce of gbld. 'This gift turned the 
tide of ttfi^rs hi ^ Tiloi6ent. With ^ii loO^of 
good nature, and '^mil gracias, Senort'^^'he ioh 

*. A common oath of the country, 
t *' Who km^V^ the i:«ply td «irery quefctioiK t 
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stantly beadned hirasdf* la a &w minutes woi 
liad taken oar oc^ee, and oommenoed our jour- 
uejy just as the sun broke upon the tops of the 
mineral hSls axound^ So much for the presen- 
tation of a paper dgar, and its eneouragmg 
^ect ! But though giyen to a peon of the 
country, it must be tendered with a cavaliar air 
of the old Spanish school, or it will lose half its 
rirtite. Of such importance sometimes are the 
.most inrignificant trifles in contributing to our 
comforts. 

The soen^y upon which we shortly entered, soon 
made me forget the virtues of the cigar on which 
I had been so recendy musing. Oth^r aghts ap» 
peared connected with that e:(traordinary state be* 
tween bliss and its opposite, which good cathdics 
denominate purgatory, and the pains of which 
I thought I had tasted the preceding night. The 
yiew of. the ruins of a Jesuit's establishment) 
at that moment, it was, that thus turned the 
current of my thoughts. The spot, highly 
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&vc>red by nature, was once tfi^ |Hride at airt, but 
had now become a monument of decay. Many 

''dila^Hdated fabrics^ mouldering aqueducts, fields 
fruitful in wild flowers and weeds, ^ere befcMfe 

; and around me, presenting a melanclu^y pie- 
ture; but they wore relics cf a sect who^ 
unk>n of knowledge with superstition and des- 
potism, arose to my recdlectiony and pr^ 
vented any deep feeling of regret at the rudns 
of a temple of bigotry. Here (I thocfgbt, ils^ 
we drove up to the skeleton renlains of the.onc6 
noble establishment of Sinsacate,) are the. sad' 
reliquesof the most artful and comprdiensive 
system, which the ii^nuity of man has didvised 
for subverting the best principles of our com- 
mon nature, and reducing the human intellect 
to barbarous dependence on the wills of design 
ing men and soul degrading dogmas, for the profit 
of a few — no^ I could not pity its fate. Though 
here neglected, the ruins would in Europe haiv« 
been converted into something more useful or 



\ 



lOi JOURK£Y CONTl'NUKD. 

lloisiiiurableHpercsfaaDQB a ootton factory, or li 
LaAWlcmn sohooL There was the duqpel, tUe 
bifiBfliatiog confe8$iotial|,mid the lawiM^ntrapptig 
mchey wheire' the credulouB . committed thdr 
seiuret nut to 'crafty eors^ to beiiied^dgain&t 
theoiflelvtt for politioal purpoees j The ^aclooi^ 
aisles, where a thoaaand devotees might have 
worehippedy presented a scene at otice idlent 
and desolate ; aearoely tm hundred out of a 
numerom population now survived/ The land 
bad been purged, «nd the return of better days 
"Was yet to come« In the orchard and gardens the 
olive and the vine now ran to waste. The funeral 
yew threw its ominous shadow over empty cells 
and fractured ^ walls. Where are now the holy 
fathers ? Are they interceding for the soul of 
Charles III., and those who with him effected in 
an hour the destruction of the fabric of ages, the 
downfall of the brotherhood ?— "Quien sabe !^' is 
the only answer to this. But it is not ^rquien 
sabe r with the consequences of the decree for the 
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ftbc£tioii of the < order of the JesmU ht»e* Wit^ 
the same Uoir that amuhQatedthe^eiRiitt, tb^in- 
4u6trjr aod population which tbej hadatldched to 
their hwae ireoe laid -vieuBte also. Charles began 
the 09p of the papal power, and through that 
laid the axq to the root of monarol^ itself m 
hii^...traii8atlaiitic dorainions. The reign of 
F^ardinand^. styled the ^^ beloved^' and *^ piotis*^ 
in Madrid, aod in America wiiA bett^ justice 
the ^^ aocursed>'*.ha5 witnessed the concluding 
scene of the retributive drama; The bri^test 
jewel has fallen from his crown; perhaps he 
does not perceive that he is shorn of his 
glories; he feels net how his throne totters! Ere 
long he may fall headlong, and Amenca loftily 
exclaim, from north'to aoudi^^ 

So perish all 
Who would men by man Enthral! 

The succeeding owners of Sinsacate, judging 
from the neglected state of the domain, seem 
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to have been otterly indiffereDt to the tiieodYt 
field of improvement which its former occupants 
eultivated. The^uantity of silver utensils, and 
the abundant fare which the present owner 
affin-ded his travelling guests, and that free <^ 
charge, evince how rich and plentiful must have 
been the crumbs that fell from the Jemits^ table. 
It is curious to remark the utter want of interest 
displayed by the South Americans, the present 
possessors of this property, in regard to any 
rdics or records of the brotherhood that may 
yet exist. 

Our host was a remarkably handsome <M 
Spaniard of seventy-five years of age, who must 
have watched the turn of political aflbifs very 
circumspectly, to be situated as he was. He 
could give us little or no information respecting 
his predecessors. He told us, indeed, that we were 
then enjoying ourselves in the very apartment 
where the sleek and portly fathers of the 
most roguish of monkish orders, practised their 
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seeiet frauds, and combined to ovamwe em-* 
pires and enslave mankind; but this was alL 
Tbe edifice itself was constructed on a terrace, 
fionunanding an extensive prosqpect over, a most 
noble country, now uncultiyated and running 
wild. The SeEora, its mistress, with a fine 
healthy progeny surrounding her, seemed to pride 
herself only upon her lord, than whom she was 
twenty years younger. 

It was no sooner known that we had arrived, 
than the whole of the village hard by came to 
take a peep at the English. Among them was 
an old soldier of Beresfbrd's army, who had 
come to pay his respects, bringing with him 
a very lovely young wpman of eighteen, his 
daughter. He said he was a Scotsman, and 
had never written to, nor heard from any part 
of his family since he quitted his country. He 
was conveyed as a prisoner with many others 
into the interior, where, having obtained his 
liberty, he married and settled. He was a 
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sort of major domo on the estate here. Out 
host informed us he conducted himself v6ry 
well, and was a pattern for the natives, xle 
was much pleased to see us, and dnce more to 
shake hands wtt6 a countrjrman. He said he 
was very happy, having a good wife and five 
children, and also some thousands of doQars \o 
leave them. That perhaps, when he had in- 
creased his dollars a Uttle more, he might hope 
to spend some part of his latter days in Eng- 
land. iThus is the remembrance of his early 
home so twined round the heart of the remotest 
way-wanderer from his native soil, that no lapse 
of time can deprive him of the recollection. 

We travelled^ this day fifty miles, and slept 
at a place called Ojo de Agua, from its being a 
spring. The post-house at the Ojo de Agua 
a&rded good fare, and we slept soundly with- 
out a single interruption from the vainpire 
Benchucas. 

On the 25th of June we had, during" dur 
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jourpey^ a, continuation of fine scenery with 
vyfXe remains of Jesuitical industry. This 
priler certainly posi^«ised 9, remarkable facility 
of converting the most barren soil into good 
produc<;ive ground, which they effected by 
an .^mirable system of irrigation, always 
choosing the most excellent position for their 
labours. During the greater part of this day 
our course lay over a sandy desert, on an intole- 
rably bad road. We travelled .in consequence 
only about twelve leagues, and stopped at night at 
Santa Cruz, in a steril country, though a some- 
what romantic position. The post-master, finding 
we were travelling upon mining business, seni 
his sons to bring us specimens from some hills in 
the neighbourhood, which were said to abound 
in minerals. They proved not to be wq;rth notice, 
of which, however, we qould not convince him*^ 
He had taken his opinion from traditions and 
periodical noises heard there, which the ladies 
of his family likened to dismal groans. These 
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unaccountable phenomena, he inmted, were ne^ 
Ter-failing tokens of the ground in the neighs 
bourhood where they were heard being rich iu 
minerals. 

The young ladies of our faost^s establish* 
ment, for they appeared such when dressed, 
though on dur airival they looked quite a dif- 
ferent set of beings, were going to a ^* bayle 
del pais.'' They regretted we should have 
eome to the house on a day when they were so 
engaged, an engagement too that occurred but 
once a year. They would fain have had us 
accompany them to the fete, a distance of eight 
miles out of our route. We were obliged to 
excuse ourselves as courteously as we could; 
and, instead of such a pleasure, to pass our even- 
ing in listening to the marvellous goblin tales 
and superstitious stories of our credulous host 
and hostess. The occupation of the master of 
the house was that of a goatherd, miller and 
baker united. We were treated with fine new 
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bread, Excellent milk, and roasted kid, which 
was extremely delicious ; we had also wine, a 
rare commodity here, which had travelled all 
the distance from Bioja. 

On the ^th we breakfasted upon goat's milk 
and started early in the morning. After a few 
leagues were passed, we(got into a fertile country, 

'^ though now barreiil This seeming contradiction 
is explained by my stating that(a flight of locusts 
had laid it waste, I had never before witnessed 
such a sight. Of all the plagues of Egypt, I 
now think that of locusts must have been the 
roost horrible. This pest, which we had pre* 

. viouftly seen before us like a dense cloud upon 
the honzon, became, upon our arrival in con«« 
tact with it, a serious impediment to our pro. 
gress. The locusts struck the faces of our 
horses and peons with such force and in 
such numbers that they could scarcely grope 
their way along. Every bush was alive with 
th^m, and in an instant looked dried up and 
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dead from their deyastations. Their appear* 
ance, three or four feet aboye the gnmiid) 
resembled com under the action of the wind 
when glowing in a meridian sun, or the undo* 
lating vapour of the mirage^ or the priraiatic 
waving of a sununer^s sea. Our landlord had 
told us in the morning- that a ffi^t of locusta 
had passed by without visiting him, forgettbig 
that his ground afforded nothing for them to 
settle upon but rocks and the prickly pear and 
torch thistle, upon which these giant grass-hop^ 
pers showed no inclination to impale themselves, 
not even for a collector of natural history, or 
the miller's amateur friends in that line of 
study ! 

What an awful visitation to the country over 
which they pass, is the flight of these insects { 

before whose baleful influence 

*^ The fiill-blown spring 
Through all her foliage shrinks, 

r 

Joyless and dead, a wide dejected waste !" 
A scene in the morning rich in verdure and 
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burstiag' inta blosMmis, 18 ^ liight a dreary, 
proid>iw» hideous mste. 

Od then^t flsormng not a green blade lior a 
leaf meelt the eye, where ye8t;erday nature 
reveUed in Inxttrianee of beiiuty. Happy is 
Ebglaiid which dns scourge never visits! tt 
I coit 'US fail ^hr^e hours to get clear of these 
/ mvaudenu We o^lculaited Aat they must have 
extended fully twelve miles from north to south ; 
hdw&r in the lateral direction, *^ quien sabe !^ as 
our capita^ said. We came to a patch of steril, 
hilly country again) and there we parted from 
the insects v^o seemed passing to the westward, 
preferring the valley. Never had I before 
been, and I hope I never shall again s^e, such a 
district of utter desolation as we passed this 
day, during which we traveUed cixteen leagues. 
We alighted just before sun-set at a place called 
tozo del Tigre. 

It was only at stations as remote from^ eiich 
other as this and the last, that any correct 

VOL. l, I 
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tv ^ judgment could be formed of the miserably , 
X ^';' '' scanty po pulation of these proyince§e^£l[ de- j 

^fe^s as you proc^d towards the interior, and | 

^' * • ■ . . * 

becomes much more striking when the sum ( 

of human beings seen through the day con-' 
sists of the post-master^s famil£) and his re- 
tainers ! From such sources no intelligence can 
be obtained upon any subject, not even a local 
one. The lord of the Fozo del Tigre, an 
apathetic personage, could give no other reply 
to the most simple queries but the truly 
hac^ied ^'quien sabe!^^ Such was the answer 
qf this, our new host, to every thing. His 
travelling was bounded by that of his flock ; and 
a journey once a year to Cordova, or Santiago 
del Estero, to dispose of his fleece, is the history 
of his life. A Gaucho boy having brought the 
landlord's flock to the fold for the night, we 
went, while dinner was preparing, to examine 
ijt. There were several hundred sheep inter- 
mingled with goats. Their issue was a strange 
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fone, and it was almost impossible to dis- 

* ■ , ■■ 

tinguish the species of the produce, half goat 

"\ 
I and half sheep as many of them were. I took 

some pains to explain to Senor Quien sabe the [ ^ 

impoHcy of his system of breeding, as I pointed ^^// 

out the pyebald produce, a race yielding neither | '( 

mutton nor goat^s flesh, with a fleece between 

wool and hair. He contended that he was too ; 

old to begin a new system, although his wife : 

was at that very moment swinging a fine infant, \ 

awake and laughing, on a piece of hide sus- / 

pended from the beams of his habitation by the / 

comers. Upon my questioning him on the 

number and value of his motley flock, he told 

me he had from eight hundred to a thousand 

^' TTUis o vnenoSy* (more or less,) which he valued 

one with another, at four rials or about two 

shillings a-piece. I then asked him, supposing 

the flock consisted of a pure breed of sheep and 

- "' - ' .• 

goats, whether thev would not be worth double 

" ^ '.'■ 

the money, and the fleece twice as much. « No 

I 2 
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se^^' (can't tell) was the reply. To mjr obserra* 
tion^ respecting the propriety of sepcurating the 
species, and remoying the rams at the proper 
season, and the probability, if he did so, ^ in- 
creasing his flock two or three-&ld, he replied 
with the eternal ^^ quien sabe 1" docompanied by 
a Spanish shrug, and a grave^ remark on thf 
cruelty of separating man and wife. In shorty 
I found it was useless to try to convince hilB 
of his iU management* The, furniture of, 
this man's house wa^ miserable, consisting only 
of a few wooden chairs, a small table, and 
a chest or two instead of drawers* Notvi^ith- 
standing this, our dinner was served up on 
massy silver plate ; there was also a splendidly 
mounted crucifix of the same m?tal» with a hakivor 
ch^^plet of pure gold over it, and a Santa Mari^, 
with a virgin representation of Santa Isabel, 
as they denominated her. These saintesses weie 
united on each side as siq^rters to the crucifix. 



l>0«a I>BL fXCMtE. 11*7 

in rich endbrotdered dtfesisefy mtfa #k eortdns 
[ to draw ini front.* 

The mistiness of the house joined occasionally' 
in conv^csation, and appedred to consider house^ 
hold afi^iss more tkOeAto her q>here, than to the 
dignity of hei^ spoasd; She talked' freely upon- 
the mode in whidi their floeks were inlermiii^ 
gled^ and admitted- on grounds of inconveni^ 
ence, the folly of the custom. She shewed' great 
interest when we rekted to her the care and 
attention! paid to breeding animals- in< England, 
and added) that she should certainly refer the 
matter to the consideration of die curnte of the' 
pariahi 

The following day, the S7th of June^ we' were- 
off at daylight Wo travelled fbr tlie inost 
partithiXAigh: a' fine melloW' country, widi a slight' 
sprinkling of population' at intemrals, but pre* 
senting every appearance of abjeet^ poverty, if 
one might judge fk«ithJemlseraUe -groupies, of 
hut3j which we observed near the road! These* 
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dwellings jbonsisted of three tddes of mud wall. 
They were^pen in front, and a few rush mats, i 
thrown across split bamboos, without any incli-.' 
nation to carry off the riun, formed the roof. 
As to inclemency of weather, it may be pre* 
sumed these people are utter strangers to it, 
and that with them it is eternal summer) With 
them the; cares of to-morrow never seemed* 
to occupy a thought. 

' I.obsei'ved here, that the algarroba, which 
is in general a stunted and ill-conditioned tree, 

/grows to a prodigious height and breadth. It 
yields a juice which the natives call AUtxa: 

^-ot is. obtained by pressure from the berry, 
pur post-boys swallowed large quantities of it, 
with as much faith in its virtues as we have in 
spa-water, and with the same object in view. 
This beverage has much of the flavour of beer in 
a state of fermentation, and is used also as the 
only specific for the cure of an infamous disease, • 
which has made a cruel waste among the popu- 
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lation. The disorder becomes hereditary, and 
, every where traces of its havock may be wit- 
nessed. There is scarcely a hut in which some^ 
. victim of its ravages may not be seen crawling 
^about; and asking for a remedy to relieve him 
from his sufferingsT) No real antidote seems 
known here for this scourge of families, and its 
fearful effects may therefore be easily imagined. 

The extent of this day's journey was sixty 
miles, which we might have increased to a 

- / r - 

hundred, but the situation of the post^-horses 

r 

would not, in that case, have allowed us to pass, 
the river Saladillo before night We therefore 
halted at an estate on the Fainpa , Grande early 
in the afternoon ; the situation is well wortliy of 



observation, it has all the capability of being 
rendered the centre of a noble domain. The 
house is placed upon an eminence, which takes 
' the figure very nearly of a true amphitheatre. 
A river is contiguous, the rugged bed of which 
exhibits the ravages of the cataract torrents. 
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which pour at times from the adjacent moun- 
tains. Here the owner appears to be ^' Lord of 
all he surveys," from an eminence sloping gra- 
dually^ till it loa^ itself in a magnificent plain 
in front This plain i^nterspersed with numer- 
ous lakes* the t^esort of wild swans, geese, 
ducks, and myriads of other fowl, plying 
about unmolested. Such an estate in England 
could not be purchased for a million of dollars, 
yet the owner of this would gladly relinquish it 
all for five thousand, including his post-horses 
and cattle, together with his mongrel flocks, 
browfling in the Talley of his sopocb domain* 

The curate of a village some leagues distant, 
was a victor to the family, whidi consisted 
of mine boot and hosteai, two or three fine 
Gaucho boys, a couple of buxom g^rls^ and two 
black female skves. There was here also a sort 
of Grandio dandy^ or Exquisite, who seined a 
&ToiiEile of the household, and disputed the 
giomd even with the pnest lumsdf. This pretty 



fellow poAsessed a kind of wit and small talk 
which was extremely amusing. He seemed to. 
^cicel in this inspect his Bond-street long spurred 
brejthren of our metropolis, among whose fail- 
ings wit cannot be numbered, He was^ dres^d^ 
in the pink of the mode in his own part of 'th0 
world; he (wore ahandsome white figured Po^cho^ 
{something in appearance like a fine Indian^ 
I shawl. Beneath it hung the lower extremities* 
of a pair of white trowsers, with open lace worl^ 
round the bottoms^ in the way of trimming ;; a- 
falling fringe, about two inches deep, fabcifSaHy 
knotted to answei that which depended from the. 
poncho, endrcled his andes* His/sandals, fortp^ 
--of coU^s skiny pr^red as we have men-^ 
tioned before, i and delicately white, enclosed the 
^smallest foot I ever beheld belonging, to a v^9ifk 
of six feet high. On his heels were aflixed a, pair 
of ponderous richly chased silver Fenirianspiirs^ 
which must have weighed apound each. A scarlet 
worked scapulai' hung from his neck ; which with 
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his throat was bare, and supported the hand- 
somest head I ever beheld, while upon its 

r 

crown, was stuck a hat so small,' it would 
hardly have fitted a child of three years of age. 
The bat had a brim an inch wide. ^Aribbon was , 
destined to keep this hat in its fhnce when riding, { 

and to fasten under the chin, but on this shew- 

» 

off and lounging occasion, it had slipped as it 
were by accident to the lower lip, giving a^ 
knowing turn to the expression of his face. His 
hfuir was cut short, excepting near the ears, wheref 
it hung in ringlets entangled with a pdr of gold^ 
barrings. His mode of puffing a cigar to display, 
a tawdry Birmingham ring, could not be sur-. 
passed by an unfledged Exquisite, qualifying < 
for the guards, or a St. James's beau of the first i 
waten Yet it must be admitted that his manner 
was. withal very cavalier-like. It was a cause of 
wonder to me, what such an animal could do 
here, amid thb character of country, but I soon 
found he was a travelling gambler, who at- 
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tended at fetes^ to amuse the natives, and 
ease them of any spare dollars they had laid 
hy for horse-radng and cock-fighting^ of ivhich 
no devotees to Tattersal's betting room can be 
more fond, than the inhabitants of these remote 
re^ons. In short the Gaucho was a sort of tra- 
velling Crockford^s ; an ambulatory gaming club 
in himself, for the general accommodation. 

As we saw some of the party move away 
from the house, we were under apprehension 
we should not find accommodations for the 
night; and were beginning to prepare for a 
" field bed,'' when they gave us to understand 
that they were getting ready the recess of the 
saloon for us. I declined putting the good 
folks to this trouble, and hinted the incon. 
venience and impropriety of our taking pre- 
cedence of the holy father more especially. This 
seemed to please him, for I heard him say, ^^ these 
heretics are very amiable people." 
/In the morning I arose on seeing a ray of 



light bseaUng tbrougili the gable end( oi tho 
apartudeD^ty with ^e view of rouang* cmc pteons^ - 
aad: getting; ready for puniuing our jcuraey. 
While gropiog my way towardte the only: outlet 
fiom the rooin^ my foot became entaiig}ed> in 
the fripg^ oi the Exquiaitti^a pdndio; andiin 
getting dear of him, I feU.plu0ip:upcmihe.cala#> 

pash of the fat cure^^ . 

I • _ ^ 

Incidit in Scyllem qui vult vitare Charybdim. 

I 

The . startled' priest gave out an Ave Mbrioi^ 
accompanied with a jerk diat trundled me over' 
upon bis neighbour^ the negress-cook of the 
family. ^^ Madre de.Dibs !^' exclaimed the huge 
shesAfrioau. Svery thing here, thought!, is 
uponthe same grand soale! Away I hobbled^ 
right gladly, into^ the- open fresh air of the 
morning, lea;ving the padre* and dandy, father^ 
toother, sisters^ brothers^ and a couple of ne« 
gresses to snore it away in the samerecMfn^ 
The ^mQl^pr(ypos ineid^nti just alluded to 



omsed the whole family tb be upoti tbeii: le^ 
at an earlier hour than usual The Oaueho 
dandy was first UfNm the ^k^, paying his I'e- 
spects to the peona'* fire^side^ around which 
we were taking dur mt>fnitig coffee* After the 
GompltmentB of the mornings ^^ Good day, gen- 
tleinen.r and puffing volumes of Mioke frotti 
his dusky nostrikj he partook of some break- 
fast, which seemed very agreeable to his stomach, 
and no doubt occasioned us the honour of his 
om^ny. During the repast he apologized 
for the unintentional share he had in the 
recent rencontre. He then amused us with a 
humorous description oi the manner of cross- 
ing the Saladillo, whidi he represented as very 
dangerous and turbulent; and in testimony of 
the intere^ he felt for his " new ^friends,'' ten- 
dered US his services to aid us in its passage. 
On ottr vehicle coming up, he pressed nre much 
to tske a gaQop upon his fine prancing i^teed, 
eaparifioned very much in his own style, but 
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which I dedined, paid my ^^BdieaeT io my 
hoBtf the SeBoraSf the aleek priest, apologized to 
the fat negress oook for my intrusion on her 
dmnbers, imc^ drove away at a cantc^) 

This momingy the S8th of June, was fine 
and rather more than faeadng; it was even 
cold, oonadering how mild this region is. The 
scenery was woody and luxuriant; the surface 
undulating, but quite destitute of that interest 
in respect of population which can confer attract 
tion even upon a sterile country. Our atten- 
tion, however, was. kept alive by the dextrous 
equestrian exploits of our dandy companion, 
who seemed to possess much real humour. On 
our approaching the Saladillo, he sounded a 
conch as a signal to the amphibious bipeds who 
inhabit there, and . then put his horse at full 
speed, as though he intended to encounter the 
stream d la Poniatowsh/ ; but in a moment, on 
the very edge of the bank, he stopped his horse 
with such a curb back on the haunches as seemed 
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venougb to break the creature^s neck and his own 
itoo. He then sprung off, released the animal 

i 

iin the twinkling of an eye from the manifold 
jtrappings of the saddle; and flinging the rein 
lover his head, led him to the extreme verge 



1 where the bank' was five or six feet high above 
Ithe water. - The sagacious animal first looked 

r 

IbX the torrent below, as if he was disposed to 
I differ with his master in opinion as to the neces- 
sity, of his taking such a useless leap, when 
; there was a regular slope a little further on. 
• The dandy, however, was bent on shewing his 
' horse^s good breeding and spirit Dealing him 
« a crack or two with his whip, the noble creature 
sprang like Quintus Curtius into the gulph, 
with desperate power. He soon emerged, snort- 
ing above the wavesy seeming tosay, " though not 
in my element, I obey my master.*" . He quickly 
reached the opposite side of the river, neighing, 
as if to announce his arrival, and remained per- 
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ISectly stationary with the reifls between his legs, 
until his master had crossed,* 

Our own horses did not exhibit quite so much 
metal. Being released, they joined our spare 
relay and took the river at an easier part> as a 
matter to which they had been long accustomed. 
This interesting display of animal sagacity, 
B proof of the skill of the South Americans in 
equestrian education, was destined speedily to 
give way to another scene of a still more uqique 
t^haracter. At once from the opposite bank we 
saw^not horses, but^entle reader, be not shocked^ 
women inpuris naturalibtiSf plunge into the 
stream and tow with a hide line in their mouths 
the flotilla which was to navigate us across. 
These women were followed by a score or more 
of the lords of the creation in the same primitive 
state, . bnn^g across a catamaran of casks to 

* The horses are trained to stand with the bridle so 
cast, from which position they will not stir till released. 
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buoy up the carriage on its passage.' I had, it 
is true, listened before to the dandy Gaucho's 
description of this rare exhibition with some in- 
credulity ; but my doubts wete now removed. 
/It was highly picturesque to see them like water 
I nymphs pi unge into their native element , and then 
j emerge, with their white teeth chattering from 
I the cold, and wringing their raven glossy tresses, 

i as they ran up the bank towards us, to contest 

t 

j for the preference of their services, and hold a 

/ |)a1aver for 6ur rials. 

Southern America, at least this part of it, is 
not the garden of Eden, nor the abode of Peris 
or HouTis. But if Eve^s daughters vary here in 
complexion, some of them certainly illustrate 
the innocenceof our first parents before the fall : 
" They were naked and were not ashamed/' It 
could not be said that *^ grace was in all their 
.steps," nor *' heaven in their eyes," the pure 
heavefn of intelligence; nor ** dignity and love'* 
in th^ir every .'** gesturey ' such as Milton 

VOL. I. K 
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conferred on our universal mother. But they 
were adorned with some natural charms not* 
withstanding, which the imagination of Moore 
has delighted to dwell upon in depicting 
their race. In place of the lilljr and rose, the 
marigold bloomed on their cheeks ; their eyes 
shot their radiance, not from bright sapphire 
orbs, but from those of black crystal, from eyes 
<^ black as death,'^ as Byron describes it. Their 
smiles were no disguises of art, but possessed 
the recommendation of a simplicity fully as be- 
witching. Their lips were of deep coral colour; 
no European teeth were ever so white ; while 
the climate seemed to have conferred upon their 
amber limbs, the enduring flexibility of the 
Indian cane, rather than the lithe feebleness of 
the European ozien 

The Balsa or hide boat is formed of a buk 

' lock's skin squared, and brought together with a 

single fasting at the comers. It looks at a 

distance likeabohea tea-chest floating down the 
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Stream. A coupleof trunks being first put into this 
cockle boat by way of ballast, I soon saw by its 
elastic motion that there was an absolute neces- 
sity for preserving a nice balance while crossing. 
To this I observed my pilotess Xvas particularly 
att^itive ; she fixed me in the centre of the hide 
at the exact place of gravity^ with a care not at 
all requisite to an old seaman. Here then I took 
my seat, having previously prepared for a swim. 
The /line of the ** balsa" was now taken between 
{the teeth of the swimmer, and she buffeted the 
stream with a spirit that made the current 
/sparkle. Occasionally she turned her head 
\ with an expression of encouragement upon me, 
! as much as to say < don't be frightened.'/ 1 could 
not, however, help reflecting upon my singular 
situation, as I crossed ; only the thickness of 
a hide between me and eternity, and indebted 
solely to the addsess of a woman in swknming, 
for my safety ! 

The ferrying over the carriage was a duty 

K ^ 



which devolved wholly tipon the mestf who im- 
pelled it across lipon casks with as nmcb faei- 
Ijty as the women had conducted the " balsas.'*' 
It was four hours before we got every thing 
securely oyer, after which we warmed oriit 
shivering water-nymphs internally with a Aittle 
aguardiente before a blazing fire/ 

We now pursued our journey through a track- . 
less forest. Our postillions seemed to find theh^ 
way by a kind of instinct^ aind we made but six- 
teen leagues all day, stopiping at night at . 
Tarica Pampa, a post house; so called. The 
spot round this halting place was cleared out 
from the very heart of the jungle. It was a 
beautiful. evening, though pitchy dark, and we 
preferred to bivouac it, our camp being the 
open air, in preference to encountering the 
vermin in doors. We were thus enjoying cur- 
selves a la Gaucho, when one of our party 
observed that the moon was rising rather early.- 
Oqr position, however, in respect to her rising. 
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\did not agre^ with the light which we saw. We 
i then conjectured it must Ibe a light proceeding 
ttGrn some distant cottage.; for by reference to 
pur.wt^tches, we moreover found that it wanted 
^ree hours of the time when the nioon should 
(be visible. Nevertheless, in figure and bright- 
jness, this appearance perfectly resembled her 
/ orb *as seen in the first quarter. In a few mi- 
hutes the appearance vanished, and many and 
diverse were the opinions as to its cause. The 
post-master asserted it could not be a cottage 
light, there was none in that direction. It was 
then suggested it might be the blaze of some 
muleteer^s fire, who was reposing for the night. 
.The subject, conjectures and all, were soon 
dropped, and the plan for our next morning's 
movements discussed, when the light re- ap- 
peared, but somewhat ^tered in figure and 
direction. 

The cause of the phenomenon was again re- 
newed, and the post-master figain consulted* 
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From him we could get nothing but a declara- 1 
tioQ of his ignorance, adding he had often ; 
heard his post-boys talk of such an appearance, ' 
and ascribe it to the wandering spirit of a tra< 
veller, who had been murdered by jSalteadores^ 
or robbers, a few years ago. , It was now pro- 
posed that we should go and explore the quarter 
where this luminous object shewed itself, when 
it suddenly changed its form from that of a 
crescent into a splendid cross-like shape, by a 
quick lateral movement, with the rapidity of a 
meteor or shooting star. We were now more 
than ever at a loss. . Upon examining the capitaz, 
or bailiff of the Estancia, he insisted upon its 
being a wandering spirit, ^* nothing more,"*^ 
.*^ nada mas Senorr The iimocent way in which 
he brought this out, and the coolness with which 
he pronounced these words, were highly charao- 
teristic of the courage and superstition of the 
Gaucho character. The arrival of the Buenos 
.Ay res postman for ^alta, who came to light his 
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,eigar at our fire, induced us to question him, iii. 
the hope to obtain a solution of our difficulty. 
He informed us that the object of our wonder 
was nothing but a ^^ paca blanca,^ or white 
\bird, which appeared very often in the woods, 
iboth of this and the neighbouring provinces of 
^Santiago del Estero and Tucuman. He fur-« 
'thermore added, that in the course of his 
numerous journies, he had often seen and dis* 
tiirbed it. A peon, a friend of his, he told 
us, who had chanced to ^* lasso," or snare one, 
had accounted for its lucid quality at night from 
its having a luminous crest or stone oa the 
crown of its head, which reflected its phosphoric 
light on the white plumage below.) 

It is very difficult to attach belief to all one 
hears under such circumstances among super* 
stitious people ; but there seemed to me some- 
thing more of credit due to this statement thai^ 
I was at first willing to concede. On examining 
it for the sake of argument, there was some- 
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thing consistent with the story in the two forms 
under which we^aw the Hght, supposing the bird 
Was in such a pOsicSdi^ thiat' th& light frbm its 
head wai^ thrown oh it^ back and tail, which might 
take the first fortn ' sden^ i^hite the mdtioa of 
B ying would throw the light of the creirt upon 
the wings, and exhibit a cross if the bird flew 
in an oblique manner, either to aVcnd the branches 
of the trees, as it pa^sped froib oiie to anotheri or 
even if it flew towards or from us. , This ex* 
planation was the only reasonable one we could 
come to on the subject. At 'all events^ the 
chasqui, or post-man, satisfied us we were all 
wrong in' our previous modes of accounting for 
the phenomenon. 

Ihiring the night we were disturbed by the^i 
noise of innumerable animals, denominated in\ 
the country fiiscacbo. ,\ They hkd under- • 
tamed the spot on which we slept, burrowing 
like rabbits, which they resemble in eolour. 
Like rabbits too, they squat sentry fashion at 
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r \ the entrances to their subterraneous tenements> 
The head of the biscacho is not pointed like 
that of: the rabbit, but ends bluntly, having a 
rounded mouth and, short ears, and atmed with 
a couple of tusky teeth, projecting from a slit 
upper lip. They are very shy, and their sole 
^associate is the owL On riding by them at 
Inight, squatting in groupes, they resemble so 

» 

many pigmy grey friars in sober conclave^ It , 
is most probably a species of Cavy. With 
some difficulty,: after many trials in vain, by 
; stealing behind trees and banks, I succeeded in 
> killing on^of these animals, which in size and 
weight was at least equivalent to a' couple of our 
largest rabbits. The flesh was delicious)eating, 
and would be highly esteemed in England^ 
though here they turned up their noses at them 
disdainftiUy. 

Our journey on the 29th lay through a 
country so thickly wooded, that the branches 
tt the trees> scraped the sides of our carriage 



1S8 JOURNEY CONTINUED. 

and smashed in the windows, which was not 
very agreeable. At other times we were put to 
a loss by our post-boys missing the track. All 
these petty iuccmveniaices were afterwards 
amply repaid on our arrival at €armela Atcha« 
bal, a po6t«hou8e with accommodations to which 
we had long been strangers. An excelloit 
dinner was provided for us in a very short time, 
and we had the luxury of a nightls test in com- 
fortable apartments. Our chief enjoyoient, 
however, was in getting again into compara- 
tively civilized sodety. There is nothing more 
agreeably striking to an Englishman, than the 
isiidden transition from barbarous society into 
that which may be esteemed comparatively of 
condition, particularly in such a sequestered 
place as that which we were now arrived at^ 
having nothing corresponding with its comforts 
and manners. 

In the spot where we had thus taken up our 
quarters, after ^ the day^s fatigue^ sojourned, in 
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kisukted obscurity, a fair individual) who 
might have glittered with no borrowed light in 
a palace. The scene reminded us of those chi- 
valrous and Quixotic days and objects when 
gallant Spanish knights were wont to ccmtest the 
charms of a dulcinea, and prove a title to her 
notice by breaking a lance in her behalf. The 
lady of Atchabal would have been a fine heroine 
of a good old Spanish romance, and praiseworthy 
would it be to haaard a lance for the ap* 
plause of her bright eyes. I have before oh^ 
served that the Spanish American dames possess 
qualities which they seem to gsdn from the fine 
climate they inhabit. When contemplating 
them, we think it happy for mankind diat U^ 
those charms, for which they are indebted to 
nature, they have not superadded the attractions 
derived from education and art. In person 
and form, this lady appeared to my fancy a 
strong resemblance to the handsomer portraits 
which have been left us of Mary Queen 
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df 'ScotK I could ^ not hedp wkhib^ tiiat some 
artist^ -^boiBad' driitieated with masterly jund 
ihit unfortunate queen^'S portrait as I baunfe mea 
it^ (be it a reseoaUance of thr unfoiftunate Marjr 
or not,) "with iRdzzio seated ^at bermo^iiv could 
hadse drawn thq lady before i:» ip^jriiig»ciB.belP 
guitar. I cannot' put ii|to> language. the nat«iml 
and ^ple. elagamse and b^uty of this female ; 
all ber charms were derived, from nature, and 
tended to prove hoW^ little art is capable of 
substituting a carriage or demeaiipur9 worthy to 
be placed by the 'side of one of her favourites. 
There are indeed graces beyond tlie reach of art, 
even m the wilds ami deserts c^ the i^ew 
World. . „ 

' On the 80th we must have crossed .the bprni- 
dary :line of the two; proirinoes of Cot doya and 
£antiftgailel £fltero»; but so ignorant were, the 
people we met with of the geography of their 
^wn country, that I could not ascertain the line 
by the most diligent inquiry. Our charming 
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Sefiora of Ateiubal had said • hcv Bstancia -wsm 
situated in Santiago del £gtero^ rating its di94> 
tanee about fortjr leagues irom that eitjr* We 
Qoaimenced our journey through a forart al- 
most impenetrably thick. It had a road barely 
bibad enoughifora carriage, to pass, with, much 
iiioonvemenoe from the overhanging branefaei>(^ 
OitT' first Btag<e was ^ft^e leagues, to a hMilet oon« 
listing only of a few miserable huts. Among 
the% ft seene presented itself which is I trust 
without parallel on the globe. I allude to 
the effiects of a-'disease, of which I have before 
j spoken, and whii;h is here the offspring of here* 
, ditary cbnstitution, or ample contaot^ as ^ell as 
of vice. No remedy is known as I have befor^ 
observed, but the Algarroba berry.,: Thq.son of 
the post-master, iiequested . me. to . go into the 
house, and see his : unfortunate, father and 
another. I did as' be requested, and found the 
' man in a situation, in which for two y'ears he 
had vemained, consuming by, inches, presenting 
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a most horrible spectacle. The woman was ^ 
seated on the ground upon her hams by the fire, j 
at so little distance, that I thought her toes must , 
be burned. Both her eyes were gone, her face . 
was noseless, and she pathetically implored relief { 
for her sufferings/ What a painful feeling 
came over me to find, it out of my power to 
afford even a palliative, and to behold the fright- 
ful ravages of this cruel disease. I inquired if no 
medical assistance was at hand. They told me 
that there was no medical man to whom they 
eould apply nearer than Cordova. There was, 
indeed, a practitioner at Santiago del Estero, 
or a person who affected to be such, but that 
place was a hundr£fd miles distant. What he 
gave them was not of the least service, but rather 
the opposite. The medicine they obtained from 
Cordova proved to be a nostrum of a French- 
man,p named Boy,^ which, taken in an imprc^r 
quantity, was certain death (perhaps corrosive 
sublimate). This, we knew had been the effect 
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of it at Cordova, on a clerk to the administrator 
of the customs, whom we saw passing to his 
office in the morning, and at two P.M. be was 
dead. 

The people of South America have an un- 
conquerable aversion to mercury as a medicine 
in any form* Perhaps they have imbibed a pre- 
judice against it from dear bought experience 
of the ignorance of practitioners in administering 
dosesj which though moderate to an English-- 
man^s constitution, would be almost death to a 
South American, so much do their temperaments 

« differ from ours« It is probable that a judicious 
assimilation of quantity to the constitution of the 
climate has never been properly attended to. 
This day we \made fifteen leagues, and in the 

; * evening slept in the ;6pen air) which we now 
prefer doing, as the most independent and com- 
fortable mode of passing the night. It was 
our first essay at camping out with a view to 
the uniform practice iii future^ and we found 
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it agree best with our feelings. (So we resolved 
to carry a store of provisions^ and consign our- 
selves to the charity of mother nature for our 

^ 

apartments. By this means we escaped being 
wjitnesses of the misery of the scanty popula- / 
tion, and their incurable complaints^ to which 
our presence could afford no alleviation. 

On the first of July we arose, ftesb as th^ 
breath of the morning around us, and merry 
as larks. Our sleep had been undisturbed and 
strengthening to our bodies/and no benchuca^. 
had left their intolerable marks upon our limbs,; 
A most delicious odour had been wafted to u$\ , 
during the night, and whilst the horses wer^ \ 
getting ready, I endeavoured to find out what tre§ ! 
or shrub had impregnated the air with so Ara- i 
bian a scent ; butjtvhether it came from unknowii 
plants or trees in the wood around, ox whence 
it came at all, I was not fortunate enough t^ 

determine. Thff province of Santiago del Estero, 

> . . . 

is full of valuable productions of every kind^ 
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many^only concealed, some undiscovered, others 
known and neglected. There the Cactus yields 

\ its valuable deposits. The plant on which the 
cochineal insect weaves its carmine web^ is 
called by the natives opuntiay and grows a wild 
underling in* the woods, checked by impending 
foliage. In cleared ground around the villages^, 
•where a few cultivators tajke the trouble to 
attend to it, this plant rises to perfection, and 
yields a rich harvest to the owners. I was very 
sorry that the season was over, or I might else 
have seen the interesting cochineal spider at its 

' labours^' 

As for several days preceding, the dense wood 
through which we travelled, with only a small 
break here and there, prevented my making the 
most trivial observation on the face of the country 
not immediately close to me. All I can say, 
therefore, of our twenty leagues of journey this 
day, grounded on appearances closely border- 
ing upon our route, is, that I wanted nothing 

VOL. I. L 
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further to convince me, that (an association pro- 
perly conducted, would find in this province 
a fund of indigenous wealth, superior to any 
mining adventure in permanent profit, and of 
certain and easy attainment. 

At sunset we arrived at the city of Santiago, 
m it was once denominated, and took up our '^ 
abode for the night in a)miserahle room, in a "^ 
Bodegon, or^t-house, there being no such thing . 
as an inn in the whole place^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Reception at Santiago-^Ball — Ramble through the €ity^^ 
Decay of buUdings and buttneU'^^Govemor — Adultera' 
Hon of coinage — Governor and Frenchman — Revenue^ 
Great hoipitaUty'^Manneri at tablc'^SanHago river — 
Vinard — Tucumanege tchootmaiter-^Tucuman^An Eng" 
Ukh resident — Sitting in the sida or senate ^Character of 
debaiei^'Conchttion of a contract for nmes^^Reflectiom. 



We were now in the city of Santiago del 
Estero, having travelled one hundred and fifteoi 
leagues from Cordova. The 2nd of July had 
dawned, when having shaved and arranged my 
toilette, I went and paid my respects to the 
governor as a matter of form. I had received 
a letter of introduction to a family in the place. 
The head of the house was unfortunately 
absent, but his lady not only gave me an 

L 2 
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ioyitaiioD to dine, but . despatched a breakfast 
by her servants to my lod^gs. It consisted of 
excellent milk, fresh eggs, new bread, an.d a 
capital stew after the fashion of the coq^try, 
called an ^^ olUu'^ We declined the hospitable 
invitation to dine, with a view ai proceeding 
further on the following morning, , and of making 
the necessary preparations in the interim. We 
found, however, that our carriage wanted ^me 
arrangements which would occupy time, and we 
therefore accepted an invitation to a " bayla del 
pais^ in the evening^ having nothing bett^ to 
do. A couptry ball here is an amusement bear- 
ing little resemblfmce to the TertuUias of Cor- 
dova and Buenos Ay res, where the dancing is for 
th? most part, confin^ to the graceful 3pai^ish 
country dance and minuet, ^ehich is exceed- 
ingly graye and 4upiQ^dt I ba4y it is true, 
see^ before ofxa^ional . specim^Qs of the Aliri- 
,,qui^i,and ofijier ^Gawijlip da9C^s,.but n^ver in 
. ftie.ppre style, esiJubit^; h^re. , The airs are 
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played on the guitar, and that of the Mariquita 
is peculiarly expressive of the amatory breath- 
ings and incipient advances of lovers to each 
other, which this dance caricatures. The closi 
' of the set is that which excites most merriment, 
i for then the squeamish and coy fair one, who 
- has kept aloof and hitherto waved her hand- 
kerchief as her flag of triumph and independence, 
now strikes it and yields herself up to the irre- 
sistible and overwhelming advances of her 
: amorous swain. These dances cannot be styled 
the most decorous in the world, and, in truth, 
; are not far removed from those of a people far 
less civiHxed, from the African and other exhi- 
' biti(M)s of the same species which I have witnessed 
' in a very different part of the world. Their 
having been encouraged and countenanced here 
under the old Spaniards and their priests, is only 
another instance of the immoral feelings and 
propensities of the monks and friars that inun- 
dated this country from Europe, and than whom 
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a viler herd never devoured a subjected country* 
These men left the savage far more base and 
depraved than nature had made him^ and even 
added to his character the refinement of Euro- 
pean profligacy without one of its counterba- 
lancing restraints. (AH that could pander their , 
own sensual appetites in the aboriginal manners 
they suffered the natives to retain, and where 
the glimmering light of nature had infused a 
consciousness of right and wrong — a conduct 
open and candid, they laboured to obliterate 
every trace of the manly virtues by enveloping 
the mind in the net of hideous superstition. It 
is impossible to reflect without horror on the 
cold, calculating vices of the Spanish clergy in 
the new world. Had hell let loose her worst 
fiends upon society, they could not have pro- 
ceeded more deliberately to eradicate from the 
human soul every relic of that kindly and virtuous 
feeling, of which the most untutored have some 
share by nature. The conduct of the Spaniards 
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] in America from the beginning was a tissue 
) of vice and cruelty, the details of which would 
!be incredible were there not too many damn* 
: ing evidences of the truth left to blot the 
' name of their country with infamy; Let those 
' who wish to be masters of the subject, read 
( the ** Noticias Secretas,^' &c. of Ulloa, and 
see if language has epithets of disgrace too 
strong for these demons. I observed much and 
heard more respecting manners with which my 
pen must not stain the paper — manners which 
they formed..^ 

Finding we should be delayed another day 
from the want of post-horses for proceeding on 
our journey to Tucuman our present destination, 
I took an early ramble through this neglected 
city, and its environs. It now contains scarcely 
a relic of its former wealth and consideration. 
'!l^he cathedral is a fine building, though in a 
very dilapidated state ; some of the 'houses in 
the streets are fitted up in front with costly 
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cedUur or mabogany fillara richly carved, r Ail i 

speaks the once flDurisfaiDg state. of tbe place; 

but mom the atraoger looks in ^vtan after those 

ample reseuccBs^' anl< that weakh- ami' trade, 

wfaioh could support the charges of a diocesan 

di»igjy lUid so extended < « veli^ns estaUisfau 

ment, as must liave beeu fixi^d herei^ 

It tsimpp«tilde<e^oontsmpitttevwitlteut a met. 
}atidioIy regret, iJieavertfarowand raia of long 
setyadiinstitutions .under wes^ tdroUMAtanaes. 
Such i^lit»;aie hmniliatiBg tor the hawuo^ttiiiid, 
as dvideiitoB of the d^ay and instabthty of its 
prondesit vorkd; The inealenkUe^ ignorance 
smd apathy (Of. tbe pttesaytpopisklioi^ honvever^ 
whiipe^ftbdt^tiie ^dispbiy of a Teligton, whi<^ 
exsfi^ed tmlyi'toenddvieytlK'nnkidby attpe^Btition, 
andl4^iBale>itrindi>poiii|Hrvtihsit va^ buta 8tal)e tAx 
for the degradation of) the poople^ instead of* the 
mbafoipff virtdbuft insti^etion***^^ m^tr tenvpbral . 
objtfdt^to its; profekersy < who grasped at'.wealth 
«Y >4atil^]^ oiorrupt - and sen^al ' ^erkvings^ most 
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have bad an end at last. Rotten systems, whether 
religious or political, must fall to pieces, that 
better may grow oiit of their decay. The gross 
ignocanice of the people of Santiago is a cause, of 
ttuefa of their present deplorable state. Had the 
tMrhersof TeligioB done their duty, and enlarged 
and opened the niinds of the people, they would, 
hi9tead of apathy and idleness becoming their 
pcurtidn, bavse suffered comparatively little by 
the shock; of their revohitian. Besuscitated 
and vigorous, they "woald have found that shock 
only afreril impulse to attain a more flourishing 
condition thai! before. A revolution in a nation, 
ia Miliich the knowlec^ of the people is far in 
advanceof its institutions^ will infallibly produce 
benefit) when the anarchy of the moment is past. 
Among apeople differently circumstanced, long 
atKl weary is 'the palh to prosperity. 
/ In.fiantiagOy the. wreck of its former popida- 
ticoiiis in.a state of inconceivable stupor. All they 
ca&'tell^ an Englishnian is, that they are *^muy 
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pobrCy^ (veiy poor,) and instead of putting 
their own shoulders to the wheel, and bj vigo- 
rous exertions, aided by the resources of a rich 
country and favourable soil, restoring themselves, 
they say they rely for succour upon the only 
naUon but old Spain, of which they know any 
thing, and from the only people whom they were 
bred up by their late tyrants to loathe and abhor, 
*^ Los Ingleses." To him, indeed, I mean to 
an Englishman, the wood, the wool, the wool- 
lens, the dyes, gums, wines, borax, and the river 
of Santiago, hint of a lucrative trade in some 
future time, and of a fine scene for immediate 
speculation./ 

The present governor of Santiago, Senior 
Ybarro, is the sole ruler there by the uUima 
ratio. He is one of those daring spirits, whom 
revolutionary times call into action, for purposes' 
to which men of lesser force of mind would be 
inadequate. In the present instance, however, 
the faculties of the ridcr'^s mind, have been 
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(]irected to increase the calamities of the time. 
If the general account given respecting liim be 
correct, the desolation caused by the governor, 
is corroborated by that which the eye meets on 
every turn in the city. The people may well wish 
their old masters back again, for their tyranny 
might be endured from long habit, and the 
comparatively easy yoke it inflicted. 

A recent occurrence, worth relating, added 
deeply to the distress of the afflicted people of 
Santiago. It contributed to their calamities at 
a moment when suffering was most difficult to 
be borne, and when they themselves fancied that 
the storms which they had so long been able to 
resist were blown over. ^The extreme poverty 
of the local government induced it to issue a 
currency, with twenty or thirty per cent, of alloy, 
stamped after the old rial, and purporting to 
be of full value. The executive branch of 
the government gave this proceeding sanction, 
and most probably profited by the transacUon. 
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The inconvenience was soon felt by the public, 
and a decree, as a matter of course, was immedi- 
ately issued, for putting a stop to the proceedingy^ 
This measure had abeady inffict^ git'eat itijury 
on individuals ; when it happened that an inge- 
nious Frenchman^ a Napbleonist, Vho was re- 
ported to have participated in the profitS'of the 
transaction^ was ^iarged with privately i^fiming a 
second coinage of the base tneueyy whether un- 
justly charged OP not, I liould liot ded^e froth 
any information to which I had'acc^s. The 
charge however was the ineansof ^fbriiifging'him 
into a diqpute mik the governor, and was pro- 
ductive of so mudi amniosiiy tgctnA iU ^ill 
between them^ that th6> governor at last had 
the unlttdky Frendiinan seilied, and for «ome 
casual epithet tiye latter had applied to his 
dignity, ordered inm to be puilil^ed with a 
hundred lashes i»i the posterior part 6£ die 
body. The poor Fr^nchbian, indigimnt at the 
-injustice he had sustained, naturally enough 
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-^ felt a determination to revenge himself) (for 
governors in South America iuust ixot expect^ 
an J n^pre. than in other pliu?iE^» to practice in- 
justice, with impunity), at the first convenient 
. time and' .place*. The i^gov^or tms adeom- 

s 

pani^ bj.his ord^Jly;ixmn, wherever he went, 

; and; SQine. mcaiiths elapsed before aii opportunity 

occm^red to, ith^ y^^iwiima^ for vengeance* At 

length t M' ohjJBiti^ 4pft>rina1[ion of • the %jmt 

sitiiatim apd ^>ot wh^fe \m ^apt:3l€|>t^ whidi 

.happened at: (bat seiti$aii« to bf» la fi vei^n^ah 

outside bis houses Armed ^h .p&^tola, ke pto^ 

. ceeded in-ithecdead of the jiight>to<bifr revenge. 

On his arrival 4ie feimd .the sentinel <»> guard 

asleep, and np imp^dimcntL offmB^ ilisalf^ he 

stole to the side4)f 4iie ) bei or«cot where hi» foe 

slept. la that fine diaaate 90^ covdri^g is necea- 

. sai^.at'u^tr Qe( took swire aim at bis enemy's 

heart, a^di fivad^ So tciie \ras the direction <thtit 

his victim 4kd . witbMit d gsoon. • Before the 

report of '.the* 1 pistol ,oould lead any one in pur- 
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suit) with the fleetness of an arrow he fled, and 
mounting a swift horse, abeady saddled, got 
dear off to Tucuman. > What must have been 
his feelings, on finding afterwards that he had 
killed the ill-fated secretary, and not the master 1 
That night, from some chance cause, the secretary 
had changed situations with the governor, and 
the latter thus escaped his doom. Tucuman 
was /then in a state of hostility with Santiago, ^ 

i 

and the governor of that province received the ] 

Frenchman with open arms. Instead of giving 

him up, he employed him in a military capacity 

agunst his former enemy, and sent him to make 

»• • 

an attack on Santiago itself. This attack failed. 

Peace was soon after made between the two 
provinces, or rather the governors ; the French- 
man was treacherously given up, in the way the 
Emperor of Austria sacrificed Hofer to the 
French, and executed, without a trial) in the 
usual summary manner. He met his fate with 
the sang froid and intrepidity peculiar to his 
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gallant countrymen under similar circumstances. 
He said he was happy to die as an atonement 
for the innocent blood he had shed ; but with his 
latest breath, he execrated the author of his un- 
timely death. 

^At Santiago del Estero, jas at most of the 
I other towns and cities of South America which 

i 

i I visited, I could get no statement of the popu- 
' lation.' From appearances I should judge it not 
half so populous as Cordova. The principal 
^ traffic at present seems to be in ponchos, pillions, 
and woollen fabrics for men and women's dresses. 
The saddle-cloths which' they manufacture, 
are extremely handsome, and the price moderate. 
They also make wooden ware of all kinds. 
Bowls, dishes, and other useful articles are 
turned from the hard wood of the country, 
which is -very durable and cheap. The little 
revenue of the government seems principally 
derived from ^ansU dgtieg upon merchandize, 
to the upper Provinces of Peru. These are 
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levied in a very arbitary manner^ reflecting no 
little dis^ace on the administration. There is 
also a heavy toll collected from a rudely con- 
structed bridge, over the river ; for our carriage 
and two or three loaded mules, we paid twelve 
dollars, which the bridge itself is scarcely worth. 
What deficiency there may be in the revenue, 
afterwards, is supplied by a general contribution, 
which is therefore, at all times, very unequal* / 
The state of society cannot but be affected by 
all these disadvantages, and the character of the 
governor is as I have said but indifferent ; yet 
I found the same kind feeling manifested here 
towards strangers as elsewhere ; every house was 
open to the English, and what little they had 
to offer, was freely and heartily given. We 
dined with the family, which I have before 
mentioned, the d^y after our arrival, and received 
a kindness and attention almost distressing to 
us. We were not only cloyed to suffocation^ 
by the quantity we were forced to take, but 
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reduced to the predicament, a^rkward enough to 
an Englidunan, of exchanging love titbits from 
each other's forks. The wine glass was inter* 
changed, so as that it might be sipped from the 
exact spot where the fragrant, or flagrant lips, 
(as they might happen to be) of the Senorita, 
who offered the token of regard^ had deponcci^t 
their vapour. At this latter ceremony, the eyes 
have a considerable task to perform. They must 
be fixed upon the object they may not care to 
gaze upon, as tenderly as possible. I never felt 
so ridiculous, and I had almost said abashed, in 
my life, as on these occasions. • I wished the 
dinner at the devil a hundred times before it was 
half concluded. Besides this, there is the ad-^ 
ditional misery attached to their turtle-dove 
system of drinking, that you are perpetually 
thinking you will soon be done up, upon the 
sweet unclarified wine of the Rioja, and that a 
terrible headache, like the sword of Damocles, is 
hanging over you, as a consequence the next 

VOL. I. * M 
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morning. I would not for the world bj these 
remarks be thought to undervalue or feel un- 
grateful for the unlimited kindness shewn me 
according to the customs of the country, I 
only state my own sensations as a stranger, and 
exhibit details of national manners with which I 
came into contact, aa well as their effects upon 
individual feeling. The hospitality and open 
good-nature of these people can never be forgot- 
ten by mcj or cease to be a theme of gratitude 
and panegyric. 

In the garden of the lady who so hospita- 
bly entertained me, I gathered some specimens 
of the cotton plant, with the webs forming the 
dormitory of a large species of silk-worm. After 
coffee, and a second exhibition of the gaiety of 
the preceding night in the way of dancing, I 
parted from the lady who had been thus polite 
to me, and returned to my bam of a lodging 
to get ready for the next morning's journey. 

On the 4th of July in the morning, we found 
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that the capitaz had been making merry with 
his fellows^ and the sun was nearly at the meri- 
dian before we set out. Our excellent friends 
discovering this to be the case, preissed us Very 
bard to spend the reinnantof the day with them. 
It would have been very inconvenient for us to do 
• this, and while they stiU pressed lis, oiir carriage 
drove up and settled the question. We parted^ 
not without regret on our side, and demonstra- 
tions of sorrow on that of these warm-hearted per- 
sons, as though we had been acquainted foryear^ 
or were even relatives of each other. Such are 
the warm feelings of the iiihabitants of the finer 
climates of the globe — quick in anger, strong in 
the passions, and warm in affection and friend- 
ship. This shows itself in their social amuse- 
ments, and appears in theu* table ceremonies 
just mentioned, which so annoyed me. 

The cold in clime are cold in blood — 

but in these climates, the passions, the virtues, 

M S 
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and the Tioea, of humamt j, are ^ Uke the kra 
flood." 

We proceeded on our way with toktable r»- i 
pidity^ oonaidering that our road was over a I 
bed of silt, fietloek deep, in the midst of a jungle, I 
and ccmtinued in this bad state until we ap- 
proached the river of Santiago. The conch was 
now again blown to announce our arrival,- as 
our dandy Gaucho had blown it at the Saladillo 
passage. The peojde on the opposite side were 
not quite so much on the alert as the dark 
nymphs of Saladillo. We therefore sat down, 
enjojring ourselves on the smooth margin of the 
fiver, the appearance and windings of which 
reminded me of the Thames at Twickenham, 
when seen from the Park side. The balsa ap» 
paratus for our passage was brought over in 
simple hides, by naked men on horseback, some- 
times swimming. As there was no float brought 
for our vehicle, we expected it would be carried 
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away, the river being equally as rapid and still 
mder than the Saladillo^ 

The hides were united at the corners in an 
instant^, and we were towed over in the same 
manner as before, with the differenee of having 
hardy Indians to ferry us^ instead of water 
/' njntnphs. ^ Our carriage followed, floating with 
great difficulty. It cost us almost as much 
time to pass the Santiago, as it did Napoleon 
to tranf^rt himself over the Danube with his 
army. 

It was nearly dark when we arrived with our 
baggage safe on the opposite bank of the San- 
tiago river. What were we to do for the night, 
at the mercy of the Indians, who might direct 
us as they thought proper ? Should we remain 
on the river's bank all night ? It is interesting, 
even in these regions, so remote from the tracks 
of Europeans, to encounter a few viscisaitudes. 
Days and weeks we had passed, from morn to 
eve, often with the like sameness and monotony of 
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adventure — something to rouse, therefore, added 
to variety. C We made up onr minds to trust 
ourselves for the night among this singular race, ] 
the abori^nes of South America. They con-f 
ducted us for three fourths of an hour, threading 
the mazes of a deep wood^ without one glimmer 
of light to guide our course. My old nursery 
stories were beginning to recur U> memory —th^ 
distant cottage light, which at last appears 
through the forest, the abode of banditti— 
robbery — murder, and I know not what. These 
might have been found in Europe ; but in the 
bosom of the vast continent of America, tlie 
scene turned out very differently. .At Santiago 
itself, we were not entertained with greater 
kindness than by these poor Indians. We had > 
excellent fare* l^oast kid or Iamb; a fowl 
stewed, much resembling the malagatawni of 
the Malays, a plenty of new laid eggs, and good 
bread, at the threshold of a roaring fire^ and / 
surrounded by a bronze faced tribe of men, 'k 
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women, and children, gazing on us, and crack- 
/ ing their jokesr' It was a scene much more than 
entertaining — it was novel and interesting. It 
was one of untutored pleasant hospitality. > We 
were not cloyed to suffocation by the polite 
kindness of our hosts, nor was I abashed at ex- 

chan^ng love dibits or complimentary glasses 

/ - . 
<oiwine» 

The following day, July the 5th, we pursued 



N 



our journeyy intending to breakfast aV a tillage 
very pleasantly situated, called Vinara, six 
leagues from the river of Santiago, and remark- 
able for' the appearance of industry which it 
presented. No one here seemed to live in idle- 
ness ; the women, even while gazing at our can- 
riage, were spinning away at the same time. I 
observed too, that here the cochineal plant 
spread a broader leaf, and flourished with 
greater luxuriance in the gardens and hedge- 
rows of the cottages around, than at any place 
I had before visited. ^ Industry is the first step 
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to improTement, and education follows bafrd 
upon iC thou^t I, as on foot, attracted by a 
busy hum of voices, we made our way through 
an intenremng copse towards the spot whence it , 
seemed to come. A fig-tree, the superincumbent . 
branches of which shaded a wide cixcuit of 
ground, arrested our progress; and looking 
through an opening among the large gtem 
leaves, we earned the village pedagogue, ele- 
vated on Ilk authoritative sei^, wlneh was at* 
lached to the trunk of the tree.} He was reading 
a lecture on the heads of bis sdiolars— a phre^ 
nolo^cal dissertation, if one msgbt ^dge frotn 
its effects, with a wand long enough to bump 
the oapui of the most remote off^Ader. I 
was much strudi with the sight* I beg^n to 
think myself in some European district, cex* 
tainly not from the late samples I had seen of the 
<x>untry, in the heart of the Columbian contt- 
tkeikt There, howev^, I was in reaEty^ and in 
the fine province of Tucuman, with nearly half 
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the globe's surface between Europe and mjseU; 
The picture was a yery strikbg one occurring 
with these reflections. The beautiful v^etable 
roofed schoolrroom too, struck my fancy. What e 
delightful natural study !*-tbe cool broad lieaves 
overarching it, and heighteaiing the interest of 
the scoie. Th^tripUngs ware seaJted, without 
regular cHrder, on the grass, under a rotunda, of 
) this magnificent foliage. Some were (soss4egged 
' bawling Ba, Be, Bi; others, with their knees for 
a table, ae^aoted engravbg rather diao Writing, 
upon a wooden tablet, the size of a common 
; filale. One ot two, who appeared to he more 
advanced in their studies, were furnished with a 
. ec^y-book, an expetisive article in that place. 
^om^ were busy at arithmetic, while, every 

« 

moment, whack went the rod upon the crown of 
the idler or yawner, 

To us the sight was curious ; we had seen 
none lately but what were the reverse of care- 
fully edacaited beings. But we had Uttle time to 
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think, fora laugh burst forth at their perceiving! 

118, whidi naturally attracted the notice' of the 

pedagogue, who txx>k up his crutch to go and 

examine the cause, tot be was a cripple/ We "^ 

> 
immediately came forward to the only opening \ 

among the rich verduriJand meeting him an- 
nounced ourselves as the intruders. He was as 
much surprised as his pupils had been. His 
ma^sterial brow, for he was alcalde as well as 
schoolmaster, relaxed into a civil soule. He 
invited us to walk in/ and we accepted his in* *-< 
vitation, and entertained ourselves with examin- 
ing the progress made by his boys in their 
studies, and in replies to his numerous questions 
put respecting the battle of Ayacucho, the death 
of Olaneta, and the termination of the war in 
Peru. Hefasked if it was true, that the English i 
were coming to settle in the country, with many 
similar questions^/ In answer to our inquiries 
about himself, he said he was bom on the spot, 
lame as he was, and had never quitted it ; he had 
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• given his mind to study, but his profession was 

(as it is every where else,) " muy pobre ;^^ that 

the price of a school education there, was from 

two to four rials a month, according to what 

the pupil was taught. Just at that moment a 

' lioy came up with a pen to be mended. To my 

/ surprise, he drew from his old pair of Spanish 

\ blues (open at the knees, with a silver buckle 

I appended), what we denominate a Flemish or 

: gardener's knife, and proceeded, with the^ help 

^ of a pair of cracked spectacles, to nib the pen. 

^* What," said I, " Viejo, (old boy) have you 
no better instrument than that to work with ?^ 

" Nada mas Se&or, yo soy muy pobre SeSor." 
(Nothing more. Sir, I am. very poor.) 

" Well,'' I replied, " I think I can help you 
to something better than that for the convenience 
of your calling,'' and . I gave him an old four- 
bladed English knife, which I happened to have 
> in my pocket at the time. On looking at it, he ' 
exclaimed in astonishment^ " Que quatro 
enchillas in una!" (what, four blades in one 
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knife !) He had never beheld such a machine) 
in his life. I told him it was c^ English 
manufacture. ^* Caramba,'' he replied, <* los 
Ingleses son hombres muy habilesr (the English 
are very clever). I teld him it was at his ser- 
vice. <^ For quanto ?" (for how much) he asked, 
with a look significant of his inability to pur- 
chase it. ** Var nada,*' (for nothing) I answered. 
He immediately crossed hfanself, exclaiming, / 
<< Gradas & Dios,* (thank God). He could not • 
have shown more satisfaction had it been a ton 
of gold or a lottery ticket of twenty thousand 
sterling. His urchins crowded around him to 
see his treasure, and to get a holiday from him 
on the strength of his satisfaction, which we 
iftade him half promise, and left him. 

In examining the cochineal plant, which has 
a hard, succulent, pulpy leaf, with rows <^, 
small tuberclesrunning across the otherwise plain 
surface, 1 passed my hand backwards and t 
forwards over it, as one might over velvet, ; 
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without observing that each tubercle presented 
finely pointed spines, which broke off and re- 
mained in the white cotton glove X had on my 
hand. I did not notice the circumstance until, 
mounting the carriage, I found they had en- 
tered my fingers, and it cost me some time ta 
disengage them fiom these vegetable lances, 
the points of which, broken off in my hands, 
reminded me for days afterwards c^ their intra- 
«on, when I washed them, or pressed any thing 
very closely. 

We travelled from this pleasant village fifteen 
leagues very rapidly, over a perfect level of 
fine rich country^ and had got within five of the 
Tucuman when we found one of the cast iron 
cylinders of our axletree broken to pieces.* 

"* These cast iron implements have brought our hard- 
ware manufacturers into great disgrace in South America. 
Knivesy hatchets, carpenter*s tools, nails, &c, &c. having 
been paid for by the natives at the price of the wrought 
article. We must not complain of the chicanery of the 
South Americans, however some individuals have sufiered 
therefrom, and regret their conduct. 
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This caused us a tew hours' delay until we 
could get horses to ride the remainder of the 
distance. We reached the city, which is forty 
leagues from Santiago del Estero, rather late, 
and found, as at Santiago, that there was no 
accommodation for unconsigned strangers ; we 
wcsre, therefore, -conqoeUed to do the best we 
could in a ^' aaquizami,^' or lumber-room, at the 
post-house, where we were obliged to pass the 
night 

In the morning, an Englishman, named 
Davies, a native of Plymouth, who had been a 
marine on board Sir Home Popham's vessel, 
and one of those before spoken of as having 
been made prisoners on the invasion of Buenos 
Ajres by the British, came to us, and o£Pered 
his services to procure lodgings. He told us 
that the expectation of our arrival had put the 
people almost out of their senses with joy at the 
benefits they believed were in store for them. 
That the governor and cabildo had refused to 
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grant a monopoly to the commissioner of 'Buenos 
Ayres, Colonel Doregp, who had been some 
time in the city, endeavouring to eflFect it. 
After breakfast, which was sent us by a family 
in the neighbourhood, we^paid our respects to 
the governor^ Colonel Lopez, who appointed 
the next day for a conference relative to a pro- 
position for working the rich mines in the neigh- 
bourhood, of which I received previous notice 
from Mr. Woodbine Parish, the consul-general. 
We then returned to the post-house, and shifted 
our quarters. We next received the felicita^ 
tjons of some of the principal inhabitants on our 
arrival; among the number were some of the 
members of the government and cabildo, with 
the heads of the first families in the city. 

My arrival at Tucuman, with the avowedi 
object, of following up mining pursuits, inter- 
fered much with the interest that had been 
raised by the commisaon of Buenos Ayres^ 



imtOamiqMaotitiiktalfm tndntb' to aiMtige a tot^ 

ao^naintod i!ifi|b'ill|c«eiwllo>2irate aioefc dMiii 
gi|ysliedJri«iikiaod<il«tigiif ^Mni; sodita-Hitfify 
my mind that the Tncxs^aoDitsM'Jumi^^ 
Taiy- MjptRor: inaiiiiat tda^ : rTfae/ difipiiafioiis 
wUob i aitwe) ia/stbf inpap dkambtei^ iwpMiiog 

exeoiatire aad-nyiel^ landdfiftri ftr tha ultimate 
adopties* * of iti « sncnlfaara^ ;d]ip)i9red • ne /littto . 
titot:£ir ONftoi^^ nor ^na^I-ttkooi aurfMOMdai;* 
thadbquetifle tba^ika-deoorum ivlilcli {weyayed 
im.sfly> lieight^jof. HFfpmmt^^ iftftwfaidiKpasaoa 
aiftddbitaniit^ vare^flofe iigfaitfy itMsumigled^. -; • i^ 

o(n(kteact.>e|rt«r«d iiit»:lqr'«tba^'e»i&ti)raiA^ 
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personal pique. Th^ supporters of the Buenos 
Ayres commissioner, were opponents from selfish* 
ihotives, while many of the ecclesiastics resisted- 
on the common ground of foreign exclusion.: 
AH: the liberal and independent part were anxious 
for following the example of Buenos Ayres, and 
admitting the English to a participation in the 
same privileges as that government had done by 
the late commercial treaty. 

'During these sittings an old Jesuit, said to be 
the only one left in the country, came to the chain- 
ber of representatives, and falling on his knees, 
beseeched the members most fervently, that if 
they valued their property, their wiveil and 
daughters, or had any respect for their holy re^ 
lig^n, they would put a stop to all inpovai 
tions, and prevent the admission of the English 
heretics. He added, that under the. pretence o£ 
mining, they Would.play the same game in Ame^ 
rica which they had played in India, and sub* 
jugate the whole country. The chamber on tb^ 
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other biMidt in deqnte of the supportcfs of the 
wWdooi of their ancestors, and the ecdesiafidcs, 
upheld the <{He8tiQii on the poper beas and 
on the aoQpd moral consid^ntioD^ ** that the 
aooner the English settled aniong them^ 4he 
€arli^ the bpdj politio wouhl be benefitted 
by their industripns halnt^ .and wholesome exam- 
pie." It however became aeoessaxy to eojonpro- 
mise matters^, bj, withdrawing the moce olgec- 
tionaUe arddea. 

The stifle of debate in the chamber at Tu- 
cuman^ was qot as I observed it at sraie other 
places. The members did not deliver th^ aim- 
timents sittlc^ down. The orator havipg gained 
the eye of the president or speaker, advanced 
in front and addressed himself to the ch;^, 
standing much as in our House of Commpps, 
and with an air of independence and frankneas, 
very agreeable to an Englishman's notions pi 
freedom in debate. One of the members, an ad« 
vocarte, was the most able of the opponent of 



SENATORIAL OR ATOEY. It9 

^vernmeiit/ He spoke i^itfi* a bdldnei^Md^ 
vehemence, that Very stron^y 'reimnded*ni% of 
Pox 5 but he <fisptey^d inflh?t% radfe grttc* bf 
manner and k' finer' fotonatiGrt'thaii^ lltkitl' gt^t 
orator. I ^iK nei^i^io^ 'ih% ^ISgiitfe W tint 
wiry gray-!|eadfed bid ma^, trhbfee <*<*irfee hadr 
deemed tO"^e*fe6t iti9elf'^l&e^hr»ifeV,''Sii*11fe em- 
plo^fed iri {hcmdettng hii? de^uncnaiioAs agdtist 
the exedntive*. The net^ akidft>ree bf Ms fapid 
delivery were. finely contrasted ^ith the easy, 
elegant and persuasive manner of Doctor Mo- 
Uno, who answered hitn with arguments rather 
than declamation, and with an eade and self- 
command not to be exceeded in any Euro- 
pean assembly. I observed several other mem- 
bers of very considerable {Kjwef as speakers, 
and fit to rank with the first order in any senate. 
The question before the chamber I havie before 
alluded to, was not disposed of for three weeks, 
and was treated as of great importance to the 
nation.* Contrary to common usage, the citizens 
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ivew^umiaimai to idie'dieoimrioiii and exMoiaed 

ti» miBAutefpmvBAi-tm)* The object of tihis 

^taemnkr^ im^rthat tbe) geneeal. >opiiieii .on the 

* topkfbndoptdiKdsabn.'iiiigl^f bet obtaicked^ to 

't<bi3iy»'icaKxedtjiidghneiil^( tmi. thuft any ftUure 

dii$toniaei|Mdtb the^fiitblic tm amf^ng th^s^es 

0Qvthe.kitbjeKtfas/jnr(B«lBd4.i Abl^gtby^ivb^nibe 

(xintiiMt'twsa^iSDncJiudfltdi .^i.li(^ to 

htfre >bten itignedfatr. illip ba? .fc^j.th? Jiwse of 

Rdf»MeBtfili^{fis; bjLtljKe^cflntf ifOieni(Of the pro-, 

vince; and thus taihime aGqlfiD94(a^^^ha¥agter 

of a more respectable and honorable nature thaii 

any other.* 

. English perseverance, industry and enter- 
prise, find a key to every comer of the globe. 
The name of England, which the old Spaniaxdi 
made a term of reproach in these provinces, is 
now one 6f respect. The people even in thd 

* It is worthy of remark, that I was permitted to ex- 
plain myself, on points urged as objectionable, by. the 
ojpponents during the debate. 
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centre of tiiis tesnote^ciilitiiiettltriioerriDec^^tfi- 
Kghtefi^ and liberaly disjilay mope^inldligeiiee, 
kndalreafdy I possess bettec notJDnft^ jirbatiivill 
contribute' tatteir countrj^-AiwdfoE^rdbMiitfae 
monarch aiid'eoEnueU<iir»iB£>thfi oliit»iiatiryi(f«and 
the daj is' ndtfiir ^dittapt'iwksn perfest))^ ac- 
quainted witbti]ferel«ti)ve»situatiDa.df(£utppean 
nations, flielPiM^ilianeiSdfri^Iirfeaisi'to'kiokwith 
.contempt, upon the igtionQi^e'jBod imbfecHity/of 
the king* of the 'indiesy^and his/misguided iknd 
bedotted European empirei - 
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CHAPTEll VI. 



Pr(n3mceofTticuimn^ProducU^HajbiUof the people^ 

bku-^Dialq^ of a mother and A^, (daughters— Enoou- 
ragement gtWn toforeigners — Singular beauty of the pro* 
vM-'Thk l^errm'^M^wng^OlijkctWM to U answered 
— Defects ofla$fi v^nQQCCBBpaxucp^-yRoads of Tueumtm 
— Beautiful scenery and views^Ejcquisite fedmgs 
from the ser^tMy of the climate^^Gaucho character — 
WUd Ifiosi hwtktg^FhrHlscemry, planHy S^e*-^ 



The provincei of Tueuman is situated between 
the twenty-fiftb aii4 tweaty-eighth parallels of 
south latitude, and the sixty- third diid sixty- 
sixth luiemdian west lopgkude. Its form seenss 
to aj^proach a trapeziuoi of about forty leagues 
on the sides. Its boundaries are the provinces 
of §^lta, Santiago, del Estero, and Catamarca, 
Salta skirts it from the N. W., to N. E.; San- 
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tiago del Estero from N. E. to S. E., and Cata- 
marca thence to N. W. A branch of the Cor- 
dillera of the Andes, its extreme western limits 
rises to a height of nearly thirteen thousand feet ' 
above the iaane»ur.ble pampas or plains, .Uch 
stretch to the southward of Buenos Ayres ; to 
Paraguay on the north; westeslyto thetidgies 
of the Andes, and on the east comprises the 
whole extent of Indian tenitority EntrooRioSy 
Misnones, Corrientes, Santa F^, be. 

Of that part of the forgoing plaixis which are 
comprehended within the Ikmts of the j»ovince 
of Tucuman, the soil is various. It condsts of 
almoit every species, except chalk. Districts of 
day, loam, sand and gnnrel, anre frequently fSdlen 
in with ; but the soil which most prevails, is a 
fine rich black mould, from one to silt feet deep 
lying upon a sandy substratmoti. Thd divehaty 
of these soils gives endless variety to the vege- 
tafUe productions of the country, and renders 
them uncommonly abundajit The most cul- 
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ti«ate4 ffein^ vsd toots iurt aix otmevw kmdft of 
Wftjaie, .Kb«at^vbarley^.pea«),Fwiiobbcan8,4iie 

Off jGirukfb>lii^thii¥0(AerPKmge|.len)^ 

^Dals^. J and //rjrej 1 1 otrfiMiheiiies^; godBebqrriesi a»d 

currants, with manj others of our vegetables and 

firttiftiva^<^ufl'i^n^>w a^rsa- 

igpattfla, iodi^^soahinoalsfhmiejfvipitl^ uuineiYiUs 

^jVbg {dMpt^ifCQttoo^t f^pipearii ^Aoh^mo >aod ike 

'>fl»igaiHQnc^ar»i»uiidliUiabiMidii»09«;} Th^ sugar 

ia tirafiflicid. tac^a.wa^^ that 'makes. k>. iiaaBly 

.equal t«/x>i^ jdoubkitjefine^^.b^r a proos^ ia- 

/tmtodii by i Doetar Xlolumbus. . TJbe fi^ds aie 

jrkrbLy.tdoth^ and pastuisage is abusdaat 

,f]7faa woods, are* jeovc^r^d ^th eternal yerdure, 

4i|id>pix>du«(» a yast^^ariet^,^. wild fruits^ many 

of. .wbich are turned U> good aeooui^t by 

<ibsliUaliopi. Even Ae An^ei to the comds ipr 
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chef 4»ifttle ' in "tbir ri&^ oonAtr^/ "^jpi^ iif^%j4- 
ksses^ mmed in ihe i^rovincis^'brl^j 4n-^ 

abound :]« (cimdud^inid^^rig^ilM»b«^>tfrid ^^^^Ws, 
die quiiKtiod'of $Wid(of 'WMeh^ W <todil^tt6^i^, 
fand the lo#er ^m 4df(t^B dodftfai^^toini^tiife^ 

Ib tins di^hcfiU) Affl»i^th»iaJ«Biianigiio^ 
18' DC^i^ lesib riofa'^hHii-'die iiimgttQ^;' .^'IBkete 
Are iiot<fiti«»<>konii»${«ittkf>lfi' anytpik^ j^fitbe 

WAld; Previow «^ (ihe lisle dliriiurbiiioet^ tlu^ 
^("^ii^' htidted for ixi«re spOTt,. for tfaeir^wimibtfrs 
becsBme a miifittnoe. Th%iv value' wag mi Ae 
hide and tallow, and they jfttc^^' tfi^' KWiIy 
itfc6ttt twelve rials, or six diilling^^ wh^K^ttr a 
-cow will BOW sell for tto or twdye dollars, BttiUl 
buUodcib from thirte^t^ fifteen, - aad tJAHid>Adl 
^gh>wn or trained for work^ twenty. The^iortes 
afehmiy, and havei^oeUent wind; butth^y 
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are not handsoio^ mpk are tlie miilea ejual to 
thoseof i8«n J«an, and otbor inountaiajbreedB. 
The stock of sheep. aiMi. goats is much neglected^ 
as well a# that f^ hogBy ,jH e^erj; thing thiiTCB 
that receives the least attention. Numbers of 
wild eattte stUl /lunu^.th^ moie un&equented 
parts of the tptwm^ Wild boass, dfi^, and 
guanaeo»«boimd. Tlie.i4sciH|Eia^'lla«a9 and aU 
pacba^ danpt^xtepd their breed to the mountain^ 
of this frmtier.: . iOf wild ainmals^ they have the 
tyger w jpatjier jaguar ; . wild eats^ the anta» 
and armadiUo arepleptifuL : Of game, they have 
partridgesi pbeasants, wild tvirkies^' wild fowl of 
all hinds,. and many varieties unknown in 
Eiir^»e«. The bipds are mimberlesa, and of 
most beautiful plumage : many sing charmin^y, 
but unlike in note any I ever before beards 
TherQ are upwards of twenty riv^ers in this pro> 
viqce, which umting together, I believe fonn the 
Santiago del. Estero, and abound in e^gcselient 
fish» almost all varying from the Europeaja ^pe^ 
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cies except the eel. It is c<Hnputed, that at « 
small expeifise a junction between the Safitkgd 
and Paraaa might be formed^ and thiw a 
navigation .be effected all the way to Buenos 
Ayres. 

m 

Notwithstanding the jn^odigality of nature in 
this deligbtldl pRn^inee, 4he inhabitants live hi 

' sloth and eomparathie misery.' The coun^ 
peof^e feed chiefly on beef and maisee, and 

^ trouble themselves no further. The towns a#e 
very ill supplied as respects yariety^ tb^ butchers 
bringing little but beef into the market. If I 
expressed a wish to have mutton or lamb, it was 
necessary to send for it from the country the day 
before. During the fruit season, I was informed 
that there is a complete inundation of the pro- 
ducts of the orchard, garden, field, and wood, 
while at other times, thei^B is trouble in obtaining 
any of them. Oranges and appks alone we found 
abundant, in the season we were there. 'EkV&y 
one complains of the inconvenience, .but no one 
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sets about remedying it. ' It would be a very 
easy task, with common plodding industry, to 
assist nature in rearing her ofl&pring a little 
earlier, by bestowing some ' small care from 
art It is almost an aMicting sight to observe 
this people m the very garden of the universe, 
spending their time thus lazily. Their idle 
habits were doubtless imbibed from their old 
masters. Who m Europe are a more idle race 
than the Spamsh, save, perhaps, the Biscayans f 
Their idleness, too, must have increased in th% 
land of milk and honey, ' where' nature otfbr^ 



< I •' 



nec^sanes to their hands. ' • j . . 

*rhe people of Tucuman pride theitiselves 
much upon the signature lii their ' city in 1816, 
at a general congress, of the declaration of 
South American independenice, as far as in- 
eludes ttie provinces of the Bio de la Platd. 
'This pride, liowever, must t>e damped at the 
scepe around them. Enough of the Um^ntkble 
^effects of intestine wars Is left to show hbw fatal 
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tbey are to prosperity, and to the moral cha* 
racter of a coipmunity. Tucuman was the 
^apary, and^ fron^ time to time, the chief 
resource of the armies destined to drive, the 
Spaniards out of Upper Peru. It was the 
bead quarteriEi of General Bekrano for six 
months tpgether, and a greater moral evil 
could not have fall^sn upon it. In idl countries 
where the influence of the mon(c^,and priests 
over the people exists, no advancement in 
pulblic .liberty, no iota of freedom can be per- 
];nai^nt By secret ^influencfs these vermin will 
raise disturbances, or cpunteract the best plans 
for the .pubUc welfare, that >theY may Ifieep 
th^lQ^qence^or share their accustomed profits 
from yulj^ar credulity. The French tevolu* 
tionists ^ere aware of this and took the most 
s^veve and cruel meaos to counteract them* 
The chiefs of independence in South America 
wcjre. equally aware of tbe arts of the enemies 
of their cause, and that until they were ciom* 
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pktdy crashed,' a penxum^it state of security 
for thek libeities was^^knem: By the mtdrks 
of the pbSoBOf^ers and thefinfl&mttable vrriters 
of DtJ^er Batiims, Uiey infuMd a.'8phit of hatred of 
Aeotder into the people, and e^li^lkdied as a 
watch-»word ^^ down vidi the monks.^' The 
ofaligaticms of reI%ion vere^ unjevmiAed, ev^ 
weapcm. was directed to the estennkiation of the 
vnobaken foes of the rerobitipn* The ignoraAt 
and dqiraved set no hounds to their conduct, 
erery thought of religion and raorak, of future 
welfare and its effects upon unborn generations, 
were ontof tbe question. Many of the youth of 
this pnmnce fawire, i& consequence, b^en brought 
up in a neglect of all religion, and mme are 
absohitc'thesstfi, a circumstance mor^ conspi- 
cuous here than in any other state of the union, 
because that which was the cause of the revolu- 
tion was stronger in resistance here^ aiid its 
poiwer more difficult to overcome than elsewhere. 
Siadi are the inevitable efiects of similar revolu- 
tions, the origin of which lies deeper. We 
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inquice, on sedng these tlungs, if revoluti^s 
cannot be avoided altog^ber^ and diisldadsus 
to the priBumy. cause of the miBehief^-^tlie curse 
of absolute sway and ite n^rar^'ailkig iule^ of 
action-i-tbe drawing 4lie>bondil of^tfae oppressed 
tighter, aaameaDs of greater securHy^to^power, 
until they isiiap asunder <and fhid no -limits 'in 
re-action. Cixiwns that fotbid' the mareh 0f the 
people froiki keeping pace 'withtfaAt ol know- 
ledge, which try to stifle by the exertion of 
despotic power, the groans c^ the oppressed, 
and foolishly imagine that idhovation is fatal to 
their interests because it is favourable to the 
human mind and to the. governed, must be the 
victims of revolutions for they treat with haughty 
contempt the only means of avoiding, them— 
the relaxation of pow^ and the oeafflAg to rule 
with injustice. 

Nothing but the hope of the future benefit 
which will arise out of these political i^torms, 
can reconcile the mind to the devastations which 
they cause. Civil ind ecclesiastical oppreasion 
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were the primary causes of the evils which still', 
are visible in Tucuman. It is impossible not ta 
deplore the loss ,of the many beneficial institu* 
tions which the current of the revolution bore 
away with viler^ thinirs. Many of tHe^ of a 
charitable cbaracter were, cherished by some of 
the convents as append^es to themselves.. 
Many useful men of talent have fallen de^ 
sraded into obscurity in the general devastation. 
Dr.Perez^ the prior of Merced, the pnly monastic 
order remaining ij[i Tucuman. and his brother, 
men so estimable that they are still tolerated on 
account of their irreproachable lives and cha-^ 
racters, (since from the common examples of 
' delinquency there must exist many bright px^ 
ceptions) live in d^ly ex^)ectation that the pos- 
sessions which remain to them will be confis^ 
cated, as sacrifices to relieve the burdens which 
press heavily upon the people,, and; seem to 
increase with every change of the executive* 
Whether it arise from the depressed condition 
of the churchy from the mor« amiable and lesa 
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temporal character of the clergy remaimng nere, 
or that the royalist clergy m this city were 
always less bigbttecf than elsewhere, it appears 
that they possess with the people a much 
more tolerant spint than any I observed, iex- 
cept those of Buenos Ayres. But for the m- 
nuence of an old Jesuit of ninety years of 
age, a pnest named Dr. Moule, and a few 
other supporters or ancient things, enemies of 
innovation and improvement, in snort mere olcl 
women in inteltecty a Iaw of Buenos' Ayres, 
permitting foreigners the apea enjoyment of 
their own reugious^ ritefi^' would liave been 
adopted the instant it was proposed. 



jf I " • ^ ■ » ?."'■"•' ^ - r 
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I have before spoken of the influence of the 

. .. If'' " . * ' .- • ' • ' ' 

above junta at Tucuman. The following dia- 

.■■•*". ' * ' 

logue between a mother and . her daughters 

exhibits a ludicrous instance of the way in which 

it is exerted. The doniia, on returning from her 

morning's confession, summoned her daughters 
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i>gethef^ and wruigiag ber Jiands * in great 
«f|Mrent perturbation fif flpiiit, began : 

1^ DomuL ^^ O, my ckbr girk^ we are all 
ruined-^undone !'• v. 

X)au^^ki0rs* »'^ Hew^ dear maiaouv i^Hli^ » 
-tkenajtter?"' 

DeiKma. J' Ohi my dear ri»hiUk)eB» «iiiiill6r. 
enough. Padre M^.says the heretics arecotpiBg; 
to take posgesfibu of our mines fint, loid after-; 
.words, of. tbe nrholev caunlry^ Qb» my dean, 
^vrhat wiU beoome of us aU?^'/ 

Eid€Si Dcmg^rier. ^f Ob| mamma, is > that aUlf 
1 feared' these was something, worse | if they 
do come, be conif<nted, mamma, they wiU not 
hurt usw 

Donna. <^ I do not know that,*' iyoiping^^a 
i€ar from her: poreatdl eyc^ " I do imH; know 
iSoAiy^ {almost aoercome with her iinjn^*) , . . 
i Younigest Bavgkter. ^ ^^ Ob, don't be alarmed 
my Assx mamma^ we must not believe half that 
stupid old Padre says about the Englisfa* I 
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remember you told us when "we wer^ litftlil ^Is, 
and on the a^thorhTf <rf the sittne holy Paiibe^ 
too, thflrt tbe JEnglidi had tails ]ik«f det^d, or 
monkeys at least** 

Eldesi Daughter, f^ I tcsiiemb^ it too^ Mam- 
mal And now, my dear mamma, weHayie c^n 
seen Englii^men, haVe ycni ever obscured tails 
Itothem?'' ' •• "»•• 

Damm. ^^ It ifif truey my dear, that I never 
didy and that I mnst have- been imposed upon 
by such a story. They' look nnieh as other men. 
Still, my dears, I lam convinced there is much 
danger from lliem.'' 

Dmghterf.i,^ Why so, mamma'? if the first 
story is nonsense the second is likely to be so 
too/ 

Donna. ^ No, no, my^dears. Do you think 
the Padre would have come and even gone upon 
his knees to me, to solicit my influence against 
them, if there is not danger ? Neither he nor 
the fother Jesuit would have done so before tbe 

o2 
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business iu the sala came on, if there had not 
been some reason for iV 

Eldest Doubter. *< O, mamma, but do listen 
to me^ Po you see any thing so very dangerous 
in the persons or manners of these English ?^' 

Donna. ^* None at all, my dear ; I like 
them very much, they are very agreable; 
^ what a pity they can never go to Heaven ! *y 

Youngest Daughter. ^' So much theur greater 
misfortune, mamma ; but consider what with Hie 
war and emigration to Buenos Ayres, there are 
ten ladies to one gentleman left here ; and if the 

five hundred English they talk of should come, 

'''•'• ' ■• ' 

we shall periiaps some of us iret husbands, and 

an Englishman will be better than none, you 

knpw." 

Eldest DaugJUer. <^ And only think, mamma, 

' . ' ' 

of the merit and pleasure of converting a 

' * - ' ^- . ••' -.•• 1. , . . : 

young heretic to the true faith." 

Donna. *' There is something in that, my 

dear, I allow. Well, you wiU have it your 
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owft w,ay, children, I perceive. It is useless 
for me to argiie the matter with you any 
further!" 

The Tucumaneses, in general^' possess a nne 
manly spirit, and a high sens^ of honour. 
They are very kind and hospitable to loreign- 
er§ ; and that they are great Icdmirers of the 
English chajracter is plain, in the offer made 
by some of them of donations of land to any 
individuals of literary, scienti^c, or ingenious 
pursuits in life, who will come and settle in 
their beautiful country. Though endowed with 
strong natural talent they do not seem conscious 
of it. I never heard a Tucumanese boast of 
any thing but the beauty and fineness of his 
country, although in a sad state of devastation.. 
I have heard many of them lament the indolent 

habits of the people, and their want of education, 

• - * • • ^1 • 

They all seemed to me to indulge a hope, with 
an exception or two already mentioned, that the 
fertility of their soil, its capability of producing 
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any'tliin^, ite variety <i ptodttctibtis, ftiid fine 
dSififtte; Wadd enaur^ it ti f^refefettce tb English 
ettiigt'atits." -^As «tO( ' j^aknisif or dislike of us, I 
netlsr \ » i o w w c d -an instmice' of i^ except as 

D^^ i*d6t6d, D^jT itiipdrbhabte i« the i^^eollee. 
tiMof niy fijelkigfl^'^ fiCicAiteiftplated the rfah 
and yuried'^iddti^i^j^'bf t!h%deKgbtftii coufmyfhHti 
th^ alireni 'bf'ks om ittiparUM^ beauty. Itt 
poltttW grtfldetit' land' SiAMiAity- it fe iiot, I 
believe, surpassed tJta eio^h. ' Were I'pensitted 
by taste t6 ittddlge" itt M^kfiied' aile^ry/ a 
favourite figure iiith the South Aiti^rietos, I 
would j^nt thiftniaj^tfc Aneoni^qtia', sift$Bg 
with hei* headabov^ the clouds, and capped* with 
^^j&ttiA siiowst bfer bosotti teeming with ri^hei^ttf 
gold'AAd silvchr, above th^ v^fiAda d6thti% ; he^ 
Jap aproned with unfading verdure ; her feet 
sli^ppeired in^ the velvet cuMttre (^ the woods and 
plains — otic of the finest, if not the very fin^t 
of objects that Nature ever formed. 



tudi&ajjiy idbcHftt thiviy-^v« kngne^ i^ithis.p^ 
vinoe^ aBdfiofiitiQ«UB8 ilaaMirtbeisii emirse tbt^ui^ 
Sdita IQ Fatn&i^. in m almoBt uniatmntptod 
chain. It thus lonns one of tbose^araat lin^a ;4f 
mottOtaui .§ks!f»iimv fee wbi^hir AvfWca^ hfio 
nomarlmble* Th^ Anconcfuiqim of l^'ucMiWP 
coomttf of a double range lot mom^iMne; ixh the 
upper maga of wh]<^» ^bf( muxaral (iis^cta <af tljM 
Cenx> Bayo, C«r«o MflgiPi and o|beir« mwtiQpo^ 
in the: cwtcaot nith xhoi T»cwm9m9Q govamr 
uiffCityMeAtv0^^(^afpmli^}r £'or the rich 
depo»ta here^ tbey v^£^ t<> the extent jnineKa- 
Ic^oal^worka, publUbed h^n^tofoi^ by authcoity, 
rathec. than, to any JaQa).^ in^mpatipn^ or i^eatir 
mony of :tbe. e;di$ting ii^ali^tapts, whjich might 
be off<»?^ f^r interest s^ke, Fpr tim abf^o^T 
ment by the pfEitiyes, two reascps are.giyen by 
tjbe Tupu9iane6e». Qne is, vtbat nature ha^ sup- 
plip4 tbem With manifold gifts, which deter them 
from encountering the inclemency of the mpun- 



tii&^i^'i ffiffc, td w»cTi tkej ate tiM at ttU hielfaied. 

Is fur^sba '^fit^midti; dmVed'ftUm 'die (es- 

rnemoty kms^'bftck'U' the eirtente fheai^lV^'bf 
abbdt ^ipt^^y^M^iMidnafai^. - He 'a^ii'tli^t^ea^ 
w^r? abatldbtt^ iit coDi^eqiiaide ^' ii ' terrible 
eartKqtikKii; VhfAh^ fl^rby^ ffie^>^l4idl6 town 
In die'Sfetra; akd^so fii^tefied" ifie tebalAWits 
that' they ohe ktid .aiH^ ^b^dofM^^the irorics, tad 
never cbiild'be gbt to It^ide-thefe again/ In 
cbrroboration df ' thH» kt^tH&edt,' «He t ukia lOSIl 
remairf/ Thiis feet Is rfso cttefirtri^ ^by the 
tenor of thfe did irfotmtd&ite*i< thode of tife « He 
exists id th^ khOtintairis; nbbbdy knows how^ ex- 
cept that he brii%s occasiondfly small quantflies 
of goM fo bdrt^ fdr implementij and necessaMes. 
1t*he charigicteristifc policy of' an Iihfian*s' life is 
seci-ecy ; but such ii die disIHc^ of a ttriwer^sKfe 
in the more fertile districts of Tticumah, ^hat 



or filwingAa %pipfiit^oj[iii| iiw)d^ pf J[ijr^,,,^ ,, 

« 

,t}|&49s^i«9 qf .4be-i}gwp? iiji qiui^fioij^ t^ie jQfiojre 
iBAleijaLl^ct of thf^r^^h^eMis.^^d^iji^l^^^d 

Sot do«htf^l| wgitf»wjt,i^ma^ of tfxe 

eoumry « The. mining Vffixm .wljich ,brpke ,out . in 

I England, .bad. qa,joMii?r l^en.comroji^^i^^.^ ^ 

/.thi^diatont.p^.of ^tbe^Fqr^, ^^ parti^s^^ 

r A>rm9d .fay sobscnpti^^p^ ,aj^^ 

. .toother to. £9 aad^es^lore.wjbatj^adso loqga^d 
unaccountably been jpi^^ected^. ^t wa^ j^^Iyed 

. e^caxnine anddeplare wbat.b^b^n ^nd were 
the best mining gn}und& A .good deal, of , t^e 

,j)i)d labour were employed, as well a^ expense 

; iocupredf anfl much , valuable information fur- 



nislt^bed., UndToftij^Mlaljr the qdv fidYei;se;dispQ- 
si^on to,xr^nhig in En^buu^, ia.Jik^lj: tointeixf^x^ 
i¥ith Qvery yiew which might have been jreason- 
aUy entertained as to their val^e. 

The obeervatiDna th^t excellent praqtiiyd i 
minen|lq|^|(, Mr. SqQtt^ hsis ma^e^ who had j 
been four years at work on the C^tarmarca eide ^ 
of the Anoonqmqua^ prove that besides goddi , 
silver, and copper,. these. Sierras produce iroii, . 
tin, lead, zinc, cobalt^ alum, ^c; in considerable 
quantities. On a recent excui^on toexanihie 
the product of the hills to the north*west(tf 
Tucuman, tak^ bj this gentleman, t)iere w^rp. 
observed indications most interesting to the geo^ 
logist ; Ume, gypsum, slate, good stone . ^r 
building, in short, all that in this teeming and 
rich country could be wished as adjuncts to 
mining or agricultural speculation, and which 

nevei* entered a moment into the minds of the 

.. - • . ' 

Tucumaneses in estimating the value of their 
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mines, but Which Were ailditionai aiid mo^ im- 
portant indueementis to vigorous '6per^ti6ns oft 
th^ part of' British companies which eoula es- 
timate their importance. ^^ 
In examinihp^ and duly weighing tn^ advan* 

* t 

ti^s and disadvantages of the province of Tucu- 

man, ai^ a station for the esl^blishihehtof a 

' ' • , ' ■ ' ' 

mining company and mining operations, the 

following impediments have been urged on the 

disadvantageous i^de. First, the distance of 

the sea-ports of commimicatidn with Europe. 

Secondly, the want of a mining population ; dbd, 

Thirdly, the danger alleged from Indian depre- 

dations in crdsi^g the pampas. 

• • • J 

• The foregoihg'oljections, howeVe^, disappear, 
on fl close examination into facts. In respect to 
the distance from Buenos Ayres as ah outlet, 
these obstacles only apply to carriage by land, 
^rom every part of the province of Tiicuman, 
the carriage by land to Buenos Ayres (and it 
answers to send wood in planks by such convey*- 



«dJi»iiTOS"Jd Jj^.pblfi^Y^tiw^lj^ to, estabU^ j^ 
WW •lipe s5jijiej^t|^,3f^th icwrif^ep better forippi 

Wfd ibjbAhft fl«4vfpr and,, able ^p , pprfipi^^ the 
jwrp«ff!«>«^jr i»<fl?ei^,lihe, ^va^ «?9H8unie<][,at 
pQsawt.. Thf cjqaifli;^ n<^^i enjjji^oy^, are 9}ffih 
Hawi^yiy,m«!cl}ins8> t^^* Ih^y jonlj CTawI aloflg, 
«p(})ii^itb^,«ha)io^togetout of. ord^, or. sti^k 
Xfk % N8lpiq(h),are. o&ea., deified a mooth on tl^ie 
^po^,>flier^,tbje ac(44ent take? j^acp/T^he s^cmd 
.Sfejec)^%.tljy?;y^t ofnTBinwg population, may 
be admitted to a certain exteit, at the ,oom- 
.B9e|»j»m9^t,ol5,ai^,ijp4«ftakiflg. At first, |i few 



could be obtafodd to begih'^tl^.'^Bdt Mfll»ast 
numbers 'tb bornifaeii^e cfe^iy =b^ 

inighVl3e\ran^n^. * Pt)f eVefy t>**'tose^<*'^*^- 
tious WoAing, hbwevtiri riien^hoiigh*'d<:rtA*tte 
obtainea b<ftb Ifeti Tipl^^a aW" FotfoSi* iP^Abt 
from fticg4'and^'di^u^bor''^'TH^ 
which has ^hipsvrected MglHH^fota^ tern- 
pani^, has^b^A Hie' t6o^i!^a^4^i'^lcalil;^ ^ 
whfch they'^M^Ve'^b^gftri'^fell-^ttfiagrtaWhg*. 
The inost prodl^kl'diid tt^Ibs^^ '6tifiS^, '^k Mdst 
ffl-founded' hdtloiisl iiivHlA«ti^:^hea\^^' fepen«e^ 
have been thfeir'^tan^:'^' Tffi^^'steiS^^Adl'WhAve 
■'dreamed' (hat Witflig^li'k^^fo# bp^rAHmi^m^ 
more thati air^ 6tK^if' f^tiif^tl^^ husbtoditig 
of resour^s. Tfa6 ^ iitlh^t iliiue^'isaitkMt' nittke 
returns directly as'lHey are trpem&j e^A^ffi 
the pockets of adventurei^s^ ' as if ttfej* had 
nothing to do but to gather "up' thef predoas , 
orei^ though in time they may' fettirn ik'tfibtifiltettd 
fold. ' ' '' '•' '" '' 

There is on the spot' here' an idfej batfJt- 
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inmelj tnutaMe fsamntty^ ifVSiiag to aid in 
evfiDjF o e U a te r iJ 'WKrk, irh^lher ujfK>n the svtrtace 
ofiiihe gicModi fMT intiie tniac^ themsidHre^l k 

#f'Uit0Cithat(iA^tite>MHsdfid; At tU«'hite, 
esfiibme' of/their 'faiidr %hkh'in tlihi'pitiUfe 
mm9ity^' aad^nUi.jthM^iniipeitite holiHti,' is 
btrdlj^imtltnMaiig^tbie whokr iA%ht tc&^nably 
be cffoDltd. ooder the* sQpaiiiteiideti^ of two 
CM three .notm ior ial^Uigiaiiit EimipMiHk It 
WNdd itideed tequito a little tune to^ set intit- 
JteV0 goiiigt 'but thai lA all. At ererj toifie, a 
tiet(tche ordKqp WMt be established^ vbcse neoe^ 
smieAaveeoid^'andibj thisalone^ tbesepec^e 
mHild pay back half Aheiir wages .agfin iso the 
proprietors^ 

. Thirdlyy the danger of attacks oq die eonvoys 
tiaifdliiigy from the wild Indians on the pampas, 
is much exa^erated. These marauders, how-^ 
ever, oan only commit their depredations at the 
fall of the year, when the thistles are dead. At 



that tseaaon) dkirtngutheieQiiMiaenosiiiant of opefth 
tiane^.thi^ camfige of the. metals ^migHit cease. 
Their cbpr^lioaaiwill IsraiiiiaU »eaD*iidy''MiMi 
the peojAeof Bu^PPt.Ayves ohsU havie adjusu 
ed theur dispute rosfiecliflig. .tribute; md ^vte 
if th^chaif^e , ^f '.^n /«tuidk was alwt^s t^-eldsti 
conyciyjs strong enough might be sentv wiA«few 
firm %aen9 ^Mrmed witht nflte 10 s^epel dMsm J In 
a/ay oase the deriM^r resort of cutting the traces 
and gallopiung off would be suffictent^ leatingthe 
pcedous metal% wbiehi would stiU be dafe, these 
naked Indiaps being unable to remove ^tbeu. 
Th^ could be no ivbeve safer' tban on the 
pampas^ until the owner returned for them; 
The Indiims take nothing faiit whaif i$ of use to 
them, and easily portable. They mi^ mdeed 
in a solitury case set fire to a waggon; but this 
would' not make the matter worse. I have hetie 
put an extreme ^ase. Were inquiry to be made 
how the pre^sious. metals have been conveyed 
from time immemprial, from the rich districts 
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df l^fbja fiii^ Catamarca, except t)y the mode, 
alluded to, (lespite off all the obstacles now 
ekumera)^, the answer must be, by this very 
fbiile,' andl*^ m ihe misuiner I state. What 
luis iBeeh done without iiiconvenience so long, 
day therefore be done again, if it cannot be im- 
proved upcm. 

^ About' a tnird part of a league from the sum- 
mit of the CeiTO ]3ayo, one of the mining moun- 
tainsy flows the first stream of water, sufficient 
for grinding and amalgamating ores. Fnun its 
Iieight mid rapidity it is not so convenient here 
as lower down the mountain, where for one or 
two leagues there is a fail adequate to drive 
ahy machinery which can be wanted. PWty 
of wood for'aU purposes, even for smelting, «»d 
a soil of blaclc mould upon clay for cultivation, 
lliere are extensive spots, with thriving pastur- 
age for horses, mules, and other cattle: in 
short, every facility for the establishmeut of 
works on a large scale. The positicm called 



Potrero ad £atro> is both tefflp^^.fupfd l^a]^)|k 
and is distant only sLk, league^ frop the ]|if9rep|t 
irillage, Alpachi. The mules wcpl4 have only 
the distance of three leairues to conyey the ores 
to La Chacra de Pepe, whence they could be 
carried direct to Bu^ios Ayres. .The mi^eraL 
del Cerro Negro, is distant from £1 Pinf^ the 
nearest river, about two ^leagues^ . It poss^sfes 
similar advantage^ (;o that of f^otrec^, andh^is 
the same length of.^carriage roads. , . ^ 

From the information which I obtained of. 
Mr. Scott, I found that these, mine^ had not 
been worked to such an extent as to render 
machinei^. necessary. Tools for simple labour 
seem onlj needful at first, such as picks, gads, 
hammers, wedges, blasting implements, and gun- 
powder. Even a common windlass would not 
be immediately wanted. A few intelligent 
miners from Europe, skilled in the knowledge of 
mineral productions, would be desirable, and I 
am of opinion that Germans would be preferable. 

VOL. I. P 
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They are better versed in the products of ndti^ 
where novelty of production must be constantly 
occnrring, than Englishmen are. They are 
more hardy, patient, and enduring, and far less 
nice and punctilious about trifles. Comishmen 
are intractable if put the least out of thefar way% 
They harmonise together <<one and [all, '^ but 
net with strangers ; and their dispositiom 
and habits by no means correspond with the 
tried, placid tempers and dispositk»i9 of the 
South Ariiericans. 

A B^ientiHo assayer, furnished with a trave- 
ling hibokratory, a man of skill in every branch 
of thina^gy, w^uld be most desirable ; indeed 
such an one could not be dispensed with ; and if 
he hked the pursuit, the finest field in the world 
would be opeai to him. 

The province of Tucuman, bad as the by- 
rotfddr ai^ in m^y parts, at present, is acceseible 
by wheel carriages to the foot ci the mountains 
in which the mines are situated ; and is every 
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where practicable for mules. The Sierras, it is 
true, are steep and intersected by deep glens and 
ravines, obstacles occurring in all parts of the 
Cordilleras, and not peculiar to these mountains 
alone. The most remarkable feature in their 
appearance, at least in the eastern Anconquiqua, 
is the rich clothing of wood and verdure up to 
the extreme limit of vegetation^ 
y {l was indebted to the kindness of Don^Tho- 
mas Uogarte, (a member of the chamber of 
representatives, for a high treat in a morning's 
excursion among the forests which skirt the base 
of these mountains. The woods which we 
visited are ian estate of his famil^ beyond the 
plains, about seven Iragues from the city. We 
galloped over this distance in a sort of Lord 
Mayor vehicle of the old school, clumsily 
fashioned enough. The ride was completed 
in a couple of hours, when(we arrived not as I 
f expected to do, at a family mansion, but a very 
' simple rancho habitation, adapted for the ser- 

p 2 
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vice of the capitaz and peons. It would be 
strange in England to hear of a valuable estate, 
park, and pleasure gi^unds, without a house 
and establishment for a family; but it was ; 

literally the case here. J In this country, however, 

/ 'I '. • ■ 

t^he objects of style and comfort soon yield to 

another predominant passion of an Englishman, 
independence, which is fully gratified in the pe- 
culiar freedom of a Gaucho^s life. The luxu- 
riant fare of the London Tavern, the luxuries of 
the Eastern feast, or the cookery of M. Very, of 
Palais Royal notoriety, are poor to the healthy 
relish of the rancho fare ; nor do they dwell half 
so pleasantly on the Recollection. Here nature 
is prodigal in supplying the real necessities of 
man, and tempts him to her bounty. ^ Don/ 
Thomas Wished to place this property at the 
disposal of the company, for which I was acting '• 
hi South A merica^ It consisted of eight leagues 
of rich plain woodlands, and several presumed 
virgin mineral ridges, the whole being a most 
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compact and desirable possession for the em- 
ployraent of a capital, which might be from five 
to ten thousand pounds. With such a base for 
operations, there was security against the failure' 
of any mining operations, and an additional 
means of employing money, or repairing any 
loss by mining casualties, from other sources of 
speculation less uncertain. The capital laid out 
would be principally employed in restocking the 
Llanuras,* in the creation of suitable buildings 
for a home farm, and in the-establishment of a 
saw mill or two. 

After we had dined, we repaired to an emi- 
nence a little distance off, which commanded a 
fine central view of the property, from the side 

■ * • • 

next the pampa, where the distant horizon was 
seen, a sea line of an ocean of land, soften- 
ing away at an immense distance, from the fore- 
ground beneath our feet. On the other side 
stretched hills and mountains, which towered up 

* Pasturet. 
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iiiio the beaveDS) children of Andes, the gM»t 
of the western star, who 

** With meteor standard to the winds unfurPd, 
Looks from his throne of clouds o'er half the world/* 

There they were before me, those pillars 
of the universe, of which UUoa, and other travel* 
lers, have written so much, and of wliich in- 
spired poets have sung! These wonders of 
creation, it is hoped, may still be explored by 
the remote English, be subjected to the tool 
of the miner, and administer to the commer- 
cial wealth of their country. Gazing on the 
nearest chain and its towering summits, Don 
Thomas and myself erected airy castles on 
their huge sides. We excavated rich veins of 
ore, we erected furnaces for smelting, we saw 
in imagination a crowd of workmen moving like 
busy insects along the eminences, and fancied 
the wild and vast region peopled by the energies 
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€f Aritiaiifi froia n dbtioic^. of. v^\^e or ten thou- 
sand miles. 

Il perbapa matters little tp tb^ r^der» that I 
should note my disappointment sA, the failure of 
n\y hop^, apd the de^actjgn pf the,4ajrdrew\s 
I cherished jEit this Qion^ent^ ^ othf^T ^ of & siw-* 
lar ch«»«c|er in which I indulged yihe^ sqjpqi^ 
iHg |ij the ddi^pi^s province qf Tqc^ift^ri, 

The mind erepts an edifice to day. 
That ere to-morrow moulders in decay ; 
To day transportiog hopedeligfate Ahe bieast; 
To-morrow disappointment is its guest : 
As the sun's glory gilds the morning cloud 
That evening quenches in nighfs gloomy shroud. 

Wb^her I convey ny idea in. prose or in 
metre, as long as it is conveyed it matters not? 
I do not know why a sffllor, having a mu^cfA 
ear, and a few jingling wcwds in bis head, should 
not give them vent, unless indeed he fears Nep- 
tune m^y evince his ill viU to naval poets, 9s he 
did to Camoens, and to that British bard yrhpse 
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mbiie - fi ' Itmnol^Ud. Bdth'Ihe Angry god ship" 
iftei^c^y perhaps for the sin of t'hime, and poor 
Filcoiier perished for it-^heaf^en can tell how. 
Who knowii but it Was designed as a warning 
to us hot to make doggrel verses, but to keep 
a godd look out, and mind the helm ! 

After a glorious field fire-side, made for 
mere po^ttme in this liberty inspiring region, and • 
in the bosom of native, we retired, not, reader, 
to a feather bed, to bury ourselves in the down, 
but to a deliciously refreshing snore on a 
ranchb floor. They who have been accus- 
tomed to the woods, in those parts of the tempe- 
rate climates that border upon the tropics, well 
know the fact, that what with being awoke by the 
ricii p^ng of birds of every note and tune,- 
the inhaling the serene cool air of the most 
delightfiil atmosphere on earth, with nature 
reposing around in stillness of beauty, there 
is an exhilarating sensation experienced, which 
language cannot describe. It is as though the 
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soul and body bad at the moiuent r^chiod^j^* 
feet happiness, and no wish of earth or b^^i]^ 
was left ungratified. It is as i( sia and 4fQn:p^ 
were only a name, aiod the soul was piir^af 
transgression. There is no enjoyment bo earth 
can surpass this feeling. Rising thuB» it is nol 
extraordinary that the temper should r^iolain 
affected byit> that e^ery thing throu^K>ut the 
beautiful day which follows such a dawn so 
witnessed) should cheer and gratify; that homely 
fare, if we have no other, shoidd be eaten with 
a zest at breakfast, and soul and body be happyw 
Those who rouse from soft beds, in carpeted 
rooms, and in varying climes, know little of 
this most exquisite of earthly sen8atioii& ^ v 

We mounted our cavaUos at seven o'clock, 
and after proceeding about half a league trail- 
ing through the thick-tangled grass, we gained 
the high road. Here we were entertained by 
stories of our capitaz, respecting the animal 
they jnisdenominate tiger (juagar)) which is met 
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witb in the forestfl^ and whichjUrith the CKHidor, 
Qommits fearful ravages among^e cattl?* The 
opudor will Qften attack them hi the opea plain, 
while the quadruped liwaita them' in the woods, 
whither they retire from the noontide ^un, The 
mpde of destroying the oondoir is of coufse by 
9|ratagem, but thfit<xf killingthe apimftl i^reopark-^ 
able for the courage and prowe^ displayed*. It h 
conclusive of as much of that noble quality of 
man, namely p^sonal hrayery. In the QmdxQ, a^ 
must place him aiiiong the moat elevated of his 
Impedes in this respect. It was impo£^ble t@ 
i^template the ca{ntaz, as be gave us an ao- 
eount of his adventure with one of these animals 
without interest The equestrian charaeter and 
address of the Gaucho have been noted by all 
who have travelled in his vast and wild country. 
Whether he hang by his spur to pick up a 
^^ cochillo ^ or knife, from the ground, when 
riding, or is seen entangling the wild cattle wiA 
his ^^ lasso,^ he is eq^Ily at home, and cool as 
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a lady in W 4(pw^gK.r9Qii^-*-«fals motioiis are 
aUk^ elq^t an^rgrn^ef 111* But when hk ha* a 
story to relate fvpm bU aftddle, he dieiplayB aioh 
a flexibility of body, turning towards you with 
auch nt^turaj, yet fine gestures^ sunh an em 
pression speaking better than IdA woirds, that 
be seems, thus fwiployed on his stoed, a cxim** 
l»nnd of the gmtlenum and the peasant, aa 
intermixture of both diaraotei«;» sp blended as to 
prpdvce a most striking and agreeable whol& 

The common mode of killing the animal in 
questiQn, is tp trace him to bis lair by the wool 
(if it be a sheep he has carried off), which is dia« 
covered upon the brambles when the victim is 
taken, and borne away without a struggle. If 
it be a calf, they have a species of bloodhmmdy 
trained to the sport, which is staunch to eemU 
On finding the enemy, the Gr^ucho cboo9es the 
most convenient position to receive him upon the 
point of a bayonet or rude spear, at the first spring 
he makes. The dogs t}^^ drivf him out, he 
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fpiiiigs at Um €bttieho» vh^ reeaves hiiD kaesU 
ingv iRitb Hi9 eyes' foed ob the ammal'sy and 
with such oookum, thai there is scarody an in. 
stance of failure. The atumal gets staked at 
tlie instant the Gaucho^ with a nimbleness of 
wbifik none but an equestrian mce like his is 
ciqMbley.8hifb rapidly on one side, and the 
eneatum is quickly dispatched by the as^stance 
of the dogs and people at hand. 

In a recent instance, related by our capitaz, the 
biisiness wa^hot, so quickly completed. Theani- 
mal lay stretched at full length on the ground^ 
like a gprged cat. Instead of shewing anger andi 
ai^isiibing his enemies with fury, he was playful, 
a^d- disposed rather to parley with the dogs with 
gi^dbumbur, than to take their, attack in sober 
eai9[iestnes8. H^ was now fired upon, atid a ball 
lo^g^ in his shoulder, on which he sprung so 
quickly on his watching asssulant, that he not 
cQiiiy buried the bayonpt in his bpdy, bu^ 
iutnbkd dver the capita^, 9/vho held it, and they 
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floundered oir the gfound together^ the 'joum 
being compfetely in hid dutches; ^* i thdught»^' 
said the braye bellow, ** I was no kMDge^ aca^i-' 
taz, while I held tsy «rtA up V6 {Protect my 
throat, .which the animal seemed in the Bjct bt: 
seizing; but when I ^expected to feel' his ftn^gs 
in my flesh, the green fire of his eyes whidh 
blazed upon me, flashed out in a moment. He 
fell on me and expired, at the very betani I 
thought myself lost for ever." 

The approach to the coverts of tihe forest 
where these animals lurk,resemblesmuch the out- 
sldrt plantations or game preserves of aii English 
gentleman's domain, except that the trees, dnoibs, 
and plants are infinitely more varied. There 
are msuiy, which are trained in our green-chouses^ 
and some which we have introduced on our 
lawns. Our advance, for many a league, was 
through gradations of trees^ the branches of 
which, ascending higher and higher up the lEade 
of the mountains, i^^acbed at length the heights 
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whefe the iralnut, lime, and oak grow, and the 
red cedar begins to sptead wide its majestic 
IbU-ge. Hel*, far better than in the stinted . 
park ci the British villa, and backed bj moun-f 
tidn masses of unequalled variety and gran-i 
dear, is Milton's description of Eden true to 
the letter:— 



•over head up grew 



Insuperable beighth of loftiest shade» 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm — 

A silvan scene, and as the ranks ascend 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre 

Of stateliest view* 

My friend) Don Thomas, :4iow/ thought he 
had earned me far enough, to extort from me 
some token of admiration, and certainly nothing 
could exceed the beauty of the vegetative scene 
around me. There were no trees, however^ 
which at all equalled in me the giaiits of the 
fonM which I have seen in thi Terra Australia, 
where they are of jHrodigious bulk, and recol- 
lecting this, I made a show of discovering his 
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woni of knowledge in the {^Vxluciidns of othi^F 
oountrieS) and knsinuated that he fron^ tbiscaud^ 
had an ov^rweemng paniiaUty for those of his 
own. He thereupon gave m^ to uudei*stand 
that I had as y^ seen dothing, and we ad^ 
ranced andthef half league With little alterfttioft 
^ ill the (scenery, when he (brought me suddenly 
upon a groTe of l&ose stupendous trees, whidi 
throw up a clean trunk at a hundred feet^ and/ 
I am afraid to siay how much ^ore^ but still 
many feet beyond that elevation, i could ndt 
repress my admiration from Don Thomas any 
longa", nor keep back the just tribute of my 
applause. Such vegetative magnificence I never 
before saw. 1 gazed until my eyes ached ait 
j these forest patriarchs, mossed with age^ endrcJed 
with creepers, and studded with parasites like 
y stars in all parts, trunk and branch. They 
seemed coeval with old time, and suf^lied ass(v 
ciations of age, which the castled ruin inspires 
in Europe, but which would be vainly looked 



foit km- iio^M iho9^. tceesi iike thofle itf tjif 
p^et%}|avf ^BfPfylKM } skouki h^vei demmid^ qC 
thfoiy aa I £bU ao. alpioit iirfristibl^ desii^ ta 
dq^ Jx^ivr JQiig, th«^ j|i)4 9t|]|^?. whether fixim 
ee^qp'^d^^f WVteyj^r.th^y .ipigt^tbaire^ir 

nig|if.o9«B«^ifQi!) Ik>tt. .^ipiKW^ mi^ myaelf w^ire 
odi^iiUrtJiilg) tbil 1^ 6tw.j^if» o£^a p^mpapj:** 
emplojmmft of cafHtiil) wm^ mAe de^pentlie 
h&T4(9k among th^m* . /Timber, as befcrp re» 
marked, even for Bu/^og Ayres, is in deniand 
frmn this 'spoL fate willed it otherwi^ and 
these paUsift9cha,«m£^^owiiig.| thwgh.their 
doom was. Ibeo looked upon m almoftfc ceartain$^«« 
but as Bums writefrH-r. 

Tbe sehemes of mice and men 
. QsDg aftawry. 

|jt is saidy on the authority of Don Ignado 
NttBe9, .that there are 6fty-three kinds of useful 
timber here^ and sixty-four different species may 
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be enttttiefaled. Oiie^ of th^fte "itrtke vttltaUl^ 
"^ red ^^xfoy) caH^d hei^ **<Ji««lM9ffl0f* Wiriter 
stated that in ISl^'sevett pel^cftis tfi&i ^ jASlflfi ' 
iiig hands, and cobffl hatAj enelosd the **tf aiiit " ^^ 
^ of <me)within thfeir drcuit. Now, akboA^ I'«tV ^ 
none of such a prddtgiou» girdf ti ihiv^9btf '^ 
Thomas informed me that ther€ wette ^wwidf IT 
vast deal larger in anelher paii <^ the '{0nm^wkit'^ 
I^eel no reason to balievehe told «He iHidt'iratf - 
incorrect. The variety o{ species H^&meiA to 
me endless. Amctfig the priacipid vegetdbte 
novelties that are found hei^ are the'fconstantr'' 
sucoesdon of underling trees and «hmbsj i^hidh^" 
grow beneath the larger sons of 'th« tiyf^ii^f^mi 
, thr innumerable femily of rieh clmflbef«s*'imi^ 
ining from tree to tree, and linking dieniM4)eftU^ 
'tifuUy together, that it mi^t be^u^pvsed they 
I had been trained by the hand of fancy or of the 
I amateur botamst^ to gratify his fteling for hfc 
fitvoiirites. PeAaps there cotild not havebeeti^ 
a better season for a trip to the fbrest, than 
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A^ thil^ I tbiis Tiflted H. The dnmge-trecs. 
Wert In* full beflfrfaig, and might be said to ^ 
fcetti tadiant With their golden fhiit. To Ub 
WAgiAtnm \he mictions of the Arabian N^hts, 
or some land of fairy ima^naticxi, seemed to 
be 'reali2ed.' Nothing' tbat the mind can divril 
npcfa -eonlA surpass this scene in beanty and 
luxuriance. I could hav^ wished to Hnger 
in those enchanting scenes for months tog^faer, 
and a true lover of botany would not leave 
their ddicious shades, could be help it, for 
years. 

While proceeding amid this deligbtfol 
iceneiy/we diverged at length in a zig-eag track . 
tlm)ugh a dense thicket, following a cattle track,< 
until Ve arrived on the borders of a considem- . 
ble mountain stream flowing through the vcty i 
heart of the forest. »The stilhiess around, bidken 
only by the murmuring of the water, that ran 
^IboUy and darkly along ; the novelty of die 
vegetative forms to the eye, the serenity of the 
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'atoiosphere, and the soothipg effect projsluce^ <^ 

the mind by the mdioq c^ the ^hole, I|eft.notl^i;i)g 

for even the nu^st gifted poet's fai^y 49 ^d^,ki 

the way of attrnctiomy to the bo^er; and l^utifs 

of this epchantiog sppt. A grqa^ par^ qf tjffi 

stream ran^under a gi^eq ^xc^^^ of tr^s» n^v to 

f the European eye, of richly tinted jfoljiage^ ff^d 

j often quke novel in form^^fthile evergrec^^ filled 

, up the aides ampag tbek trunks. J^he hr^ic^ 

; mot over the water thickly interlaced, ^nfL.thro^h 

r 

the (fretted roof, a sun^tj^eaip was very cjirQly 
. reflected on the water, but it bore the green hue^ 
and wg^ the " Jlio ver^e, ,r;io y^rde/' of the 
%)anish bidlad.} Thus theciurrent flowed in t|;ie 
* centre of a most charming avepue, cool^ dim, 
and stretching .away in grateful perspective. 
Nothing <?puld be more pleading than the look 
up and d^wp t^iis ^l)Qre^ent encV>sure, so hap- 
pily accompanied by water a^d sh^e, and^orm- 
ing such a contrast to the dear (joudle^ s)^ 
and warm sunbeams i^itbout. J*he, eo^^pdyp^ 

Q 2 
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0f'^the''€hfeek poets, even tKe dreams of the 
faio^ '^ifiiotiaiy endiunasts would be found (i»a- 
yaed hetei /What a donicile for tiie nympbsof 
iftieiiroodsl^^aw channingljrtlMHr slender forms 
#oiild' hahnonize with the green umbrageons 
dhude of ^s natural arcade, so far outvying all 
that art has or can eva* achieve I 

I have already mentioned the number of 

parasitical plants that wreathe, or studd, or 

depend from the branches of the larger trees, 

especially where they have most room to flouridi. 

The principal of these is a genus of the Hexan- 

dria Monogynia, called Tillandda, bearing a 

likeness to the aloe in general appearance, 

^ut in the leaves and stem, and bell-shaped 

^flowers, resembling the lilly^ yet conaderably 

smaller, terminating at the. stem in clusters. 

The leaves spring from the root, and the plant 

has the property of secreting a quantity of pure 

* water, which is so good, that the woodmen and 

pckms who work in the forests, never take any 
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."with them^ Whoi they wuix to ^risk^.tlhl^ 
perforate the plant near, the root^- aod the Qm4- 
rguskefl out in a stiPcaniy cleoir a9'Cry#talyo99d 
la quantity prop0rtioii0d.'(to.4b&^«it€ oftfo^jplMC 
itself^ From the. heat ju4gnieoi;:;]/<iri9Ul(}.'%«a 
by the born goblet in which the jjii^iicycf^tit 
the liquid, I should think the <qiuaiU;it(y;(migI)j^^ 
about(two quarts frcMB the f i^le^. plaj^t^. The 
heart of this plant and the svirrowiduig Uavos 
are so tough, that the knife ia with ^difficulty 
made to penetrate them horizpntally for . the 
purpose of examining the cells containing the 
water, but if thrust in vertically, it enteraas 
easily as into the stem of the plantain tree. 
The interior of the cells or reservoirs ia of a cape- 
like succulent nature. The natives could^giire 
me no account of the probable duration of %\iis 
plant, or if the water was to be obtain^ iat 
all seasons. I could not discover whether, the 
aqueous deposit is a natural secretion froi^i the 
earth or atmosphere, or whether it is coUefSted 
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hf the pored of the plant during a fall of rain-^ 
the idM modt natural, Were it not for the shel- 
tered situation iix which thete excrescences are 
found to flcriirish; but where they grow little 
raiii can reach thein, and moreover the natives 
in their accounts did not accord with this 
o|nnion. 

I ladient thai we were very unsuccessful in 
our attempts to examine the plant minutely iti 
its intiernal arrangements. The tubes afad v^s^ 
sels were always much torn and injured befoi^ 
we could penetrate into it, arid unfcMrtunately 
after succeeding in the preservation of a dried 
specimen, it was either thrown away by my 
servant on board ship, or lost on landing. Thii; 
is a circumstance I greatly regret, as I believe 
thfe plant to be unkhown in this country, evefa by 
gisneral descrijption. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



j(Hnnfir <mtke tirth-daif of George JF—BaU ffven to tiig 
ladies of the city ^ Manners^ The character of the people 
capable of being improved^Prices of labour. — Of kmd-^ 
Mechamct bad workmenr^JQe^cripiton of the city ^ 
Tucwman "Want of instructors— Popiilati(m^Siifferingt 
in the late troubles — Effects remaining behind ^The 
present governor, Col, Lopez — Animo^iifi$ andfeudt — 
B^ections —Set out for Salta— Parting attentions of the 
citizens —Bivouac — Scenery— JBiposo' Ticucho^'Misera' 
bfy scanty popuhMon—'Tamcas^^TertulUa—A governor 
fihot^Dom Puch^'s hospitality — Arrival at Saltq. 



Wmh% r^peiving civilities from the jinhabi- 
jtdDts of Tucumaji) ^^d pursuing with ^ CQ^^^ 
YieQia^t pypedition the business of my etm- 
ployer«, the 1^ pf Auguiit arrived. I thouj^ht 
the pircA^n0taBce of its being th/^ birth-d»y jpf 
the king of England n^i^ not be yqapprp- 
priately imprfovied to our a4vAi>tag^, if t invit^ 
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tbe^TCCDory ttefltbcn «f the BaU or duonbcr, 
mod mmnf of tWfMcqiaiiiihakituit&toadiBiier, 
to Jgtor» fog ihe laamfoldcif ilitm I hatl iBceived 
iwii'thetiiifciniiginy ji ij uuB yinthcir city.. To 
•npport me on tid^ ocsaaon I baA an eKcoDe&t 
tecood in Mr. G^oige Bixnm, a fine specnutti 
of an 'Eaf^&AaasKi^ both in regpect to personal 
and mentid endowments. 

The best tare which the country could pro- 
duce was set on the table. The good feetiag, 
mirth^ and pleasant interchange of civilities 
displayed on the occasion, could in no part of 
the world be surpassed. The governor took his 
seat cm my right hand; on my left sat the 
gallant General Alvear, a high-bred cavalier, of 
finished nuumers and lofty bearing. The Ge- 
neral was merely passing through the city as 
ambassador from Buenos Ayres, to felicitate 
Bolivar on the termination of the Peruvian war, 
and to greet his arrival at PotosL On deUvmng 
the first toast, «< The Patriot Star of the West, 



\ 
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which, having smriiioanted tihe'PcnimQ'CbfdUL 
lers^ beams brightly in its <a£W|B»t, to»'gk>]^k^ 
meridian,'^ I took notice ^ofiin absurd rumour 
which had been induBtriougiycamidi^dyA&iitety, 
that the ^^figlish, undar pretence of mitdtlg^i 
^H>uld SQOQ^^akepossciEisioiiofthef^hoIfi'cbuciltiy; 

*'Far,^fsaid I, " generous TucimiBneiefif'I/ far 

'^ «• 

from disavowing such ati-dbgedv I fadiaU'eddiia* 
vour to establish the coticctness^ of the report. 
The English are going to take posBesskm tif 
your country, not, indeed, by force of anas 
against the government; but^ by a noode of 
conquest which will be equally beneficial to you 
and themselves, by bringing the resources of 
their capital and industry as machinery to raise 
the hidden treasures of your neglected mountains, 
and to render your impoverished plains fruitful. 
They will take possession of your country by 
placing it under the rule of a spirit of diligieailte, 
active labour, and sound moral feeling. They 
will take possessicm of your couni^ wjben they 
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settle. amongBt you, bj . mingling British blood 
wkh that of the fair and lovely daughters of < 
Tucuiiian.y 

1 cannot find words to describe the satisfac-\ 
tion which this ailusioa to a ridiculous rumour \ 
afforded the company, except by saying that j 
my own subsequent chagrin at the disappoint- / 
ment of such hopes, fully equalled it in exoesa. ' 

t then gave as a toast, '^ The most gloriou8\ 
monarch in the world, because rdgning over a \ 
free people— George the Fourth/' This toast / 
was drank with such enthusiasm, in the English j 
mode, that the four times four which accc«npQp-s 
nied it made the walls of the room re-echo, the : 
band playing '^ Viva la Patria !]/ as it did after 
the first toast given. General Alvear then arose i 
and proposed ^1 Success to the recent union! 
between the two countries, and prosperity to 
Great Britain, that noble and indestructible 
barrier between the world and slavery !" This 
toast was followed by sentiments well and loftily 
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^^{>ft!l^l»ed$ dnd n^Udi ytould honour the h^d 

add heart 6f any toan that ever Ur^d. Our next 

toast wfts " Greorge.Cannittg, the practical, liberal, 

\ and enlightened statesman, who has^ guaranteed 

I 

South American independence." Tumultuous 
, ** Vivas," the breaking of glasses, and other 
symptoms of exceeding satisfaction, were exhi- 
bited.- All present, even in this remote city, 
seemed aware how much they owed to the 
intellect and genius of our distinguished minister. 
^ The brave General Miller," who had gained 
immortal laurels in the service of South Ameri-. 
can independence. " The governor of Tucu- 
tiiian.'' " The president and members of the 
sala.*' ** The ladies of Tucuman/' and a ra»t 
Vfuriety of toasts, all in the English manner, 
f6ih)\^ed, ) whicii this kind and excellent people 
s&eified U> receive with high pleasure. The 
evening concluded tKth the destnsiction of every 
g}A83, decanter, and {4ate in the room', a custom 
here (occasionally, too, among the (M Spa- 
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miud^t imipLjiiig Aat the uttfiflils, however 
expensive, must not again be ined, lest ^hej be 
pnpphanedon lesa amkable aod aocial oeoasbns. 
Tbe iiihabhaBta.qf this fine diinaie are alive to 
tbe uicesi imfmlses al aeia«atiaB, and it vas 
gf^tjy to this character that they owed the hig^ 
tope of natifopal Iqetipg which supported ibem 
through such <1iificultws as they eacpuuteredin 
tbe cause of indepeodaioe, Thdr constaiicy 
and couiBge^ their patieDoe' and persevenoioe, 
wcse distinguished -amid the Jruin pmduoedby 
la shock which the ooontiy will take a long 
time to recover, but firom which tenfold beoirft 
iinnst ultimateiy aocrue ; a generous, ' Ugh- 
sninded people^ bke the Tucuvaneses, cannot 
senuun stationary. Tbe gratification of thb day 
I shall never Ibrget ; it wasanssra in my eodst- 
enee alone woith living for. I gloried in being 
the finit JSsglisbman to bring together, at tbe 
QODvivial board» tbe eonflioting parties in tbeir 
.city, who forga&ting all personsl animosities. 
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joined in the oonviviafity with heart and'isott), 
and poreed Ulbe brethren* : . i r 

My scictess with the kdies^ in this r^^spetit^rwtis 
not qmte so complete as with fhegefitlafifeiV. Still, 
considering the tenacious character of tii^^soA^r 
se^t, something towards it was effected; I gave 
them a ball on the fdlownig ^rrehing. The 
lady patroness, Donna Josepha, condescended to 
unbend a little in my behalf ; and on the whole> it 
was a scene to be remembered in thefairiiionable 
annals of Tucuman, and appeared to produce 
a favourable impressioa of the British cha- 
racter. Bright as the evening was, eyes 
yet brighter sparkled there, sweet and arch 
lips smiled, and graceful forms floated in the 
giddy mazes of the dance, which would not 
have dishonoured Almack'^s. The bayle or ball 
was opened by the Governor and General Alvear 
dancing a double minuet with two lovely crea- 
tures, of whom even St. Jameses might have, 
been envious. Then followed neither a gover- 
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not DOT a gMiaral, but this giver «f the fdte with 
the Jidy patranqsa^ as bunUy Hf his* eKevdoiMs 
eould aeoQiKl those of the ^oniui^ in nAam tbeve 
was no lack •cf ek^uice, nut of thet -touchiiig 
beautj of oaFHi^ •wlnob is sc^m^arkableiD the 
Wroftl^ifldiarmiogclimate, Weweresuf)fM>rted 
hf the aoeompKshed Engtishman already poMed^ 
who waa ihe |Mutnar of one of the .most distio- 
guisliad beauties of TuoqmaQ. A Spanish •eouoi* 
try «hiiiee sueeeeded, and fcHrmal eeseiBony yields 
ed to Jblaod ootuitesy, hilarity, and sentiiQent^ 
in the gcaee and fascination of the South Ame^ 
ffican waits. Tke room, tbou^ one of the 
largest in the city, was incapable of affording die 
^company spaoe for diairs ; many therdore weie 
joUiged to nsst themselves by sitting on the em> 
fiat. TUs may sound strange to En^ish eans, 
-fattt the carpet seeKied to die Tuct^Huanese ladies 
as much a seat of ease aB an ottoman is witb.us. 
d anhf notiee this .circumstance here, tbottgh 
ly worth 'recording, because it.isaimaxkxlf 
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tile maimers of a people littlef 'known an En* 
gland even by name, and a poaolioe MrUcb>a 
3^ear itetmo moBne< efient in intercoune^vithjiB^ 
and in copying our ,£mUobs» may- oMiterate 
and even* shock a fair TiiiciiinaneaetaJbeTemmdsd 
of — thus pass away cPMkaa^l Thtift primeinai 
maimers are eradiieated byotherS) wiiich faave 
perhaps aftet all but doubtful advantages oif«r 
them» 

Tbeprovin<»<;^ Tucumaa^thoi^h thesinidl- 
est of the united proviaees of the Rio de la Plata» 
is by far the^best 'p0(^>l8d. The population is 
gre«^st in the plains, the fertility and plentjr ef 
which render the inhabitants fnee of the neoesf- 
sity of toil or labour. ¥et^ jfirwn ikie jctomat 
obsennataon of their habits, notwithstanding 
thdbr predilection for ease, and an indolent li&, I 
am persuadtd they would somi chwage to.axiicae 
active ebaraeter if 'Sufficient inducements wece 
held out, either-in objects of ambition im* luxury* 

The Tueumaiieses ace not ataB deficieatin 



240 TCCUIIAII. 

energy^ .I».f9ipect'latkelQww.difis#%c«imiqfm 
laboutm i«r-aay am<kMr«4nii^lirlMidiiar fiwom 
thne.te Qme dattusr m :iiK>olh.^.*l|eftd capitaar 
for4ig|it:/9r lor? tgukh^wfonimjmpmor work». 
aa»<ir(Mdi»«ir ^Miir. jiXb to^ ^|^ t&t . th^- same 
UiM (c jttlMlSi .x^Qf^^ and liandir 

crfA»! «ie» 0»re^^ 9^ aeaiee* . TheBHthe 
WGckwieitaf ^bi*^^M do their work Tery roughi|r. 
and bttd ; tjret Ae}i ba^re a conaidenible d^a]a4 . 
for.' tboiir labour, from the oeighbouriog pfp«- 
Tinoea, aody a»i before obsenred^ % tbf^ tupbi^ . 
in .pla9jk$);eimi m far as Buenos Ajfi;^ Tbo^ .. 
people, tocb b^ye quick parts,. 9ve ,i^xtf?ein^^ : 
dodk^ easily attacbedv laad wpi^d. doubiL^ss^j^ 
make excellent servants. i . ;n , . . 

Tbeprit^of land may.b^ judgt^by^apui^hasp 
I w4e for the ooippany 0! twentyrfivie. a^esirf. 
pa^U^e, <}V»sQ to tl^ pity, fyp tmt l^DHllmd aodu.f 
fifty dollars., The hf^ land- tbuse mtualed m29i> ^ - 
be bpm^t foK tim dollars peracae^ b«t)dstlitisatv* 
areta^bf^^badkiftihe country iorafiaampfiMiltte^ 
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iong; and I idefelsre, wkfaouteki^geratio^ I; 
kiioir ' no pidrt- of iimfmsM wkem^m oomferu 
able an IndepeDdence fbajheMMixmA, and jo 
soon, by an indnetnons finf^tahmfliik, as fa^ve^ 
from the posseanoQ of a moieMte eM^ iif 
land. The people c^ the pro^oe of C^nibiet^Btcm 
adjoining, repair hither for thdbr. tmsae^ wheM:^ ' 
toliaooOj &c.> ^i^eh nature raises ahntM mMUh 
sisted, yet in many places it is often diffieaH to 
dbtain any, so little trouble is taken lo euL 
tivate a proper quantity. Some eyen conceal in 
store the quantity they possess, for by givingto 
-their nrighbours they fear that they may waiH 
theitiselves, and they will only dole it out rduo- 
^ntly to th^ friends. 

The city of Tucumah is like most others in 
South America, of nectangular form. The' 
puUie edifices and works are in a wretched 
state. The arts and sdences are almost un- 

kndwai literature, of cfisurse, iacluded.^^ Mutic 
* There wts tcaicely typeeiioi:^^ ia their plittfingofllbs 
VOL. t. E 
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lo0e fieems to be a hMe cultiykted, but afienend 
8|)ir{t of liberality, a wish toiixi{Jh>ve, and a thirst 
f<(Mr kndwkdjEf^ is n^ obsepredly ctiffiinii^ it^eCTf 
idid mli not allow tln^ Btat6 of thim ;to hut* 
Unfi>rtii|ilatdy) the diaimelsof infermfttiion ar& 
few and naiiow. . and I feiu^ the people «r^ 
iHthont instructors, or |iave. v«y ill-chosen 
pnes, though, tM&rhaDs the best they <^ 
«)btaiii. 

Tbd iK^ktion of the pi^ovinee of "^uctrntto 
hhA Imn eftittfatedf from 40 to 45^p00^ and^ jOiat 
of the city ^oih 10 to l^LOCO 'from which latter 
I should imafi^ne that at kast a {(mtth may be 
dea^ for war ivid e^Hgr«tjoa^<q:B«enJ>p 
Ayres. An estimate that apprqaebed to cor- 
I fectn€f$s I could liot obtain frbtn a single indi- 

\ 
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jto "(Mnif^ose th^' cootract I macte with tbe 'govemineDt, 
whidi ihb^^h only a single page, cM thre^i^ IttblHir. 

wod^Mpa iim » dRttch dock. . Yet ^ili city wi^ihe We 
iahop! 
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vidua! m the city. Nat even the governor cdiild 
give it to foe ! * 

Of %e great sacnnces and isunenngn of the 

■ V' T:- v' ^^* V't'- Siii' *"'''Ui- MO-'^' tji,. 

central provinces of the Rio de la Plata m the 

cause of the Revolution, there is an abundance 

jf %' ''\ ..s"^^/^ J *i«;^-_ ,v/or\BrT,e(ji: "?. 
of sumcmg evidence, lamentable to witness, and 

oontinu " 







City, 

is, however, to be hoped that the worst Is past 

-*-that the tune is approaching, when these evus 
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will have disappeared, and a regular state of 
Imngs wiii subast. When, m reaut^, ana iiot 
m worcte only, a ocHistitutional gbvemment win 
be established, atid irEolesome laws. Bxperi- 
ence shews that these blessings are na€ to be 
attained in a moment In a country where the 
chmn of society has been so dissevered, iime 

I9il«t Jt>ft©WB to/e^nUqthe Hn}^ t\k m^ff^ 
pMmt'^y^hm^t^ an iftiisttldcis^«3c»ffi|d»l0' At 
provincial tdWns. The p%(E^i<ms have tKere befeit 
letiqisd down into calmness and order, ind m 

a ft 



present ekpeetAtions can he depsucM upoiE. 
Stffl ft most he acknowledged, tlMit tbe= vord 
^^ ooDstitation '' is either not- uiidenitood.Lcir. 
terribly misused in some places. Tte4iKU>* 
gMised ^nation irf* certain of Aesefirofiiicesi 
notM^tlisfandl)^ die trkolmnae. «xa»ple iHf 
Btiento Ayres, indkes thk t6o erident^ andifeadl 
a stM^ '^f tMn^ %rflt not lenniMte- whilst ilba 
executive; oontiBually ' tefla^iicecl by eicdtiatra 
^rty intereikry oti^we^'lheJegiriatrrB. -- 
' An unalfied iMfitary usurper, a log kbig frocA 
^i!ipiter, an Egyptian nmmttiy, and ahncint^ ft 
Ferdinand (without 'apostblie9^)wDaM be bcfttsr 
ks a iHiler, than tlieldolof apartfCuhtoUgar^. 
br the tool of a femily junta, a^hasgdl^na 
soiiife if these provinces. The uroimds of i|he 
beautiful Tucuman have more than oiide^bNti 
toni open, by intestine broils fh3fdi'tlli£riause, 
iv^en t!hey were thought to be eioatiSMii^lmd 
ifr31 be ISO agdin^ unless^ fofttiwiflg i3a6 emalfi^ 



»f i» '. 'leMkig ♦ pwiflciv .ATiiilmmfi /B?F^4%,9f 
. Salter tte "pef^e-tilemftdve^bi fHi^t)^g^dqip.fl^? 
trigttiog' faiBiUes^ ekM?t/ra::gQve^o^^^ 
kdgbd-;totont>; parQbitj^^t.^i ind^fH^^fj^,,of 

l' these" qcMlxal psiM«rtiute9^>ihe^Jlite t^itlbte.ifflQlAHA 

ewiy e^>ecie% with w|acb. Sa^ JMn^^.li^ioja, 

Biikai bftveb^eo aSiBctedfl fifon^etimes tAtern^J^y^ 
timen fganw^t cipch . ot}>^r,.. Fpiuild BweU o^J; ,^ 
twkiin€^;>a8<ilai^e 0r faurg^r.tthaa^the dfetoil f^ 
iHeit^/UiMted operjUtions ag^ujQ$t their CQmmoDpgr 

* . Xhe>:|nrefif»t bmve governor of •T^c^^nal^•is 
CriqwkiMs^j^^A I .h^ve ireasoa, to b^ey^. he 
iStfHNi^ (^ipriRjEsii^frhfijawi^ hb etevatioj;i.tQ;f^ 



« This occurred a few months afterwards, in a way (^n- 
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Colonel Madrid, an officer of considerable military 
' spirit, haVing signalized nittiseifVlilf in|^ ihbsd prdiat&ry 

/ jjaysr^'udiea JUmirnir Qirr«»**&fi. ^wi« :<^vMii^ the 
fyld with Buenos Ayres. on his retnm from an expe- 
clition to raise' a contingent force at Salfa, ih «nnci)Mi- 
ihn of W "^Bii^ziKB w^ l^$ed;'Iia{i^:^di(eK3a ^rp 
.acfion^, W, whi(*b ^i^ey^ weije ^n|?iged together swgrd in 
hand. Lopez fled, severely woimded, and Madrid (a Tu- 
\6%nmme, il; is siitdv by -birtt^}'0«f|itt<M%9^ pm^tim Qf 

The government of Buenos Ayres denounced this act of 
their officer, as ooe of aggression ; but it Is^ to h^^tkllmiQe^ 

. a>ai§r>iqn )^a|plbr»4» Coion^. Madrid J^nj^^ bns|^ii§(^n-, 
iunction with General Aranales, in reducing the states of 

' CJatamaii^ca, Santi;^o De B^tero, 'and bcMnS^b%a,'^^^4^^^ 



general affairs. Thus the man who. from party, 
local governdt, wotilia'^ ^tSn' ififtm ^al^i^io 

.pride; pgdu^$^ siw5sr%f f od witU tr^ fi^th, 
aien' t^pi^bdy ift^ Uas ysoIimt^ •^xlm'ml^ «da-; 
|ici^ ^t a^^, inc9iiyei4e0ce,1)^k(g sensibly alive 
t9 4t9'1ttdM«lAur^>a^d |«vhapii j^alaus ittfi 9 
jreflQction upoa tihe ciiiise^ of hid0p^jdefhce on 

nij^al lAteatiiie. disturbance is Ibti&Mi to^ $l%ct 

- ^^^^IB^ tt^ey ate again nree 

to mam ia tli* uwid ituMaui -8ti> ftv,a«feip i|p 



the wreck9iitf{ilM jTomliiti^ni r.^i9«iai^mc{«(MMd$<t 

Ibedi'^d^ miuteRmiAd^ aUe i to remadjr-i'^fthQ'' 
evtl^' 9dt «ksffrfajr tDoial^inftiieiiod tkon '|lij<fieid^ 
po*eiv*> 'Ferfaapa aaait eoimdm 4bo situatBdi. 
bfifdsd tbej^tcould'get mtos arsegniiun Jlirabk/Ji^'VO) 
Jbtitan diBturb^'in >a*8iim1ar'ina]iii«r, |»t iit^ia* 
notwilhsUakdii^ ft iiioreL «id tegntfiil jMakeio^ ' 
plotiM for an ^En^liflhflmte* • 7he initb iis^ • thMl ' 
thbjiiifiWeiitr Slates of the uniontfmataiielijduM' 
tAiid&^)i(min («acb' otlier,' that the«ub-gi)v0f4if 
|B6Dii<'«IpBe can be loafaed 'to Sat resuai^g^^ 



POLITICAL ^ail^l&^ACTkR. $9^) 

f 

> * 

last^atiu»> of ^^o^ki^ to < 'wtosii Sritisliiiik^loM^ i 

9^iMh^ ' iLet < «b^ r^der Mt be "flirj^i^seiKttt ' 
this sentence of indirect pBhogftk^^' Jfitd^iMf ' 
£lkr«B I 'did/vs^emg what!llMV,'4iitlie»<fIttttttcier 
pf-^diis peapld-HJiad -heiiiingledmlh^liMn^aiid' 
matnes^ed^ «S'I did, ^J^n/thettiagBdy ofiBc^iitM 
insess'peitEornifid, by thi^7oiJbik,<if Mfaieitf tfasfiisl' 
f^tniitts'iii the city, the urnled sbeutings of'^tbet; 
pevplie ofi.ali -portiest. (enerjr '{)eit^ fendjboii^^ 
fergdtteii) . when thie geiieral freeddm .was fd^' 
iudeAxtOj wfaUe ibe .acckniaerar.weve buried -to : 
tberfrcsiy obio^ in theasbes^and ruinti causodrbj^*. 
.tba^eUempMoation^ of the stern virtue iHiinoiil^' 
civled.li^ would thiafc withioei and wmdd^JEttl! 
ibatj^ ihonferet ^party mmy tear iheakj vjAbiB^ 
6|liiiitircftQ. never -J^gain breiik tbeitiunion-'itbwi 



'Kme<}#illV^^^'«6ra4Mfc'4^^ ire 
^4Wftliy^^the&f' bbMtkiiy bT 'ir^Miibcbi "Aidf ^Oe 

iae with bavihg shrunk froin^^l^)!^;lui$ I p^ 
ifi«l0^(ibr^>fh^ kift^lisi^ <ttiy ^hliinble 

€ttl^ id')ii^^«bdDi^^ilfJtb ovil^iiiid>#ith 

' iilppii ^ib^m Ml the ^SGom ol thei^ ia^^ifiKi|lte clMsr- 
l^iihMiitln fae^fi^ie imm d»^ cybtatidD'^tf^^btir 
4Uioiesit tyrants. Abis ! the British oounfeBfiMMe, 
M&sbs^ i^ondiy 4M^ aiutua]|f''ex^tiBB to 
i^Mfi&^v^M thttir ^coi^tiy^ «ti4 to^6periale 'M a 
iiifliieroiit iaovnii^i^^ Vjr riAaii|;'ilier 



, Jl»WtfffJlr . .- ;l- .;; -M Ji v) ^ n.iJi:? fj mvl >; / : 



HfiS , .TVCDMAM, 



APai^/WWUtte^^ pijxwjqjal If^esr^ tbfrtPl««* 

fairly under weigh. j^rrW^sij^l^^ ^fe^?'^ 
^>C|W9PJ??P lir^i^ W)^ ^stepped, ; 4)s |it ijt» 

tm^\» o|r%.WPpWiKc,J?.iSpr§?^<»dv|r^J^ 
mised ; and having^drank^ o^r glasses to. the 



pabtin'o ' tilVlttTiKa. . jB^ 

gress we'haa^ made in tfi«t gbod^' #^«J 
^lSfi^riSA&^ t^duet tb Bf^a^g^8»''^^d 10!^^ 

dky, and ^e of coarse? Mi MghFy 'flktteiied *y 
Ateir utiloe*led*ft)f at^toiion. '. ■"^' ^v'''> 

' This^day, Au^urt Ht^t^nre prbceedied thr^g 
le%ueft, and'dteh 'hafted for thb ifij^ ih tbfe 
ofmiMd^ prefttrting the d&te cireubtion of'^, 
to an at)artm€tat %hk* 4tte krimer of ^*'J9i^ 
da offered 'to divide Wiih us; the rith pklA^ 
t^u^etge here aSimfinggood f&t^fdr fcnjttfi^ 
6es.' Our party consisted of a substitute* • fii^ 
pttc 'preeeding .eompanidti, who li^d' gon^ 'id 
Jtijuy^ tntk the additioa of Mr.'Seottj ftge^ 

• Mr. George IBrown. 



^ 
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--•v ' ;. '^ r) j'- . .•: . •- . ^A . "ii r'l iv- "'^*'' ''"W 

tfeman of etmnent ftmia*aiogickl AttlalfCneifits, of 
wbose wermsts I had atvailed mylsetf « to {iro^ 

• ''v'' .•■»%* 'i-'u "-. h ^ »' !* ' J • 'jj' ' '.! a^^'ill... 

ceed to Jrbtosi, and return with a sumdertt 
miviuier of nmiere to commence op^rftHons^ 



under the contract I had Jately cdnchioed Itt 



iucanian. 

kis -evening's Invduac lironght- iis b^er 
acquainted vitn each other than a ^onth'sr 



rehdoice in the dty would have don^. There 
n scHOdething far nioreappro3a]natiDgin>an inter'- 
ciourse ^nned without the appliances of social 
life, and where luxuries and refinement are want- 
ing, than tn the circles of fashion iind att. Hal^ 
an' hour in our present dr^uinsCances, wKs 
enotigh to convince Ine, that mj new fcflldW 
traveUer, Mr. Brown, was just s^h a man nn 
one. would lielect from a thousand. We taliced 
of England, and of friends and attachment^ 
in yarioui^ parts of London and the country, 
betweeh whom Iind ourselves the cbnvexity dX 
half a wof Id intervened, and to whom some of 
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/ . .1 . .. . ?^^ 

the constellations which glittered with iiOr 
equalled ((rillisncy over o^ h^ds, were nev^r 
▼isible. In cpnversation apd societj^Jthe hour? 
stolen from repose b^ieath the glorious canopy 
of such a fine climate could not be tedious. 7he 
very air thought us spirits, the cool air of th^ 
night, and we detailed and listened to. eaph 
other's conversation, and the favourite topics of 
each*— the distant frieods of ea^h other, ,our 
hopes^ and fears, and regrets-— with a . zest td 
which our nocturnal glasacoidd scarcelir add a 
stimulus. How ma^ificent was the place <^ 
our toast-giving, as, on the salubrious plaiiu of 
Tucuman, and on the threshold of the eternal 
Andes, we drank, Saturday night, ^* swe^earts 
and wives,^ " king, country, and^^rien^s r , We 

• > 

forgot not our Tucumaliese acquaintance in 
our romantic resting place. Around a large 
fire, the stars shining with astonishing beauty^ 
such as is never witnessed in our northern,- 
latitude, were our Gauchp retinue, enjoy^iig; 

# J. V ♦••-*--*« I • ^ t 
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to 

and ^ El Rif 4le fa^^etan^"* aath. hciiiaarnttr 
irtifrfbrtinn ; tkdir forn^ defijMd by. tb« Amf 
fi^Cy half flf deq> i^ wd jmIT* in d«ck> 

Sarely there is Bomeching in this qtbuto^thst: 
maketooeeBfOiy evpf^txiB/^ m\h ^I^^(44 r«U^.- 
Foot liQHn,fIe«^ in.Ui« cpeii /iir.ip, thvi W4y U 
moDe . le&^di}]^. than ^eigH ia,*^ot Eo^Ushv 
Deci» . .V . t 

It waS/ODe in the moia^^iifg befaire th^jptonest^ • • 
ing eaaY&rmAQti in which Wi^ arereei»gagp4(CPlK / 
eluded, and are became.as stiU » and. insen^sjihl^ Af • 
the plain sorcouading u$« Actfl to gi^up^iir^^^ 
did not need, pur , . t,. 



»<■! >i> I il» ■^»^4i». ril ^«i*<ia> 



Was airy light fiom pure digestion biedj^ 
And temperate vapours bland^ which th* only aound 
Of ^ves and foaming dUs, Atiroit*B flin, > 
Dghtly dispersed, and the shrill matin joog 
Of birds on every bough. 



' » » *■ i » 



The song of the birtds awoke us. A Tittle time 



• ■'■■ scSeserv; " "* - 25^-""-' 

diverfflfiedlMenery .as that presented this da^.^'^ 
It wail ■lik%"^b«i>t^ mmtig^^MkTi'^'i^ 4 
Vaii'Bikmm'iMM, «fbr^'(Mif'k#jr>'^fi^¥«i^«''' 

of a nobleman's park, though 'JiMl^dH^ 'W}1^'~' 
and unartificiii $> and to-this- {done, among 
s of art, will It admit of a comparison. 
This scen^Bjr, r'aaxdinvntdi ..auuiyiUtao^BipoB 
o'Ticucho,-^ Vrh^'W^'arritfed'' ■^^♦;''i« IjgtAg 
about thhtMil leagues from Tucuman. We here 
felt spmethiog.of that synsatio?i^of jq^^ni^encieLj ; 

VOL. I. s 
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of aodety and locality, which the King of the 
Beggars, Bamfylde Carew, preferred to the cere- 
monies of fashion, or the luxuries of the *^ flaunt- 
ing' town." In short we were full of the desire 
to be pleasant and pleased, and we consequently 
succeeded in realising our wishes — a result that 
would oftener follow the same precedent could 
we more generally establish it. 

Our position was an excellent one for the 
'* arrieros.^ It supplied three materials in 
abundance, cost free, which comprehended al- 
most all we needed — wood, water, and excellent 
grass. Oiir saddles and harness were speedily 
taken off the beasts ; they shook themselves, and 
gd.lIoping to the stream as to an old acquaintance, 
they drank and trotted back to the rich pasture, 
which they rolled on in luxurious enjoyment 
before they began to feed. For ourselves, a 
trunk served us for a table. We had plenty, 
not luxury, to spread upon it ; and agaii^ tjh^ 
gloriQ^^i night 9an)«;oa ^^ spangled wiA slurs/' 



CLIMATE. iS9 

and hours passed pleasantly away at our open 
ton, where no bell was heard^i waiter bowed, or 
grave landlord sent in a bill for us to adjust 
before departure. Commend me to these {feasant 
; Uvouacs, before all the inns in the worlds where 
the climate is matchless like this. 

The climate and temperature of Tucuman in 
July were much like those of our ApriL Tb# 
alternations of heat and cold raried as the polar 
winds more or less preraikd* The winter 
'^ temporalesy'^ or snow-storms on the mountaia^ 
their white tops showed at times to be unusually 
severe, and the cold blasts from these in addition 
often nrndered the use of a fire in the day not 
disagreeable to a native, though unnecessarf to 
an EngBsh constitution. .When I left die city 
j on the 20th of August^ the Inraiaerosy^^ the sub^ 
jstituies Sor a chinmey fire in this country, were 

9 Chafing dishes, used in South America, as in some parts 
(of Emope^ enclosed in a wicker basket, turned bottom up- 
( wardsy on which the ladies r^t their feet./ 

s 2 
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giving upy and the shawls: of the ladies, and 
the cloaks of the gentlemen, vere yielding place \ 
to lighter garmeiito. ^ 

According to Mt/Scott^ the level of the plain 
of Tucuman is very little aborethatof jthe pain- 
pas of Buenos Ayres. The barometer, on ihe 
Travesia of AtnbeTgasti, forty ^agueafrpiQ An- 
conc^iiiquay he informed me wte twenty-ime and 
a half/bdng>'iii!|idi the fianewith its indication 
at San Ysidro, five' leagues from Buenos Ayres. 
^he extr6ine elevation 'c(f the highest mountain :of 
Ancdnquiqua, namely^ the Nevadoof that radge,' 

• • • . - 

is 14,488 feet above the level of the sea- / 

Of animals df pre;^,and reptiles^ we met ..with 
none to molest lis ; besides'the jaguar' the alliga- 
toris spoken' of ; but I take it to be that innocent 
species' of lizard called' the guana : of venomous 
reptiles we neither saw lior heard of anyexist^ 
ing ; had these been common it is probable 
we should have met with something of the 
kind, having passed so much of our time in the 



« • ) 
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open air by day and night in the forests, by rlvtts 
and springs. The anta, armadiUcv, wild-cat, 
weaale, and animaU of a Jikekind, are %equen^ly 
met with. Bull-frogs (singing to^d?. ^s ^^^7 
call them) begin their music at night feUtb.cJbarm 
the endless variety of moor fowl in niar^bjf^qts ; 
while armies of tots Cover the, unci^ltiyat^d parts 
of the plains. As to the feathered tr^be, i n variety 
of species and beauty. qI plup^ige they are no 
where surpassed, and the. song of many of them 
is highly novel and piecing. 
' On the'^Sd we cont«Que4 our journey, the 
appearance of the country l)eing still the same. 
It was a land smiling ii^ tl^e.ppd^e of nature's 
beauty, and wanting only, the ha^d of man to 
n>ake it produce a hundred fold. Man, however, 
has no hold here where be may find such prolific 
returns ifor his labour; his voice is not heard 
where there exist boundless resources for his in> 
dnstry to. improve, and they seem made to perish 
almost without his casual observation. The 
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popfulatioik of this provinoe is nothiog to it« 
fertiHty and extent The scanty number of fau- 
van beings we encountered here and there on 
the roads,- complained of their poverty — and with 
reason, if the miserable character of their babita* 
tlcms were to be the criterion forjudging dT it, 
either exteniially, or by their internal meanness, 
and want of every thing approaching comfort. 

We arrived about dusk at the town of Tran- 
cas, which owes its origin to a considerable 
mountmn stream washing its walls. On oiir 
arrival we were waited upon by the governor 
and cabildo, and congratulated, after the cus- 
tom of persons travelling under the patronage 
of the supreme authorities. In consequence the 
governor offered us his sala for our nighf s ao- 
commodation. In return for this we gave a 
tertuUa the same evening, in compliment td his 
bdy and her friends. Our party being now 
pretty well versed in the manners and dances of 
the country, we figured tolerably well at the 



CHANGES Ol? OPINION. S6^ 

maitquiti^ and montenero, and the:.li<^r$ 
seemed to pass ayay pleasantly' ctpougb to tjjepe 
provincials. The total sum for mfdi^iDg tl]i§ tollf^ 

■ ' 

happy for an evening, adding ours^lvep, hm'ses, 
peons, entertainments, and breakfasts ^in the 
morning, in short every charge^ wa;^ eight dol- 
lars ! — " Blush, grandeur^ blush !" 

I was strpf^k with the, change produced Ijere 
arisinir from an observation of one of the mem- 
bers of the cabildo, an elderly man. He sajd (hisit 

( until lately an Englishman would pas^9 thropgh 
this town utterly disregarded, if he escaped 

•Jbeing molested, so great had been thcj l\atred of 
the people to foreigners^ which^ hatred ^was che^ 

i rished by the influence of the |riar» and godos. 
In the morning the .governor afcompan^d us to 
the spot by the river side,.wbere at the head of a 
guard he met and shot the ex-govempr of Tucu- 
WSLTi, Don Barnaby ^raoz, giving him only time 
to confess himself. He spoke of the action aA 
laudable, inasmuch as he had disposed of another 
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-ijfk'Mti T T0JBL questioii IwhediBr it was not alore 

(iS^ltommi wi|htj^.ice.lo hMrei bvougbt bim lio 

trial first, he replied, that the deliBM|tt€nt maatoo 

. idfngtrokiMi. porspii to .eoubt a nonent He was, 

^ffi^im^i A. pest ot.miachiei'^m man of sudi 

}g$o\t^0ad, j^stturoeti,. that/ had Jbe ireaeh^ T41- 

.fiWWill, bia^pr^flence would ha&B be»'the mgasi 

^fim ^] icq^n^oDemhltioiit. . He: had eauaed the 

^j^oiif^^r^smmiofi^m^ppahBAy^ and more 

^ Am a^i^Hli^ :H^h.%efl. A& his woidd not atone 

for t)ie j[M4..t)e M, sM. He offered 3000 

dfidlars U^ preserve ^i^ life ; but he wa& told if he 

oSffre4. }QJO^*^ ^oi]J4 be in vab* Upon this 

b^ m^de up h^$ (WkI. tp me^t bis fate b^dly, and 

be acted v^p to his resolution. His Ust act 

.yy^s jLo smoke^ a paper cigar^ from which, when 

jj^farly . consumed 9 he coolly knocked the a^es 

vw|th h^ fipger, philosophically saying, '^ Human 

^;^i§tf9^qjs; batA3 these aabes !" and then un- 

dauntedly submitted to his doom» 

V. Tbei^e,. are. coiasi^r^blc sand hills about 

Trancas, very barren in appearance, but the 



Wley itsetf k riehi and fertiki, • Thdt plaM has 
but a scanty* popnJation, pethA^s- ^^ktmdt^ 
boasee inluifait^. • .. -^ 

OdHhe £8d of August weVom86ed>the'BtQ/ 
Tda^^ thebonndary id the two provineee^^ The 
rdad fromTpanoas wa» covered^iivith 'fiand^'' but 
it was better tbM on the other ) side tdwlards 
TuOQiMD. . The'^douQ^jry frm&benoi^ all the way 
tO'Salta is Srerf slightly spriAkled. wi^ pkypcila- 
/ tioUy and many tibings' are' not'td'bef^Foi^red 
on the road,' or fofr abore fifty-six 'leagues 
•Oar route lay through a jungle, unbleat with 
one human conn tenancey' even of the most abject 
description. We could get m hstelligetice as to 
' the cause of a deficiency of water* we ob- 
served .in the bed of the Bio Tala ;' we con- 
jectured, that the water had fot^ced a new pas- 
fiajge for itself elsewhere, for. the mountain tor- 
• Tents are great, and this once formidable river 
we found a mere brook. 

In the neighbourhood of the Tala w^ ob- 
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• » 

served many alkaline plantSy and oonnderable 
saline incrastadons. We ni^iected, therefore,' 
that the water might be salt, but on trying it 

we found it fresh and pure. The natives of 

> I * ' ■ 

the neighbourhood, such as they are, have not 
troubled themselves to examine beneath the 
surface, where I have no doubt there are beds 
of salt in depont, a valuaUe accessiiMi to the 
natural wealth of the country, yet unexplored. 
After travelling thirte^ leagues, we reached 
the Estanda of a gentleman who had cut a 
figure in the revolution, a great and sincere 
patriot, although an old Spaniard* Here, at 
the recommendation of Dr. Redhead, of Salta^ 
we were, most kindly received. The name of 
the Doctor*s friend was Don Domingo Puche,* 
and we were indeed much beholden to his hospi- 
tality. It would have been sufficient, however, 
had he known we were Englishmen, for no 
other introduction is necessary under the roof 
of this venerable Biscayan, as the following 
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tneodote, which I heard of bim^ satisfactorily 
proves. 

Two or three natives of Great Britain were 

t 

passing on the road to Potosi, but a short time 
before I arrived at Don Pucbe's residence, who 
chanced to mistake his bouse for one of accom* 
modation for traveUers, and they made very 
free with the excellent cheer it afforded, as they 
of course expected to pay for what they got ; 
in sIkhI they treated the place as they would a 
country inn at home* They called for the best 
of every thing, and invited their host to par<- 
lake of the banquet The next morning they 
expected their bill, when the old patriot Bis- 
cayan informed them that his house was not a 
pulpero^ that they were mistaken in the charac- 
ter of the place at which they had taken up their 
quarters, and far from receiving any thing from 
them, he sent them forward towards Salta, gratis, 
with his own horses. 

Oar host was father-in-law to the celebrated 



Cnepey::^ • ^uepif s^, the' brave defender of Salta 

' * ■ ■ ■ i 1 1 1 f 

ftg^^s^titJiQ royajipt forces of Upper Peru. The 
de^b of that brave officer, and about tte same 
.,Ujfi^e,^f^ Jogs, of his wife, who was much en- 
.4^ff^i^^hi|P^,^ well as to t^e country rounds 
g^y^ ,'f Taeh(Vic^p\y, . turn to Don Puche'^s 
di^|>Q4];iap^ vi[biq^ is deeply lamented by his 
frif ihJ^ s^fd reftainers^ who tremble for the result. 
£i(c;ept ;^b^n £Mr(^sed or excited by some cir- 
cuips^nce^ such as our arrival, which, in his 
isc^ated Aeig^boiu'bpod, wais an event of impor- 
tance^ be se^iQS in a degree lost to those about 
hini^ h}B domestic establishment and his large 
agnpultural and* other concerns experiencing 
mateiial neglect. 

Om; fare at the hospitable table of Don Do- 

' • ' . ■ 
mingo Puche piay be worth noting. It was 

^^ — '• ■ ' - '■ 

eibuodant, and' among other good things there ^ 

wa3 ^ dish of the armadillo, than which nothing'. 

. , cp^ld; b^ ^f?f^ 4ch and savoury eating. We had I 

.^:,jp;^qu^x^ly ob^^ped tl^ese mailed rats running \ 
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■about the country ;' but, as is'ili'e*'case ^ffif^e 
|Biscachos, from being too abuhdaht"TOe'|feites 
; and persons of tWt class set no !varae^'tSpOTi 
themy Hence it was that w4 missect'xher^tiA&t 
delicious' kina oif diet tii ifc^ iiffe*^'^ithfj'M-^e 
road in this part of' SoutB 'Aiii^rfca'/ (. FrcAi^ Ae 
I mode, however, of making the^' aiift*!sltiS>'i\4il- 
'able for food, we were pleased '^tli^ ifeft fciot 
before come in our way! "Not ildermin in' our 
appetites, of the whipping a pig tD"d&thi en- 
larging a goose's liver ^ fe pe^^ord; or of 

frying fish alive, after the '6ockrie^ mode for a 

* • ' ■ • 

Sunday's dinner, we were, are,' sttideVei^ "iShall 

«... 

. be guiltless — a lobster's lingering agony we 
yrould spare, and we are vulgar enrough to con- 
fess we could not distinguish the difference 
\ between the animal put out of pain art once, and 
th& inquisition \ old high-treason-like' method. of 
inflicting as much agony as possible iri af given 
timCj under the imaginary notion of iitiprdving 
the taste of a dish. The unfortunate atmiddillo, 



• •' 
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aa is wdl knoim to luituralistB, rolls himself info 
abaH withm his armour, which no knife will 
peoetraie. In form like the common woodlouse, 
but of ^urse an animal in size, and adopting 

< 

the same mode oi defence as the hedgehog, 
wiAoQt his formidable spines, he renuons 
immovable, and thus baffles his foes. ( Men , 
alone have a cruel stratagem in reserve for him. \ 
He IS placed, armour and all, upon the fire, his ' 
armour forming the dish in which he is roasted 
alive, a martyr to a bipeJs appetite. 

On the S-lth we parted from Don Domingo, 
who refused all remuneration for the bustle and 
trouble be had been put to on our account. I 
say bustle, because during the conversation of 
the previous evening with the ladies of the 
bouse, a violent serecon drew our attention, and 
on going to the spot whence it proceeded, with 
a candle, we were surprised to find our mi- 
neralogist had strayed into an adjoining room 
in the dark, and frightened an old grandam 
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negress, ivho lay there almost Jty*;Qf^tJiiog. ber 
last, out of the little life shf h^d r^^iiaijaing, in 
her. This woman waf( an q14 9^ .faitbf v4t 4ot 
mestic, who had had the,,apaj:tiqe]^t .^li^t^ 
her topa$%8 her last years in^ aad Rial^^ h^,^suc0 
with Heaven, a kindness ^apx)Q^ ^wards sla^v^s 
among the people h^e, Wegf^y^e ourfiie»d 
a recommendation not in future to cfaxy QU^ 
agientific researches in the dark. 

Our next day's jpumey lay tl^rough ^ inellpw 
OMintry, with an abundaiKe of intersecting 
streams. The forests seemed to increase in 
extent and luxuriapce of growth^ as they di^ 
near Tucuman, whenever we touched upon tb^ 
commencement of the mouiiUtin asK^nts : a siivp 
gular circumstance when th^ plains appeared so 
much better fitted by depth and richness of soil 
to nourish them more effectively. The timber up 
the mountain sides, as far as what may be styled 
the herbaceous limits, or where tre^s usually 
eease to grow, Don Domingo informed us, was 
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mlmgtmaAmBntml had aeennearTueuiiittB, 
We poilidi twdve leagues^ and put up for die 
n^M^ after cnMsiiig the Rio Roaario, which is 
smaUy rapid, and. stony, M the Estancia Metan. 
The itinds were not very good in this day^s 
nmte, and a ccmtinued aseent and descent. 

This Estancia was owned by Don Ignacto 
Serra, and he treated us with kindness and 
attention. We bargained for hollies here for 
the remainder ot our journey to Salta, about 
fifty leagues distance. On our leaving the 
vehicle our head peon informed us that the ex- 
cellent Bon Domingo had slyly stowed away in 
the carriage a large cheese, a quantity of excel- 
lent charque, a ham, and some sweetmeats. 
This is a proof of his hospitality and goodness 
of heart to British strangers. The cheese was 
as large as one of our Cheshire cheeses, and in 
flavour and quality resembled Stilton ; the ham 
was fine but not cured as well as a Yorkshire. 
We also found a stone bottle of milk, another 



SUPEBIO&ITY OF BU€A^ifAV8. Sll9t 

boiicealdd gift fiasni tUsikb^ S|«di«idviKti«s{ 
truly loved to do good \)f stksiih^ \mt*ik^mii 
changed itself. nloiost io buttear fnwii tb&jnotJKiiP^ 
of tbeearriage^ ., . . a 

TbesiQrvants(^^e«flMuaciai| diipendDi^^ipffll 
their lord fpr §^hsis4;^^Qet ore .tbe:mQ^K<^ll^^fH^i 
and happy o^ t^ia ioh^j^t^ of .^^ ^W^Vy 
It is Qot. a little .reiuarkal^^t^ ^t^Wjter#i^*^ 
the old Spapiar^ w^ois.aimpst iiwaria||)lyttl^. 
Biscay an^ or ScQichmw^ of %i|aii)» ha&i^q^lfive^ . 
(by suppleness oj^po}itipal ipon^uct, pr fi^jcoD*,. 
viction of. supporting the right, Q^iis^),gtQ>auit , 
his politics to the .ohajipg^ of . qtfcui¥}9ti^%cfi^, 
brought about by the revolution^ a ^f^^ ^ 
order and comfort reigns arc^nd and. b^Iav 
him, totally at variance with tb^ habit§ of th^ 
proprietors and people of the est^te^, .which 
have been carved out fpr the possessors by Hj^ 
late political changes or by the sword. . 

On the ,.S5th the morning dawned cfa^lTr 
fully,, and we availed oyrselyes of the. offer pf ,a? 
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couple <^ his nags from our faost, which aSbrded 
two ci our number a little change in die mode 
<^ traTelling, as well as ^erase. Our road, 
nearly the whole waj^ lay through a mmantic 
wood) about six leagues in extent. We passed 
the Rio Conchas. The scenery was moun* 
tainous around us. Bef<M*e teaching Las Piedras 
we crossed the river of that name, which rolls 
over a slony bed. The riv^s here are small, and, 
excepting at particular seasons, easily crossed. 
We stopped at the post-house of Piedritas. This 
house is much the same in character as the 
others on the route ; it is situated on an eminence 
overlooking the rivelr, and a cross is erected just 
by, to the memory of a young gentleman of 
Salta, called Nadal, who lost his fife in fording 
it. I understood he was swept away by the 
toHing down of cme of the pondefdus sttmes 
which the torrent when swollen, drove befibre it^ 
rushiag, as all die streams do here, from the 
ttiountians, with tiBrtific violence. It is like 
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the opening of a mighty flood-gale ; if a footing 

be once lost ip the ri^id when crossings thera 

is little chance of salvatifm for the traveller* 

The river boils, and foams, and rages on 

between masses of rock, eairied down by floods 

from the mountains, and se^ns to get more 

angfy as it proceeds. The dashing water» the 

solitary post, tuod the commemorative cross, im^ 

pnessed me with a mdancholy which seemed to 

belong exclusively to this site and the surround- 

iagscenery. 

The country was very similar in diaracter to 

what we had bdTore seen, on leaving Piedritas 

upon the jnoming €S the $t6th. The mountains, 

whidi Sdre -of a blue^ daty, ar^Uaceous cast, 

seemed to increase in devadan as we proceeded, 

• \ 
and to be hdf in time heavens. (For twenty-^K 

j leagues fr<m Piedritos(Bot a peofiled habitation 

j is to be aeenV) The traveller, tberelbre, must 

take care to provide hinaself with neoessatws 

Iwre. For eighteen leagues the road is very^ 
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ImmI, patting amid hills, alwajrs asoendiiig and 
descending. Four leagues from Piedritas there 
is a fonaken dwelling, which travellas may 
occupy. We forded the rivers Blanco and 
Pa ssages ; the latter is about two hundred feet 
wide ; when the waters are low it is shallow and 
easy to pass. It is necessary to take waterfixm 
this river, as for the next flfkeen leagues none 
is to be obtained. The character of all these 
mountain torrents is very similar, and they all 
of them pour their tributary offerings into the 
copious Parana. 

This day we proceeded sixteen leagues, and 
lodged at night in the open air by a huge 
blazing fire, in what they style here a desert, 
because distant from the rivers before-men- 
tioned, though it is, what any where else would ^ 
be called a luxuriant country, bdng covered 
with wood, and the soil a rich yellow clay, in 
which water might easily be obtained by dig- \ 
ging; this is an operation, however, which the 
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J natives have no idea of troubling themselves with* 
The next day we started in the grey of the 
morning, and reached Cobos to breakfast, 
which is nine or ten leagues from Salta. It 
is a wretched place, with only six or seven 
houses as miserable as their inmates. The road 
from Cobos to within three leagues of Salta is 
very bad, and rough, from ruts and loose stones, 
with many small hills to ascend and go down. 
After travelling seven leagues we/reached La* 
gunillas, a post-house^ so called from its situa- 
tion between two lakes, on which we observed 
; an immense quantity of wild fowl. Here we 
got pretty good accommodation, and were visited 
. in the evening by a group of females from a 
'village, who entertained us with singing and 

guitar playing. • 

The owner of this property, consisting of 
more than a thousand acres, said he would dis- 
pose of it for a few hundred dollars. It 
seemed well stocked, especially with sheep and 
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goats. The gambling difipontion of the peoffie 
always keeps them in a state of iudigenee^ and 
they are without a smgle doUar in store for a 
rwiy day. The ntuation of this post, with its 
ricinity to Salta, on a fine plam, ran^ng up to 
the highlands, offers an opportunity to any 
industrious Englishman with a small capital to 
make a handsome fortune in a few years. 
Its easy distance from the city, romantic 
situation, and general capabilities for the es- 
tablishment of an inn or tea garden, upon the 
Britirii plan, warrant such a conclusion. 

The road from Lagunillas to Salta is along the 
base of a range of eminences, clothed to the 
Tery tops with trees of endless variety. The 
summits, more particularly, appeared from below i 
to be crowned with white roses. It cost us some I 
considerable time and trouble to force a passage 
to the elevation whereon these magnificent flowers 
were growing; wh^i^ instead of roses, wedisco« 
vered them to be so many immense flowers or 
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balls of the mountain cotton tre^ This tree is 
called by the natives, the " Yuchan/^ also 
" Algadon del monte," /'and the produce is used 
for stuffing their pillows, couches, &c. In size 
the flower of the mountain cotton tree is at 
' least six times that of the real cotton shrub. 
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Arrival at Salta — The monopoUiU—Mitmg propotilumt— 
Monument near Salla— Debate in the Sala—Retiffotu 
imamnfry — Madame OUnata — General Olenala — Bie 
death — Certificate of an old Spaniard retpectiag lie 
Fepulation-- Poptilation of Salla— Prodvctt of the 
Prommx—Tra^e—Gimaie—TAe Minert, and itate of 
lie Jlfnwf — Xeceitity qf fore^a md to recover lie 
Comtrt/. 

We found on our arrival a house in Salta 
prepared for our reception ^at the instance of 
Dr. Bedhead, a fellow countryman, resident 
there. After our introduction to this gentleman, 
and after partaking of an excellent breakfast, 
prepared for us in the charming family <^ 
Garrucbaga, we Tinted the individuals to whom 
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waited upon the governor cui interim. General 
Aranoles, the governor in chief, being absent on 
an excursion to Tarija, the frontier town of the 
province, where he was endeavouring to make up 
some disagreements which had occurred among 
the people, a chasseur was sent off to him with 
the news of our arrival. 

On the S9th, we were 'occupied in receiving 
company, and conferring with Dr. Redhead 
upon the object of my mission. The mono- 
polists, to which body I have before alluded, 
had been endeavouring to secure this province 
to themselves, by means of an exclusive pri- 
vilege, upon the plan of that of Famatina. The 
previous arrival of my advices, and the sugges- 
tions of Dr. Redhead, operated to make the 
government delay the proceedings for this grant, 
io order that the pretensions of the various com- 
petitors might be fairly examined and settled in 
the sala. Among other visitors this day, Don 
Theodore Bustamente, the provisional governor, 
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honoured us with hi» letum call, as did Mdjor 
Aranales, the governor's sou. 

On the 30th, many of the members ot the 
sala and cabildo, vidted us. I entered upon 
business also with IKm Moriano Gainza, a per* 
son whom I had secured as agent while pass- 
ing through Cordova on his way to Attacama. 
I had commissioned him, in order not to lose 
time, to contract for the celebrated rnine^ of 
Huantajaya, one of the principal objects of my 
mission. He gave me satisfactory documents of 
this negociation, which aftewards became nuga- 
tory, from a previous promise of the mines to 
another paity, which party had at length con- 
tracted to work them. His demand for expences 
was one hundred and thirty-four dollars. Thus 
the hopes of the company, for which I acted, 
terminated in that quarter at a much less ex- 
pense than they could have done had any other 
mode of proceeding been adopted. The prin- 
cipal exipence incurred, was fox his charges 
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after his arrival at Tajrapa£o» for bis muks to 
Huantajaya. 

On the 31st, I found, from conferences with se- 
veral members of thesala, that the people of Salta 
took a lively interest in the questi(»i on which I 
came, and they were much pleased at the idea 
of opening their eountry to foreigners. They 
debated on the most effective measure for their 
encouragement, namely, the annulling all exist- 
ing impediments arising out of the old laws — 
ordmcmza de mineria. These were chiefly the 
royal dues of Quinto y Cobo, eleven and a half 
percent, others of four per cent, and also duties 
of export amounting to nearly one third of the 
produce of the mines. It was proposed to invite 
emigration from Great Britain, by grants of 
territory to any omipany which should fairly 
establish itself in the province. This day. 
Major Aranales called, with a letter, expressing 
his father's regret at being unavoidably absent 
at the ]^riod of our arrival. In, the evening 
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we pud our respects to the ladies Aranales, and 
to those of other families of respectability in the 
city. 

September 1st. I called upon Colonel Dorego 
the agent of the Buenos Ayrcs speculators, and 
also upon Don Jose Torres. I found that the 
pretensions of these gentlemen were supported 
by some persons of considerable influence, who 
interested themselves as shareholders in mining 
speculations. Circulars or agents were sent all 
over the country, to secure mines for this party, 
and it was evident that an organized system of 
monopoly was extending itself in every direction. 
To overcome this effectually was no easy task, 
or even to neutralize it. These jspeculators, 
if successful, would soon put an end to the 
mining interest of the British companies ; for it 
is obvious, that having secured all the mines, 
simply for the purpose of re-selling them at any 
profit they might choose to aflix, an end must 
be put to the working them by British capital ; 
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thus the country could not be benefited, for the 
mines would remain idle. On the follow- 
ing day, therefore, availing myself of Dr. Red- 
^ head^s co-operation^ I had an interview with the 
i governor, who requested information as to the 
:' objects of my mission, as far as respected the 
' province of Salta. I told him, that I repre- 
tonted a company with a capital of a million^ the 
I views of which were directed more immediately 
to Chili and Peru. I said I had no decided in- 
structions with respect to the United Provinces, 
but I entertained no doubt, that so fair a field 
for the employment of the large funds at the 
company^s disposal, would not be rejected by 
it ; especially if coupled with other advantages, 
such as those which the government seemed 
disposed to offer, as an encouragement to simi- 
lar undertakings. The governor then urged 
me to make an immediate tender of such pro- 
positions, as I deemed essential to the interests 
of my company. To this I promised to accede, 
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«8 Boon as the qumion pending in the sala, 
todphing the admisskm <»r rejection of varioas 
ooinpetitors for exclusive mining priyilegea, 
should be promulgated ; until then it would of 
course be useless. 

Don Theodore Bustamente observed, that 
every individual in the country, of the least 
intelUgenoe, must be aware '^ how importaiit^ 
(" i ndi spe n sable,^ exclaimed Dr. Redhead, in- 
terrupting inm,) to the welfare and future 
pfospects of the country, the aid of foreign* 
ers was. They would supply funds for pnv 
moting tiie arts, reviving the trade, and even 
kicreming the population <^ the ptDvinee, in short 
efwy thing. <^ There is amcmgst us,^ added the 
gvfemur, ^ too much national spirit and good 
aenae, to pemnt this fine country to be pot up 
Cor a swnn of money to the highest Indder. We 
Jook to the energies -md mighty rescraroes tif 
€kmt Britain to netrieve oar affairs ; finr the 
motodi advvnta)^ of bodh countries. Thisdbject 
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will be best secured by a union of interests, ssnd 
by the establishment of real and not speculative 
associations.^ 

In consequence of the foregoing coBTersation, 
I arranged some heads of propositions with Dr. 
Redhead, in case the monopolists should be 
defeated in the sala, the debate on the subject 
hmng fixed for the Sih of September* 

I nesa wrote to General Miller^ my old ac- 
quaintance, and now governor of Potosi, and 
iiif(»rmed him of my arrival at Salta on raj 
way thither, and also of the views of the com- 
pany as respected mining operations in Peru. 
By this step I hc^ied to arrest the progress of 
the monopolists in that direction. 

On Sunday, the 4th of September, I attended 
the Misa de <3-racia, and afterwards went about 
a league from the town, with Dr. Redhead and 
Mr. Brown, to see the mo&vment erected on the 
^n of Saflta to CdMaemorate the defeat lof 
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the Spanidi generals, Groyeneche and Tristan, 
in 1812. 

This monument is built of burnt brick, like 
tbe houses of the town of Salta. There is no in- 
scription, for the South Americans are not given 
to monum^tal inscriptions, even upon tomb- 
stooes, either from deficiency in literary know- 
ledge or want of artists. Indeed, except in Buaios 
Ayres, there is not a soUyry tombstone to be 
met with any where. No hewn stone is to 
be seen in the whole province of Salta. Brick 
is used on account of the heavy rains, which, 
during the season, would wash away '' adobe,^ 
or mud-built dwellings, such as are found in 
other provinces. 

On the 5th, being tha day appointed for. the 
discussion in the sala on the question of ex- 
clusive privilege, I attended the debate. The 
propositions of various agents were read, and 
the merits of the different offers discussed. The 
members of the sala, who were really desirous 
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of ocmsulting th0 public welfare, and yet urged: 
to support their friends, r.were placed in aii 
awkward dilemma. A<^Qllision of opinions 
took place fatal to all. The unbiassed ntem- 
bers advocated open competition: against those 
who were governed by interest, and the latter 
offered to divide the province and settle the 
question that way. At this juncture, Dr. Red- 
head .delivered a tSS(^ from myself addressed 
to the sala, which occasioned an adjournment 
and the final overthrow of the views of the mo- 
nopolists in Salta. i 

I was waited upon about this time by an 
individual who M^as known to possess consider-: 
able weight in Salta, and who offered me 
a share in the good things which some o( the! 
monopolists had procured. I declined any such' 
offer, on the ground of my instructions hot 
being to purchase mines, but to work them at a 
per centage. These monopolists pretended they 
had expended large sums of money in exploring 
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and *^ denouncing'^ mines^ and expected 80 at 
lOO/KX) dollars for a right which did not cost 
them a thousand. I saw through all this arufiee 
of the Buenos Ayrian speculators. I admitted 
the richness of the samples of ore produced, but 
stopped further o£^rs by utging my want of 
authority. 

'On the 9th of September I was prevented ' 
from attending to business on account of its l 
being the f^tepf J^ttesira SeMora, or ^'^urLady.**^ 
This was a ridiculous piece of idlenessnn com- 
memoration of a miracle performed by the lady/ 

patroness of Salta, who, during the shock of an \^ 

I 

earthquake, about a century and a half ago, J 

•A 

(earthquakes are not common here) ^descended 
in the most obliging way from her niche in the | 
cathedral, and approaching the altar, interposed / 
in behalf of the inhabitants, and delivered them I 
from all danger. For this piece of service the \ 
people of Salta are placed annually under a 
contribution of nine days " functiones," or 
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thanksgivings. The men laugh at the mum^ 
Ijaery, but the women still pretend to have 
futh in this andetit miracle. The chief day of 
thailksgiving was on the llth, when the ca^ 
thedral was so filled with the crowds that 
prostrated thetnselves in gratitude for tHe 
^enoi'a's marvellous goodness, that I could 
/scarcely squeeze myself iiito standing room 

f ' ' • « • 

>. beneath the portico of the great entrance* ^ 
Again I could not help noticing the apparently 
sincere religious feeling of the women of all 
iranks> which this idolatrous exhibition bad 
summoned together, especially if contrasted 
with the conduct of our sex on the same oc-^ 
casion. The men, except the aged, who had 
imbibed little perhaps of modem innovation, 
and grown into years, ^th their belief and con- 
duct strengthened by the remembrance of youth- 
ful associations, were evidently insincere on the 
occasion, at least as much so as I had observed 
the Cordoveses of our sex to be. They seemed 
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present simply to afford their countenance to 
the ceremony, with the same indifference that 
one man shakes hands with another, of whom 
he knows, little and cares less. This want of 
feeling is not to be wondered at. It is a matter 
of astonishment, not less than regret, to see In? 
telligent beings — ^really superior men as to mind, 
mingling with the ignorant vulgar in superstition, 
before a glittering tawdry image, the most ridi- 
culous of all things to which to address suppli- 
cations. /Now the spangled image is elevated 
in the church ; now taken out an airing, with 
an infant, doll in her arms, a glory of gems 
about its head. Our lady of Salta thus awes 
some of the finest forms and sweete$t faces in 
the world ; stops the current of business, en- 
couraging laziness, and puts the people under 
a long devotional contribution, relieved, how- 
ever, between the acts of the farce, by balls and 
sly diversions, permitted by the artful priests, to 
make the whole palatable. 
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t 

During these holidays, I should have suffered 
much from ennui, but I accepted an offer of. 
accompanying a friend into the country. 

On the 15th, in company with Dr. Redhead, 
I opened a negociation with the widow of the 
late General Olaiieta, for the mineral rights 
of Cheromo near Tupiza, with every prospect 
of success, and began' preparations for jourdey- 
ing to Jujuy. I examined a troop of itiules, 
and selected the requisite number for my journey, 
to Potoffl, and thence to Arica. The carriage 
I left at Salta with Dr. Redhead, as we weie 
now to go over roads scarcely passable for 
mules. The price of mules, was from eleven. 
to thirty-four dollars each, according to their 
understood qualities, as carga and saddle mules. 
The mules of San Juan are accounted the best, 
being bred among the mountains, and conse-^ 
quently more hardy. Some of the San Juan 
mules fetch from one hundred to three hundred 
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doUarsy when veiy superior iir eaae of pAoe> sta* 
mina, and beauty. 

On Sunday, September 18th, I took n^y kave 
of my friends in Salta. Several of the mem- 
bers of the sala, the governor, and others seemed 
surprised at my sudden departure, as they 
deemed it ^ but I told them it was the English 
hiibit to effsct businc^ with promptitude, and 
that time with me was of too great importance 
to lose BXky* My adieu to l^adame Olafieta I 
shall not forget. She was about thirty years 
of age, with features handsome rather than 
beautiful, great elegance of form, and the most 
captivating graces of manner, for which indeed 
the ladies of Salta are remarkable. These 
qualities in Madame OlaSeta were heightened 
by an air of dejection in her countenance, cor- 
responding with the widow^s weeds which she 
wore, and with her present circumstances. SoU* 
tude had increased the melancholy of her feel- 
ings, and yet her natural sweetness and kind- 
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qess of heart were visiUe throu^ all. She re- 
minded me of a £air flower that had been re- 
moved from the sunshine to the shade ; its 
colours saddened, yet its heauty and odour still 
UBchangpd, while its situation out of its place 
renders it an object of more than usual interest:. 
The hero of Ayacueho, Greneral Suore, had 
carefully protected this lady fh»n the eSiects of 
the anarchy and confusion consequent upon the 
downfall of her husband in the affair of Sinrraur. 
las near Tupiza, when he fell in a revolt of his 
own tnx^s. She possesses great courage, but 
not enough to trespass upon those . femimne 
accomplishmients and graces for which she is 
so distinguishable. She is well bred, affable, 
and engaging in manner, qualities intermingled 
with her dejection, that lay instantaneous 
hold on the fedings of ^those who see her 
for tlie first time, which it seems dijfficult to 
overeooie. 
The adherence of Olafieta to the cause of 
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Fcrdiimiid, wliicb termiiiatecl but with his Ute, 
M spoken of bj his foes in terms of admiration 
tiuly honourable to his memory. Unfbrtu-' 
aatdy fab uaMoe is tamisbed, like that of lif orillo 
mid others of the obmmaoders o£ the trocjps of 
M Spain, with acts of aggression and cruelty 
that disgraced the royal cause. The lofty 
Mfimi of Madame OlaSeta consoled her hus- 
band to the last moment of lifel She attended 
hhn in lus successes^ and was a ministering 
angd in his adversity. Some appear to hope 
that *^ Ferdinand the Beloved" will not be 
unmindful of her losses and those of her chil- 
dren, for in his cause nearly their all is con- 
sumed. ^ Alas ! how shadowy is hope from such 
a quarter ! 

I will just add here, that Don Pedro Antonio 
de OlaSeta was bom June 29th 1777, in 
Elgueta, in the province of Biscay. He 
went to South America at twelve years of 
age, and entered the army as a commander of 



MEMOIR OF OLANSTA. iS97 

riflemen, under Greneral Goyeneche. His ifite- 
rest and resources, as chief proprietor of the 
rich mine of Cheromo, made his co-operation of 
importance to the king's cause. He distm- 
guished himself in the a£Fair of Ayouma under 
the late vice king Pezuela, then general4n-diief . 
He was promoted to a colonelcy, and siibse- 
quendy tobeabrigadier-gen««l, for his conduct 
at Wiloma, near Cochabamba, in defeating the 
last attempt of the Fortenos or Buenos Ayreans 
to subdue Upper Peru. After the battle of 
Ayacucho, he seems to have acted with great 
uiicertainty, which terminated in his death. At 
one time he opened a correspondence with Ge- 
neral Sucre, and had an opportunity of saving 
himself and his property, through the generosdty 
of that distinguished patriot officer, nor would 
he have compromised his honour in so acting, or 
injured his master's cause^ which was become ut- 
terly hopeless. Independently of Sucre*s army, 
a considerable force was advancing upon him 
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from Salta, and other partsof the united provm- 
oed: nor oan there be any other reason assigned 
for his conduct except that, old Spaniard like, 
he cwceived a miracle would extricate hlm^ or 
that, at lasty he might fall back and capitu- 
late upcn honourable terms with Greneral Axa^ 
nales^ at Salta. His troops, howeTO", vieired 
the affidr in a different light, Thej saw not a 
hope was left ; and the seccmd in command, Co* 
lonel Medina Cceli^ after a vain remcmistiancse, 
turned his arms against his generaL QIaEeta, 
with a few faithful followers, fought to die 
last, and being wounded about four o^clock in 
the afternoon of the 80th of March, died at five 
the following morning. With him peridied the 
hcge% of the Godos in Upper Peru. 

Before proceeding with my journal or narTa-* 
tive, or one or both, I wiK just recmrd what I 
remember of the province of Salta, of which 
Tarija is reckoned the noartheni frontier, and 
Tucuman the southern. Its lei^h maj be 
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about one hundred and thirty ^eaguea* Its 
breadth has never been determined^ All that the 
people of Salta know is that the Bio VermcjjQ 
ia their natural eastern, and Atacama their ahnost 
trackless western boundary. 

The geographical position of Salta, und^ th^ 
parallels of twenty and twenty<^five degrees of 
south latitude, with its <)entre cutting the meri^ 
dian of sixty-four west longitude^ is naturally 
plaeed in the lap of exuberant nature. No ade^ 
quate idea can be formed of the variety of 
the soil and climate of this province, without due 
reference to the different elevations of its varied 
regions. It comprehends all from the dimate of 
perpetual inow to that &£ tropical warmth. No« 
thing can be more enoneous than the notions 
formed about the degree of heat to be sustained in 
a ootmtry like this, where it is nQt at all unifbnu^ 
but dependant upon site. A short journey will 
afford any given temperature that can be desired 
by the ^tler. In plinns on the aea leviel the 
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' ^Uer may live in a temperature of eighty or 
xnnetjf x)r he may choose any milder level of 
tftble land or lofty plains, from fifty to sixty or 
aeyenty of Fahrenheit. He may take up his 
rei^idenceon slopes of mountains, where Lapland 
winter dwells, and see the produce of all tempe- 
ratures, Jiying below him— 'tropical, temperate^ 
or ^gid. 

It was the policy o£^e old Spaniard&)to make ^^ 
(he fertile and salubrious districts subservient to 
the wants of the sterile and mineral ones. It is. 
worthy of remark, that in all their trans-atlantic 
possessions, they, like the Chinese, pretended | 
that a most extraordinary degree of population, j 
beyond the truth, existed, and they did this 
firom the same motives as the Chinese, without 
doubt, namely, to deter foreigners from encroach- 
ing (vi et armis) upon their possessions. Hence 
arises the surprise of the traveller, at the discre-. . 
pancy of his oi^n and their statements, and the ' 
detection of the fictions they once employed, A ; 
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population of 250,000 Indians, tod 120,000 
whites, was assigned to Buenos Ayres, whicKhas 
I been lately shown to be in the aggregate Triit 
1 163,000, according to SeSor ^iiez. A siniitar 
reduction may therefore be made from their es- 
; timates of all the provinces. - fTbiis the 6ld 
! Spanish estimate gives Salta a pd^ulation)of 
50,000 souls, /which Senor ]S\^^2 has reduced 
i to 40,000, viz; from 8 to 10,000 to the city of 
Salta and its suburbs]) This loose computation 
of Nunez differing a fifth part, reminds me of 
the goatherd, who sud his flock was eight hun- 
dred or a thousand, but ^' quien sabe^ which of 
the two sums was correct. Now, I had it from 
very good authority that the city contains 
not quite 7,000, Jujuy S,500, and ten other 
minor places, rather hamlets than towns, about 
400 souls each. It must be observed, however, 
that the Spanish settlements upon the eastern 
frontier, now left in the undisturbed enjoyment 
of the Matacas, and other Indiian tribes, have 
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dwindled into nothing since the old census wai^ 
made. Still is a di£Perence of three-fourths tb 
be accounted for, or that between 14,fi00 and 
40,000. It cannot be ascribed to their long 
fifteen years struggle for independence alone; 
the truth is» [that the total nerer approached the 
amount which the old Spaniards gdte out to the 
world. 

. On the other Ada of the question, the follow^ 
ing may account for a diminution of popula- 
tion. Salta, until very lately, if not still, is in- 
debted to the southern provinces of the union, 
for articles of the comtn<»iest necessity, though 
abounding with the same productions. Pos- 
sessing the finest timber in the world, in 
great abundance, and staple productions of vast 
variety, the people of Salta are tributary tb 
Tucuman for their household furniture, and 
even for boards. With cotton indigenous they 
obtain even their candlewicks from Catamarca ; 
to Santiago del Estero they owe their dyes and 
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WAX ; and to the remote Elates of S^ Juan and 
ftioja, their wine and brandy, ^heindigoplttf 
i growd wild here as wdl as at ToeuDlfln, but 
/ no indigo is made* The ccu^us^ (a codiineal 
plant, of the very best quality) called the opuntta^ 
grows, but is not used^ It is only of late ye^^s^ 
ince the destruction of the mule trade, that 
ugar has been made on a few of the estaiesr 
rom lack of economy in the process, and want 
df labourers, they must still Sulmiit to pay from 
nve to six dollars an arroba (twenty-five lbs 
weight,) for the crushed sugars of Havannah or 
Brazil. Even for the common earthen utea* 
sils of the kitchen, they are indebted to thd 
annual return of the Matacas Indians, to fsif* 
bricate and replenish their cooking apparatus^ 
before they Can ensure themselves dinners for 
the remnant of the year. / 

The high-minded people of Salta have been 
accused of indolence, and what I have said 
above may not be thought to lessen the truth 
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of the chfiege. It laaal be known^ faoweTer, 
that before the Ute war iheir nurie trade with 
Peru WW Mifficient to abcarin wkh itJi «ttea* 
dant traffie, the attention and labour of aU the 
iDhahitaota. Seto Nunea ntes thia traffic at 
sixty or eighty thousand head, exported to the 
towns and yiUages of Upper and Lower Pexu, 
annually; besides the halting dxofes sent for 
the sane traffio £rom Santa Fe^ C^MxIova, San 
Juan, fca Nunea has also stated, and truljv 
that the peojde of Salta ^' being in the, van- / 

guard of the war of independeoce, unremit- 
tingly carried ca by the Spaniards from Upper 
Peru, at one time in endeavouring to recover 
their sway in the United Provinces, and at ano- 
ther to provide themselves by way oi piUage with - 
every necessary for their towns and viUages;'^ 
and also being remarkable ^^ for the great valour 
with which they constantly opposed the efforts 
of the royalists during fifteen years;" that 
from these causes ^* Salta has be^i a continual 



1 



TEMPEftATtKE. Q6& 

field (^ war, and it may be safely asserted that 
nothing but the importance of its natural ad- 
vantages, could have prevented its entire disap- 
pearance from the list of the United Provinces,^ 
The foregoing author records, ** that the cli- 
mate of Salta is very temperate for its situation, 
being under the tropic. Mmiy branches df 
mountains forming the great ridge of the Andes 
extend into the provinces, and between them are 
numerous deep and fertile rallies, well watered, 
both with rivers and springs of great purity, Tinji-^ 
ber of all kinds flourishes - in perfection, and 
every natural production is given out iii profu-' 
sion. Gold and solver veins exist in abundance. 
There are also copper veins varying in quality, 
sulphur, alum, vitriol, and signs of tin and quick- 
silver. The soil is amazingly prolific. The 
state contains establishments for cattle breeding 
and grazing, of considerable extent. Senor Nunez 
observes, '^ That it possesses the first materials 
of the three kingdoms, animal, vegetable, and 
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mineral, and the good conduct of its inhabiumts 
inake$ it worthy of being the abode of industry.'^ 
It would require more room than a vplume 
devoted to the purpose would afibrd, to. go inlo \ 
the detail of the bounties which Providence has 
lavished on this fine country^ or to speak figu- 
ratively} this earthly paradise. Tucuman has 
been called the garden, and Salta may be styled 
the park, plantation, and. nursery ground of the 
Upjon. I cannot help regretting that(thi& mag- ^ 
nificent country is not to have the example of 
British industry, to quicken it into prosperity 
and moral life. It is impossible to cpmpule what . 
this province might be made, with a oprtion, of 
the exuberant population of England J What a 
mutual benefit would accrue, by uniting in bonds 
of reciprocal amity, the relations of the two 
states, and by a fair exchange of products, enrich- 
ing our country with that wealth for which Spain 
sp long sacrificed her morals, he^r honor, and her 
humanity. I shall never cease, in common with 
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the inhabitants of this noble country, to cherish 
the hope that something of the kind may one 
day be effected. That under the wise, liberal, 
and enlightened administration of Mr. Canning, 
who proclaimed South American freedom, uni- 
versally respected as his name is throughout the 
United Provinces of South America, we may 
sooner or later see a closer alliance in commer- 
cial relations and kind offices established ; the 
indigenous products of one country, ministering 
to the exchange and the manufactures of the 
other, and competitors in both honorably run- 
ning the race of profitable industry. The good 
will of the South Americans towards England 
is unbounded, but they as yet lack the power 
to show it more explicitly. Let us take advan- 
tage of these kindly feelings by a suitable return. 

Does the merchant ask why his gains with the 
new world are diminishing instead of increasing ? 

The manufacturer, why there is so little de- 
mand for his goods in the market ? 

X 2 
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'The thifhomnBTi irhy a hondred and fifty of 
the 'vesseltf hariiig brooins at their ma^t-heads 
intlie river^ might' noV a6 welt have been em- 
pldyed with the prdducls^ of British industry in 
th© Pacific?* 

' The answer is obrJous. The exhausted South 
American is disappointed in his anticipated re- 
sources for re-establishing the medium of return 
payments in his staple of the precious metals. 
The war has depopulated his country^ and more 
than aU wrecked the capital he once possessed 
&ff keefaong his mines open. He cannot (which 
is the faet) re^open them, neglected as they 
have been during a long and ruinous ciyil 
tumvilt) without adequate means: and he has no 
one. but the foreigner to look to for assistance 
and the revival of his internal industry. For- 
\ merly Spain was the aissistant, but all who left 



* In March 1808 four British merchant ilag^ only 
were flying in Valparaiso^ and two Americans. In 1822 I 
\ counted sixty sail, two-thkds of which were Bridsh. 
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South Amenoa in the late troubles, carried off a 
portion of her wealth which she has not yet traffic 
to replace. Her mines are no bubbles : properly 
managed and carefully superintended, their re- 
turns would be certain ; not, indeed, by saise- 
less bull and bear schemes of stock exchange 
gambling, and expectations of rich returns almost 
before the mines can be opened, but by as 
careful a system of economy as is practised in 
Europe among persons accustomed to adventure 
in similar undertakings. The late bubbles of 
all kinds involved in their base character many 
schemes of sterling value to the country, which 
popular clamour equally attacked. As the rage 
for any thing good, bad, or indiffBrent, had been 
equally great, the censure was as indiscrimi- 
nately sweeping. Thus we have let slip the most 
favourable opportunity of making South America 
contribute exclusively to our advantage. 

We do not, it is true, equal the old Spaniards 
in what may be styled the practical part of 
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mtniDg as adapted to the country. Ctistom we 
see must have given them this advantage, yivere 
it not otherwise very obvious. The frames 
of the South American miners are less suscep- 
tible of cdd than the Cornish, their stomachs 
less squeamish, and their physical powers, 
in their own climate, very superior. But they 
who have opposed South American mining 
should have found sounder reasons than are 
given for the utter abandonment of such impoi*- 
tant objects of profit. They should inform the 
public where the poor native miner is to get his 
advances of money to raise his ores, and turn 
to account the fruits of his labour without 
external assistance. Unless he can do this, our 
manufactures will not get such a market in 
South America as was anticipated, for it is well 
known that the South Americans have compa- 
ratively little but bullion to give in exchange. 
Had our capitalbts prudently set the mines going 
by frugal outlays for wages to the natives, and 
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a few. clever mineralogists and superintending 
miners sent from . Siurope, oar nMuuifSEKsturers, 
m^ircbants, and ship-owners, would soon have 
experienced the benefits they sought. 

How is the capital of the more opulent 
proprietors and *^ habHUadore^''* in the prin- 
cipal mining distriets (who were mostly old Spa- 
niards ruined or banished) to be supplied ? Upon 
this the main questicm of mining advantages 
binges. Who is to reestablish those main 
springs of the old Spanish system, the public 
mints and banks of discount, called ^^ r^eaJte^ 
which were sacrificed to carry on the war ? 

Speaking of Chili and Peru alone, it is my 
humble opinion, from more than one view of 
these fine countries, that had the chief branches 
of our commercial interest subscribed a million 
of money as ^^ habilitadores,'^ and gone soberly 

* ^ Habililadores** are persons who roake advances to 
enable the miners to commence and carry on their opera- 
tions according to the '' ordinanza de mineria/* These 
advances are not always in money, but in quicksilver, iron» 
steel, gunpowder, and similar articles. 
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and reasonably to work, and sent trusty agents 
only to protect their interests, they would have 
found in this mode of proceeding a much 
surer profit- than by turning miners themselves. 
Nay, more, I contend that if such an amount 
had even been tendered as a free gift, it would 
have been returned with good interest to this 
country in a few years, either in ^* malt or 
meal." I trust I Ao not form my judgments 
hastily : I have seen much of trade and com- 
merce in every part of the globe and in every 
climate. I was no novice, landing for the first 
time on the South American shore, to pioneer 
for a British Company, and return with a 
superficial glance at a few of the main objects of 
my mission. I gave them a rigid and impartial 
investigation, and state myconscientiousopinions. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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